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‘The Pronak mail of 22nd Docember, arrived 
in London on the 30ch ult. ‘ 














wife of Bevertt R. Graysrox, of a son. 

At “‘Villino Maria,” Bubbling Well Road, 
Shanghai, on the 20th instant, the wife of 
Chav. A. Tescart, of a son, 

At Shanghai, on the 22nd instant, the wife 
of Frask Surru, Imperial Maritime Customs, 
of a son. 

At Shanghai, on the 22nd instant, the wife 
of Sybesma Movrare, of a daughter. 


DHATHS. 

At Peking, on the 27th January, Aautsr, 
the beloved wife of J. Rhein, Esq., Secretary 
of the Netherlands Legation. 

At 9, Albany Gardens, Shanghai, at 7 a.m. 
on the’ 23rd February, 1888, Jacon CuaRces 
Hesny Invra, aged 31 years. 

‘At 50, Rue Montauban, Shanghai, on the 
22nd February, Menekear, wife’ of R. 
Pestonjee, aged 48 years. 

Bombay and Hongkong papers please copy. 
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As the British Post Office here is a 
branch of that in Hongkong, it is worth 
ourwhile to examine the Hongkong Post- 
master-General’s report, which was pre- 
sented to the Legislative Council there 
last month. It is true that owing to 
the absurd anomaly by which twice as 
much is charged on home letters sent 
into the British, as on those sent into 
the French Post Office, not so much use 
is made of it for our homeward cor 
pondence, as should be ; but the major- 
ity of the community receives its letters 
from the British Office, and is therefore 
closely interested in the efficient work~ 
ing of the Hongkong Office; for it 
is in Hongkong that the sorting of 
the mails is now done, which enables us 
to get our letters so quickly: after they 
are brought to the jetties. A large 
portion of the report is taken up with 
complaints that the premises and staff 
in Hongkong are entirely inadequate to 
the business to be transacted. ‘The 
building is much too small, and that 
being the case it is curious that a part 
of it should be given up to other pur- 
poses. ‘The number of persons employed 
has only increased by two since 1875, 
though’ the business has more than 
doubled, and the salaries have only 
risen in twelve years from $20,400 a 
year to $22,740. It is quite pitiful to 
read that “the work of the department 
is only got through, and that with 
extreme pressure and difficulty, by long 
and severe hours of duty, by excessively 
hard work, and by the superior officers 
joining in manual labour which in most 
other places, would be performed by 
men at twenty-five shillings a week.” 
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It is certainly the unkindest cut of 
all that the superior officers should 
have to join in manual labour, and 
we -ean understand how long and 
severe must be the Postmaster-General’s 
hours of labour, when we find that in 
addition to being the occupant of that 
arduous position, Mr. Lister, accordiug 
to the Hongkong Telegraph, “is also 
Collector of Stamp Revenue, Colonial 
‘Preasnrer, Member of the Legislative 
Council, a Justice of the Peace, a Trus- 
tee, Sceretary and ‘Treasurer of St. John’s 
Cathedral, Hon. Secretary and ‘Treasurer 
of the Hongkong Public School, and 
general maid-of-all-work in the com- 
pilation of new ordinances and other 
“pidgin” of a nmultifarious character.” 
tthe only wonder is that, with so many 
employments heaped on Mr. Lister's 
head, our letters reach us so regularly, 
and with so few mistakes as they do. 
But as long as that gentleman under- 
takes so many duties, he camot expect 
~ us to believe that the work of the Hong- 
kong Office is qnité as heavy as he 
makes it out to be. Mr. Lister makes 
a great point of the contrast between 
the well-manned Local Post Office in 
Shanghai with its 26 Chinese employés, 
and the Hongkong Office with its 20 
Chinese, and points out that the whole 
stal work of Shanghai, which is only 
half that of Hongkong, demands the 
services of 13 Buropeans and 48 Chinese, 
while the Hongkong work is done by 
17 Europeans and 20 Chinese; and it 
certainly would appear from this that 
the Hongkong Office is under-manned ; 
but all the work in Shanghai could 
be done with a much smaller staff, if 
the ridiculous multiplication of post- 
offices here were abolished. Hongkong 
resents it if she is called backward 
when compared to Shanghai; but it 
is difficult to know how else to charac- 
terise the fact that while Shanghai 
has hourly deliveries, Hongkong gets 
with difficulty three deliveries a day, 
and an extra delivery after dark when 
necessary ; and even these poor three 
deliveries aze suspended, when there is 
a rush of either inward or outward mail 
work. It is extremely unselfish of 
Hongkong to suspend its own deliveries 
in order that Shanghai’s mail may be 
sorted before being put on board the 
steamer for Shanghai,; but there is more 
than one hint in Mr. Lister's report, 
that this grace will be curtailed, unless 
he is provided with a larger staff. On one 
oceasion—and to make it more trying, 
it was Christmas Day—the clerks had 
to work from 2 pm. until midnight, 
sorting the Shanghai mail, aud once in 
the year—as happened the other day 
with’ the Zraouaddy’s mail, the news- 
poper portion had ‘to be sent up un- 
sorted; and if this sort of thing is 
repeated, Mr. Lister will have the 
British Postmaster here demanding a 
larger staff. It will decidedly amuse 
those people in Shanghai who sent letters 
to Hongkong unstamped, and had them 
returned to them, to read in the report 
that the severity with which they were 
treated was carefully calculated, and 











was always intended to be relaxed as 
soon as the desired effect had been pro- 
duced, which happened very quickly. 
“(This office, at any rate,” says Mr. 
Lister,” is no longer periodically flooded 
with tnpaid correspondence;” and then 
it evidently strikes him how weak it 
was of him ever to have allowed such 
liberties to be taken with his Depart- 
ment, and he adds in the severest official 
manner of the Pooh-Bah, to whom in 
his multitude of duties he has been 
compared, “nor will the wholesale trans- 
mission of such wupaid correspondence 
through the Post be allowed to be re- 
sumed.” 

"The Hongkong Post-office does not 
make a profit, in fact that there is still 
a balance to the good in its accounts is 
mainly due to the Parcels Post. The 
remarks on this branch of the service in 
the report are very interesting, and it is 





gratifying to see that out of 9,407 
parcels which passed through the office 
in the course of the year, not one was 
lost. This is because they are practi- 
cally registered, and this fact forms the 
text for a little homily on the suving 
virtues of registration ; in the course of 
which Mr, Lister makes the surely 
exaggerated statement that nearly every 
letter containing valuables other than 
papers, posted without registration, has 
been stolen, not necessarily in the postal 
service, but still stolen somewhere. We 
cannot wonder then that Mr. Lister 
that it makes him “sad and almost 
sick” to hear people say that they never 
register their letters, as it only serves 
to call attention to them. It is not 
merely that the letters which do contain 
valuables are stolen ; butthe lettersof in- 
nocent people, who have done nothing to 
justify their being robbed, are stolen on 
the chance or supposition that they con- 
tain money. It is very evident that 
Mr. Lister considers the sender of a 
valuable letter unregistered as a worse 
culprit than the man who steals it. 
He is able to announce with satisfaction 
that the refusal of the Department to 
make any enquiry into alleged cases of 
theft of unregistered money letters has 
reduced that class of correspondence 
very considerably. 

Shanghai is so well served by Mr. 
Lister—sometimes to the actual detri- 
ment of Hongkong, as we have seen,— 
that we can only hope that the Govern- 
ment will give some serious attention 
to his grievances, and will allow him 
such an increase of staff as will enable 
him to continue the facilities which we 
enjoy. Apparently, however, they are 
not in actual danger until the question 
of the surrender, or otherwise of the 
British Post-offices in China to the 
Chinese Government is settled ; and on 
this, we learn, the Imperial Government 
has not yet arrived at a decision 











Summary of Hew 





‘The French mail of 18th January arrived 
here on the 23rd inst., by the M.M. Co.'s 
str, Iraouaddy. 





‘A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the P. & O, Co,’s str. Bengal, 








LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
[BY EASTERN EXTENSION A. AND C. TEL. CO.] 
(ruROUGH REUTER'S AGENCY.) 


THE CROWN PRINCE. 
London, 16th Feb. 

The Crown Prince of Germany is 
sleepless and troubled with headaches, 
Dr. Mackenzie's departure from St. 
Remo has therefore been postponed. 

RUSSIA AND BULGARIA. 
London, 17th February. 

Russia has recommenced negotiations 
with Bulgaria. 

PROBABLE RESIGNATION OF THE 
FRENCH MINISTRY. 

M. Tirard will probably resign in 
consequence of the defeat of the Go- 
vernment on financial measures, 

THE NEW AMBASSADOR TO ROME. 
London, 19th February. 

Lord Dufferin has been appointed 
Ambassador to Rome, 

CANADA AND THE FISHERIES 

TREATY. 


The Canadians are dissatisfied with 
the Fisheries Treaty as being the com- 
mencement of a surrender of their rights 
to the United States, 

ILLNESS OF THE CROWN PRINCE, 
London, 20th Feb. 

The state of health of the Crown 
Prince of Germany is disquieting, as he 
fails to recuperate. 

THE VENEZUELA CLAIMS. 

‘The British Naval Commander has 
deen ordered to enforce the payment of 
indemnity by the Venezuelan Govern- 
ment for the gold mining claims. 
RUSSIA AND PRINCE FERDINAND, 

London, 21st February. 

As a starting point for a European 
settlement of existing affairs Russia 
desires that all the Great Powers shall 
declare the advancement of Prince 
Ferdinand to the Bulgarian Throne was 
contrary to the Treaty of Berlin, 


LORD RIPON AND MR, MORLEY IN IRELAND, 
London, 2nd February. 

‘The Marquis of Ripon, replying to an 
address at Kingstown, suid that the objects 
of his visit and that of Mr, Morley were 
to found a closer and more cordial union, 
to proclaim the necessity of abolishing 
coercion and the granting of rightful auto- 


nomy. 
London, 3rd Feb. 
‘The Freedom of the City of Dublin was 
conferred on Lord Ripon and Mr. John 
Morley at an enthusiastic meeting. ‘The 
visitors dwelt on the growing reaolve in Eng- 
land and Scotland to accede to Irish claims, 
EARTHQUAKE IN GREAT BRITAIN, 
Shocks of earthquake have been felt in 
the Highlands, notably in Inverness, also 
as far south as Birmingham, 
‘PAE POPE AND IRELAND. 
ey Rome, Srd Feb, 
1¢ Pope, when receiving Irish Pilgrims, 
urged respect for the Law and the Admi- 
nistration of Justice, and imitation of the 
moderation of the German Catholics. 
‘RUSSIA AND FRANCE, 
ES ed con eadons Ath Feb, 
‘ery mar! courtesies are passin, 
between the Baron de Mohrenheim and Me 
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Floquet, which are construed. to me 
‘wish on’ the part of the Czar to con 
France, 





‘THE WILSON SCANDAIS. 
ae Liniy! Sth Feb: 
A long enquis resulted in a decision 
to prosecute M. Wilson. 
‘THE SITUATION. 
Berlin, 7th Feb. 
On the second reading of the Landwehr 
Bill, Prince Bismarck said that, as regards 
Russia, he could see no cause nor pretext 
for war, the treaties concluded with Austria 
and Italy being simply a common endeavour 
to avert common dangers, If asked, Ger- 
many will support Russian claims in Bul- 
garia compatible with Treaties. 
London, 8th Feb. 
Prince Bismarok’s speech has been well 
received at St, Petersburg, Vienna, Pesth, 
and in France. 
THE TURP, 
At a meeting of the Jockey Club it was 
regolved to request Sir George Chetwynd 
to prosecute Lord Durham for libel. 


THE PRESCH NAVY. 
Paris, 8th Feb. 
‘The Government has decided to reduce 
tho Naval strength on distant stations and 
to increase the European Squadrons. 


AUSTRIA. 
‘Vienna, 7th Feb. 
The Minister of War has demanded a 
vote of credit to augment the Landwehr.— 
Singapore Papers, 
LORD BRASSEY ON COLONIAL DEFENCES, 
London, 26th soma. 
Lord Brassey, who lately returned from 
n cruise which was chiefly devoted to taking 
notes of defences of large maritime cities of 
the British Empirein Tana, and the colonies, 
we the result of his ubservations in a 
lecture at the London Chamber of Com- 
merce last night, The Duke of Cambridge 
and other notabilities were present. Lord 
Brassey commended the defences Seren 
existing and in course of erection at Bombay 
and the efficiency of the dockyard, but 
advised the employment of additional 
monitors and the organisation of crews to 
form a harbour defence flotilla, as Bombay, 
he considered, should be the chief naval 
station in the Kast. His Lordship strongly 
urged the formation of local batteries of 
artillery aud the raising of regiments of 
Militia at Colombo and Singapore, These 
views of the speaker's were fully endorsed 
by the Commander-in-Chief, who added it 
far cheaper in the end to make all pre- 
parations for emergencies in times of peace 
instead of waiting till forced to do so by the 
near approach of war. 
THE RUPEE. 
London, 26th Jan, 
‘Tho Treasury has fixed the rate at which 
the accounts between the Imperial and 
Indian Government are to be adjus 
during the year 1888-89 as seventeen pence 
pee, and henceforth fresh rates of 
exchange for the conversion of the ac- 
counts Will be assessed each year.—Rangoon 
jazette, 



































a 
In addition to the Consular changes men- 
tioned recently, we hear that Mr. Giles 


goes on leave early in March, and will be 
succeeded at-Tamsui by Mr. Bourne from 
Wuhu. Mr. Bourne's successor at Wuhan 
‘will bo Mr, Mansfield, the post being oecu- 

ied until Mr. Mansfield’s arrival by Mr. 

‘oulthard from Shanghai. In the Spanish 
service a change is about to be made, M. 
de Bonilla having been transferred to the 
‘Amoy Consulate, a post which he will take 
up next month. 

‘Mr. C. FR. Allen has taken up the 
jon of British Consul at Hankow, 
while his office at Kiukiang has been as- 
sumed by Mr. W. S. Ayrton. 

‘We understand that the Hongkong and 
Shanghai: Bank: offered in Eondon on 

















¥, on account of the Government 
Manila, £300,000 comulative preference 
shares of & railway now being constructed 
or to be constructed in the Philippines, in 
shares of « £10 each, bearing interest at 7 

r cent. per annul, at par. Also 

30,000 6 per cent. debentures of same 
at £97.10 per £100. 

‘The accounts of tho Hongkong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation for last half- 
year are very nearly the same in the prin- 
cipal items as on the 30th of June last. The 
amount of business done by the bank in 
the six months would therefore appear to 
have been about the same, but the balance 
of Profit and Loss account is $20,000 larger 
than in the previous half year. This would 
seen to have been owing to the Directors 
having valued their investments in Stocks 
and passed the rise in their value, about 
$37,000, tothe credit of Profit and Loss ac- 
count, & course that we believe is never 
taken by banks at home, and is in many 
respects objectionable. Whatever rise may 
take place in the value of the investment of 
a Bank rvo should be passed to 








Reserve Account, and whatever may be | tol 


necessary to make up a dividend taken 
from it. 

‘The latest news from the Yellow River 
inundation front is very satisfactory so far 
as the distribution of ‘rice, clothing, and 
money by the Government is concerned. 
‘The authorities have risen to the occasion, 
and both in Honan and Anhui have pro- 
vided several million taels for the relief 
iferers. ‘These are comparatively 
well off wherever the foreign distributors 
have been able to go, and the intention of 
the authorities was to increase the allowance 
after the new year. Many changes have 
taken place among the people by the re- 
moval of numbers to other places, and the 
draining of the waters in some parts has 
enabled the farmers to return home to a 
considerable extent. The authorities ap- 
pear unwilling toacceptthe aid of foreigners, 
on the ground that the people knowing 
there has been a vast amount of silver sent 
by Government for distribution, they might 
be accused by them as not doing their full 
part in the matter. As was previousl 
mentioned, the money now in hand will 
ere long be advantageously dispensed, when 
the lack of the winter harvest will be more 
seriously felt, and our distributors are 
counselled not to overdo the work, which 
at present is being so well done by the 
Government authorities. 

Te give ua much plesrurs'to announce that 
His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, 
Js re-appointed His Ex. J. Helenus Fergu- 
son as Minister to China, for a further 
term of five years. 

A veritable artist has passed away from 
Shanghai in the person of Mr. J. C. H. 
Tburg, the news of whose death at an earl 
hour yesterday morning was received with 
general and unfeigned regret. Mr. burg 
Srarvied young and left Holland for Batavia 
He was afterwards organist of the English 
Cathedral at Singapore, was then fora short 
time in Hongkong, and finally determined 
tomake his home in Shanghai, where he 
has been for the last fifteen years or more. 
He was a thorough musician, and an ex- 
cellent performer on the violin, and there 
are many living proofs in Shanghai of his 
talent as a teacher of music. He was taken 
illsome three weeks ago, and sank gradually, 
passing away peacefully atthe last, having 

en unconscious for the last three or four 
days. He will be much missed in Shang- 
hai, having made himself as popular by his 
Personal qualities as by his musical powers. 

fe leaves a widow and one son with whom 
everyone who knew Mr. Iburg most heartily 
sympathises. He was comparatively a 
young man, and few who saw him at his 
concert could have believed that his 
career was so nearly over. He was buried 
at the New Cemetery yesterday afternoon, 
a number of his friends and acquaintances, 
attending, but not so many as would have 
‘een there, if longer notice had been given, 

















We have to thank the Honorary Secretary 
of the Shanghai Ladies’ Benevolent Society . 
for a copy of the eleventh annual report, 
being for the year 1887. We recommend 
8 perusal of it to those happy optimists 
who think that there is no real poverty 
among foreigners in Shanghai ; and if the 
tales of want and distress that it contains 
do not lead them to open their purses, they 
must be very hard-hearted. It is a delight 
ful thing td find a0, many ladies down in 
the list of contributors, but after all it is 
not a great thing to contribute one dollar a 
month to acharity, which you knows spend 
every cent- with care and consideration ; 
what is more delightful is to find that there 
are so many ladies, the committee and office- 
bearers of the association, willing to give 
their time and thought to seeking out and 
investigating the cases of distress in the 
settlenients, visiting them at their houses, 
aiding each in the way that will do it mos! 
good, and, what is more difficult, refusing 
assistance ‘where it is evident that the as- 
sistance would only be wasted. We need 
not quote any of the cases, whose history is 
id_in this report in simple yet. pathetic 
enough is told to enable us to 
realise now much good is being done ; and 
we trust that the Secretary's appeal will be 
promptly answered, and that next year the 
treastrer will not have to announce, as is 
done this year, that it has been necessary 
to make up the amount received in sub- 
scriptions, by withdrawing $450 from the 
capital account. One of the most useful 
branches of the Committee's work is the 
Needlework Department. It “provides 
support for many. poor families, without 
which, in several instances, they would be 
well-nigh destitute ;” and it affords to 
ladies, and, we presume, gentlemen too, 
the convenience of having garments cut 
and made according to their own fancy. 
Of the success of this branch the Secreta: 
is able to write very cheerfully, and it is 
leasant to see that its work is appreciated 
in the outports and in Hongkong, as well 
as in Shangkai, 1,151 pieces having been 
turned out of this department in 1 
‘The Report of the Shanghai Recreation 
Fund for the year 1887 was issued on Mon- 
day. The chief points of interest in it aro 
the settlement of the Band Instruments 
juestion by the payment by the Municipal 
‘ouncil of Tis. 1.000 authorised by the last 
ratepayers’ meeting, and the, announce- 
ment that negotiations are pending for the 
settlement, on payment of Ts. 6,000, of all 
ims by the Chinese vendors of the land 
‘The accounts. are 






































inside the race-course. 
satisfactory, the fund having opened the 
year with & balance in hand of Tis, 1,411, 
and closed it with a balance of Tis. 3,474, 
although Tis. 6,205 has been spent on re- 
irs and alterations to the Club, of which 
380 was advanced by’ the Club 
Committee, free of interest, ‘The assets of 
re valued at Tis. 55,474; while . 
nly $9,000 and Tis, 495. 
‘The income for 1888 is ‘estimated at Tis. 
8,730, and the expenditure at Tle. 5,755, 
leaving an estimated surplus of nearly ls, 
3,000. 
‘Mr. Muirhead begs to acknowledge receipt 
of the following sums for the Yellow River 
Fand 












+, W. Nichols 
Chinkiang per E. L. 
‘H.B.M. Consul 
‘The Silk Guild acknowledges the receipt 
from Yokohama of the following amounts 
for the Yellow River Fund :— 
Imperial Chinese Consul Lo at Yoko- 
hama, collected under instruction 
from the Imperial Chinese Minister _ 


‘Oxenham, eq.; 








The P. & O. 
an entertainment at the Temperance Hall 
on Saturday night for the benefit of the 


Bengal Minstrels gave 
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‘widow and orphans of W. Eldridge, one of 
the stewards of the ship, who was acciden- 
tally drowned while the vessel was lying 
alongside the Associated Wharves lately. 
‘The hall was pretty full, so that a substan- 
tial sum must have been collected. The 
entertainment was of the Nigger Min- 
strel order and the thirteen Ethiopians 
kept the audience well smnsed. Bots of 
ers were possessed of very gi 
cen, for instance, Messrs. D. MeLeod, 
E. Creed, F. Lavers and A. J. Burgess, 
some of whom received encores, while the 
choruses without exception were much ap- 
preciated. The conundrums were all more 
or less new to Shanghai, and caused 
vonsiderable merriment. Buckingham Pa- 
luce, we were informed, is the cheapest 
palace ever constructed because it was 
“built for a sovereign and furnished for 
a crown.” The Doctor of the-Benyal was 
like a dead duck, “because there was no 
quack in him.” Professor F. Parris dilated 
on skulls and exhibited those of some well- 
known living English characters, at least, 
so the Professor said. The entertainment 
concluded with a sketch entitled * Black 
Justice” in which a Nigger substitute for 
a Judge dispensed justice after a very pecu- 
Mar and amusing fashion, We must not 
forget to mention that Messrs. A. J. 
Burgess and C, H. Ryder gave some banjo 
selections during tho intervals and were 
much applauded, 

An entertainment was given at Hankow 
last Friday night, in honour, we believe, of 
Mr. Gardner, the British Consul who isgoing 
home on leave, The first part of the enter- 
tainment was a concert on which two ladies 
and two gentlemen took part. The duets 
vocal and instrumental, and other pieces 
were well executedjand elicited much ap- 
plause. The concert was followed by the 
performance of “ Box and Cox,” the acting 
Of tho amateurs bringing down the house, 
which included nearly everybody in Han. 
kow, Mr, Gardner, at the conclusion of 
tho performance, made a very compliment- 
ary speech. 

‘No. 3 Company, §.V.C., Monthly Chal- 
lenge Cups were shot for on Saturday last. 
‘There were 13 competitors in class A., and 
5 in class B. Private Burtenshaw won the 
cup in class A. for the first time with a 
total of 54 points, and Private Turnbull, in 
class B, with 58 points. 

A telegram was received here yesterday, 
announcing thé loss of the China Navigation 
Company’s steamer Stcatow. ‘The Steatow 
left this, under the command of Captain 
Warren, for Swatow on the 16th instant, 
and has been lost near Namoa on her 
return voyage to this. The Swatow was 
‘a steamer of 704 tons, built by Messrs. 
Scott & Co., Greenock, in 1873, and origi- 
nally named the William Batters. 

We learn that Captain Gulland, formerly 
in command of some of the crack *‘Glen” 

ts, and recently of the Claymore, has 
been appointed local agent of the Mutual” 
ine of stoamers. 

News was received here on Wednesday 
afternoon, of the death at Singapore of 
Captain T. L. Davies of the Taisang. The 
mate brought the ship on to Hongkong. 

‘Admiral Lang with the Pei-yang squadron 
arrived in the river on Wednesday. Some 
of the ships are anchored at Wousung, and 
others have come up the Whangpu. 

Captain ‘Thomas P. W. Neshem has as- 
sumed command of H.M.S. Satellite, the 
commission of Captain Arthur H. Alington, 4 
her recent Commander, having expired. 
As Captain Alington left the vessel yester- 
day, the sailors manned the yards and 
cheered him. 

‘The report that the Kuling caught fire 
while on her way to Hankow is, we are 
informed, an exaggeration. While the 
forced draught was being used, the casi 
of the funnel got very hot, and some of the 
light woodwork in proximity to it was 
charred, but there was no fire, the funnel 
and casing were promptly cooled, and there 

















Was no recurrence of the trouble. Such 


accidents were likel 
with a new steamer, 

has several. novelties, whose proper work- 
ing reguires a little ‘time and experience. 
‘The Kuling was to leave Hankow with a 
cargo for Ichang on Saturday last, having 
been detained by the New Year holidays. 

Wednesday last being the anniversary of 
the birthday of George Washington the U.S. 
Consulate-General was closed to public 
business. 

During the China New Year holidays a 
Chinese made an application for a loan to 
countryman on the security of a title 
deed for land worth a considerable sum. 
A loan had been obtained on the same 
eed some time since. The person from 
whom the second loan was sought made 
enquiries of the firm here who act as 
agents for the owner of the property, which 
was offered in security, and found that 
the proprietor’s copy “of the title deed 
was in their hands, The Consulate copy 
was also found in order. The Taotai 
was then communicated with, and it was 
found that his copy of the title deed had 
been taken from his Yamén—we should say 
eighteen months ago—and we understand 
this was done by one of the clerks in the 
Yamén. It is to be hoped that the thief 
will not escape punishment, and that the 
Taotai will take measures to put his Land 
Ofice in a satisfactory state, 

‘The Reuter's telegram published here a 
month ago, to the effect that the Friénd- 
lies had captured Osman Digma’s camp at 
Handoub, omitted the sequel of the story, 
which forms part of the message in the 
Indian papers. It is as follows:—The re- 
dels fled, but afterwards returned, and 
succeeded in regaining the positions, their 
assailants retreating. Colonel Kitchener 
and Major Macmurdo both received slight 
wounds in the encounter. 

An accident attended with fatal conse- 
quences occurred in the Settlement early 
on Friday morning. It appears sonie natives 
were gambling in house in Kiangse Road, 
when a policeman passing noticed that the 
door was open. On the constable enter- 
ing the building to inform the inmates, 
& man on the watch called out that the 
police were coming, which so alarmed one of 
the gamblers that he jumped out of the 
window and alighted on his head, causing 
adangerous wound. He was taken to the 
Shantung Road Hospital where he died on 
Saturday night. 

Yesterday in H.B.M.’s Civil Summary 
Court, before Geo. Jamieson Esq., Acting 
Assistant Judge, H. E. Hall sued Geo. 
Morgan, for non-payment of $147, for 
work done. The Tefendant admitted the 
debt, but said he had no money to pay, his 
book debts having been attached on Tues- 
day by another creditor. His Worship 
made an order for the amount. 

The Minister of the Imperial Household 
in Japan reports to the Minister for the 
Army, that the total amount subscribed to 
the Coast Defence Fund amounts to 
2,138,525 yen, which is to be applied to 
the sole purpose of manufacturing cannon 
for arming forts on the Coast. 

‘The friends of Captain Selfridge, U.S. 
will read with interest the followin, 
lar, which has been issued from V eahing- 
ton by Mr. Whitney, Secretary of the U.S. 
Navy, under date of 4th January, as we 
learn from the Rising Sw 

‘The circumstances of this case have borne 
most severely upon Captain Selfridge. He 
was detached from the ship by the Admiral, 
and ordered home, for wilful violation of 
Jaw and unlawful disregard of the safety 
and the lives of others. A Court of en- 
quiry has exonerated him from the graver 
part of this charge. The court finds that 
he was guilty of culpable negligence, but 

conduct. 











not of any wilful miscon 

He held his target practice where he 
should not have held it and was negligent 
in the manner of conducting it. He sup- 
posed himself to have taken all necessary 
precautions against endangering life, but in 


. | Selfric 





enough to happen! fact had not done so, Shells wore left-un- 
sucktnory of wieh 


exploded upon Japanese soil, and the 
handling of one by innocent pervons enwsod 
the death of several and the serious in 

of others, ‘The line of flight of the shells 
also implied negligence on the part of the 
‘commanding officer. 

By the usages of the service Captain 
is entitled to a court martial to 
enable him to controvert the alleged facts 
and also to give him the benefit of the 
judgment of his brother officers upon his 
a 


ets. 
As the facts are already substantially 
established, the trial will probably be a 
matter of form, and, considering the pun- 
ishment already borne by this meritorious 
and usually cautious officer, it should be 
considered without delay upon his return 
and with due regard to the severe humilia- 
tion and suffering to which he has 
already subjected. 

According to an article in the Kwangpao, 
referred to by the Daily Press, this year’s 
fall of snow in Canton is not altogether 
without precedent, for there is a poem of 
the Han dynasty in existence, which de- 
cribes the beauty of the snow crystals on 
the branches of the cedars which still exist 
at Fatee, 

‘The enthusiasm about M. Constans con- 
tinues in ‘Tongkings and it is to be feared 
that he will find it difficult to live up to 
the character which his eulogists have given 
him, The following is an extract, from 
the Courrier d’ Haiphong, of a speech made 
to him at his first reception :— 

“You come to us, Mr. Governor-General, 
like a providence.’ Very disagreeable for 
you is the rain which you brought with you, 

ut it is a blessing for these wretched 
natives. They have been organising pro- 
cessions to Buddha in the hope of gettin, 
rain, You have Drought it thom, you will 
be their Buddha. You are from hence- 
forward the god of our fellow-citizens at 
Haiphong, and your worship will engage 
our deepest affections.” 

It is not only in French Indo-China that 
M. and Mme. Constans have produced the 
most excellent bn mirgeicl the Saigonnais 
mentions an incident which occurred at 
the Cambodian Court at Pnom Penh, which 
shews that they made themselves equally 
agreeable to King Norodom. On her visit 
to the palace Mme. Constans saw awretched- 
looking youth in chains, and learned that 
it was a son of the King who was bein; 
punished for having shewn too much ad- 
miration of a lady of the royal harem, 
Moved with pity, Mme. Constans begged 
the King to pardon his son, and when the 
pardon Was refused urged it again, saying 
that the grant would be a source of hap- 
piness to the Governor-General and hersel 

luring their whole stay in Indo-China. On 
this the King assured her that he was 
happy to secure, by the pardon of his son, 
pleasant stay in Indo-China to M. and 
Mme. Constans. The sameevening the King 
sent two omns, men relieved of their 
chains to thank Mme. Constans in person 
for her intervention, the interpreter who 
accompanied them being directed to an- 
nounce, “with agallantry quite oriental 

“You told His Majesty that the release 
ne a Lgcet bring you Sapiens ; the 

ing hopes that in patdoning at the same 
time hhc other son, he will secure still 
more and more certain happiness to you 
and the Governor-Generai.” : 

Saigounais adds that the second son 
had been imprisoned for conspiring against 
his father, and against the French. The 
relations between Cambodia and French 
Indo-China are now most cordial, and 
King Noredom is about to visit M. Constans 
at Saigon, where a series of grand fétes is 
to be given in his honour. 

It is rather a satire on the grand bad 
that have accompanied the progress of M. 
Constans in Tongking to know hy wire, that, 
the retention of the country asa French 
a was only carried by eight votes in 
the French Chamber of Deputies, 
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Misgellancous Articles. 








CHANG CHI-TUNG ON KEROSENE. 
‘Tug Memorial from the Viceroy and 
the Governor of Canton, which we 
publish to-day, is such a document as 
inight have been penned by high officials 
of the old school. Chang Chi-tung and 
Wu Ta-cheng are moved by compassion 
for the people, that is their chief motive, 
but they wish to foster certain industries 
which the consumption of kerosene oil 
has interfered with. The fires at Swatow 
and Canton, the burning of the Wah- 
yeung in the Canton river, and the 
inflammatory vature of the oil, are all 
araded as reasons why measures should 
e adopted by the Government to 
increase the duty on the article so 
that in a few years the import will 
decrease, calamities diminish, and na- 
tive trade be greatly benefited. All 
this has a patriotic ring such as 
forty to fifty years ago would have 
roused the gentry, literati and mob of 
Canton to enthusiasm, and might have 
received the approval of the Vermilion 
Pencil. ‘The discovery that kerosene 
has done more harm to China than 
opium is charming, it appeals to those 
OF the Viceroy’s countrymen who hate 
all foreign ways and who prefer the 
semi-darkness of ancient Chinese lam; 
to the comfort and brilliancy of the 
American illuminant, It may even 
gain for the Viceroy the sympathy of 
the Anti-Opium leagues, who will see 
in the Viceroy’s discovery the prospect 
of entering on a new crusade, when the 
ruin of the trade in foreign opium has 
been accomplished. ''he Viceroy calmly 
acknowledges that he put on an ex- 
cessive lekin to prevent kerosene comin; 
into. consumption, an avowal whic 
we hope the Foreign Ministers at 
Peking will bring to the notice of 
the Tsung-li Yamén—which will not 
heed them—and bear in mind. The 
Viceroy and the Governor use one 
of the provisions of the Supplementary 
‘Treaty with the United States in what 
must be acknowledged to be a very 
dexterous manner. Of course they bez 
the whole question, as far as the in- 
jurious nature of kerosene oil goes, but 
‘that is nothing. The Cabinet at Wash- 


ington, or Congress, is not likely to 
aliorate the legislation of, the Uni 
ted States regarding the Chinese, in 


order to enrich the oil makers in China, 
but the two officials have had a fling at 
them in a way that will be highly @ 
reciated by Chinese. Neither are the 
United States likely to consent to the 
institution of regulations in the matter 
of the kerosene trade, to prohibit the im- 
port of the oil, either wholly or in part, 
or to place it in a special tariff as is done 
with opium, “leaving it to China to 
tax it as it pleases.” The rulers of 
Canton Province and City do not seem 
be aware that even if the American 
Government entered into such an 
arrangement with Peking, that would 
not affect the import of kerosene which 
is partly carried on by people of other 





nations, who would not regret the 
Americans being prohibited frum dealing 
in the article, and would at once take 
their place. The knowledge of the 
Kerosene oil trade by these 
| officials seems to be limited to their 
knowing that it is chiefly imported from 
America. It has already been brought 
| from Batoum, and in a few years it may 
jbe imported from Burma’ aud other 
places. Foreigners to whom the elegant 
official style in which this Memorial 
jhas been drawn is nothing, will ouly 
see in it a further proof, where none 
was needed, that Chang’ Chi-tung is 
the wroug man for his position. He 
knew nothing of the science of govern- 
ing or administration when he went to 
Canton and he has learned nothing. 
He is ignorant of every art of govern- 
meut, aud the province is in a very bad 
state, between excessive taxation, waste 
of the funds collected in absurd schemes, 
feeble administration of justice, aud in- 
attention to business. What is wauted 
in Canton is an intelligent and ener- 
getic man, and not a book-worm com- 
pletely ignorant of the present time and 
its requirements, aud Chang Chi-tung’s 
only virtue, that he is careless of money 
and does not squeeze as he might do, 
is not sufficient to counterbalance his 
unfitness otherwise. 





THE GERMANS AND THEIR 
MINISTER. 

‘Tne general mercantile community of 
Shanghai will, we should imagine, read 
with considerable surprise the account 
which appears in another column of the 
roceedings at the German Consulate- 
Yeneral on Saturday afternoon. Ger- 
mans must be accustomed to very 
cavalier treatment at the hands of their 
officials, if the recent despatch from 
their Minister to the Committee of the 
General Chamber of Commerce here, on 
the subject of the Telegraph Conven- 
tion, did not arouse in them any feelings 
of resentment. It was somewhat severely 
criticised in our columns, as it deserved ; 
and this criticism the German com- 
munity here, with almost perfect un- 
animity, makes au occasion for kissing 
the rod, aud assuring Mr. von Brandt 
that his ill-mannered letter is really a 
proof of his energy, amiability and kind- 
ness, and his strong desire to further 
German commerce. If the Germans 
here really like to receive a rebuff 
of that kind from their Minister, we 
‘do not gradge them their pleasure ; 
but we cannot help thinking that 
the address which we presume is now 
on its way to Peking, is a most 
unfortunate one. The solidarity of the 
commercial community in Shanghai has 
hitherto been perfect. In their trade, in 
their amusements, in their whole life in 
fact in the Far East,Germans and English 
have hitherto met on an equal footing ; 
| they have competed with each other, as 
| friends may do, but there has never been 
any international jealousy between them. 
Germans and English have sat side by 
side on the of every public insti- 








tution from the Municipal Council down; 
the very Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce, which was recently addressed 
with such uncalled-for rudeness by Mr. 
vou Brandt, has German members on it, 
It must therefore be conceded that the 
particularist tone which pervades. the 
address in question is most lamentable. 
If the German community here think 
that Mr. von Brandt will be gratified by 
their kissing the hand that has just 
chastised them, that the presence of 
this address in his pocket will add to 
Mr. von Brandt's enjoyment of the well- 
eared leave which he is about to take, 
they are quite right to assure him, 
in the most fulsome terms of which 
their language is capable, of their love 
and iration; but it seems worse 
than ill-advised to make that address 
the vehicle for a display of their jealousy 
of their English fellow-residents. They 
might remember that every privilege 
they enjoy in China, the very existence 
even of their trade, they owe to Buglaud, 
whose maguanimity in throwing open to 
all the world, Germans included, every 
commercial advautage gained in any part 
of the world, deserves a better requital. 
But for their exertions, and the vast ex- 

nditure of their men and money by 
Bugland and France, there would be no 
German Minister in Peking; and it is 
by the presence of a large British syua- 
dron in Chinese waters that their pri- 
vileges are secured to our German fellow- 
residents. Prince Bismarck would not 
waste the bones of a single Pomeranian 
to secure German trade in China, 
The harmony that Sir Frederick Bruce 
fostered between the foreign representa- 
tives at Peking has been unfortunately 
allowed by his successors to disappear, 
and we are sorry to see the German 
community here recognising with grati- 
tude how thoroughly Mr. von Brandt 
fights for his own hand at Peking. The 
anomalous position of doyen that Mr. 
von Brandt holds—anomalous, because a 
doyen is out of place where the Ministers 
are not allowed to communicate directly 
with the Chiet of the State to which 
they are accredited,—should never be 
held by one who works so exclusively 
for the benefit of his own countrymen 
as the German minister is praised by 
his countrymen for doing; but this is 
not so disheartening for us in Shanghai, 
as that our German fellow residents 
should subscribe almost unanimously 
to an address, which asserts almost in so 
many words that they recognise them- 
selves as an element quite apart from 
the rest of the foreign community. 














A MUNICIPAL HALL. 
Notice has been given that two resolu- 
tious will be moved at the meeting of 
Ratepayers, on the subject of a Public 
Hall. The first requests the Council 
to obtain plans and estimates of the 
cost of building such a Hall on the site 
of the present Municipal Offices, to pre- 
pare estimates of the probable amuual 
income from such a building, to exhibit 


the plans obtaingd from architects in 
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‘some public place and to publish the! and replaced by the necessary accom- | over the refractory gentry. ‘The account 
estimates of the cost and revenue, as! modation in the same block as the! which our Correspondent gives of a visit 


soon as possible. 
tion authorises the Municipal Council 
to take the necessary steps for building 


a Public Hall and offices, and to raise | 
the necessary funds for this purpose by 
issuing debentures at a rate of interest ; 





not exceeding eight per cent per annum. 
Nhe necessity for a Public Hall, mean- 








The second Resolu- | Public Hall, and the space on Kiangse' 


Road be partly built upon, the advantage 
to the Council and the community will 
be great. Probably the earnings of the 
Hall would go a long way to pay the 
interest on its cost, but, even if it did 
not, the community could afford to pay 
Tis. 1,000 to ls. 2,000 a year for the 


id by the Bishop to a Governor of 
hanée may lead some people to infer 
that the ‘oficials may have at. least 
‘in some cases a fair defence for their 
‘conduct to the missionaries. For in 
Chinese eyes the proceedings of the 
| Bishop on that occasion must have 
| appeared arrogant and insulting, We 


ing by that a room in which con-|many conveniences sucha building’ have heard somewhat: similar accounts 


certs, balls and public meetings could 
be heli, and another and smaller 
room with such other apartments as! 
may be found necessary, has long been 
recognised. The Resolutions to which 
we refer will bring the subject before | 
the Ratepayers, who will no doubt in! 
. the meantime weizh it carefully, so that | 
the diseassion on the proposals and the 
vote will express their decision arrived | 
at after due consideration.” We suppose 
that every body will admit that a Public | 
Hall would be a very desirable addition 
to the Settlement, but it is to be ex- 
pected that some may question the 
propriety of its erection being proceeded | 
with at once, while others may think | 
that the site on the which it proposed | 
to place the Hall is not the best. There 
is much to be said in favour of building 
the Hall at once. In the first place it | 
is wanted, and as the community is 
growing it will be still more wanted 
Ep anil bye. hess propostions are 
uuquestionable, The. existing halls 
where concerts, dances, meetings may be 
held are unsuitable’ in many ways. 
That will also be fully admitted. 
The present is a good time fur raising | 
tlie ways and means for building 
the Hall, as there is a large amount of 
capital seeking investment here, which 
would probably, be lent in Municipal 
debentures at about six per cent per 
annum. It is doubtful, in the opinion 
of some persous whether this com- 
parative cheapness of money here will 
continue. It may or it may not, but any- 
way it would be prudent in the Council 
to borrow at present rates, ‘Then, 
again, the debt of the Municipality is 
to be reduced during the year by 'Taels 
40,000, which will increase the value 
of the remaining debentures and enable 
the Council to et a better rate of interest 
for its future borrowings. The maxinwn 
rate of interest specified in the resoln- 
tion is not likely to be agreed to by the 
Ratepayers, ‘The site is in our opinion as 
good a one as can now be obtained, and 
its adoption would make the building of a 
Public Hall feasible, for to expend a 
jarge sum on the purchase of a site 
would probably saddle the community 
with an annual expenditure for interest 
that uo revenue derived from the Hall 
would cover or nearly so. We are 
aware that some people advocate the 
purchase of Sayle’s lots, and the erec- 
tion upon them of a Public Hall 
aud other buildings, but we regard the 
scheme involved in this purchase as 
too large, and as beyoud the sphere of 
the Council. If the present Municipal 
offices, and some more of the other 
buildings on the site be taken down 
































‘stir up into ac 





would afford. 





ROM. CATHOLICS AND 
CONFUCIUS BIRTHPLACE. 
Ocr Correspondent at Peking refers in 
the letter which we publish to-day to 
some eucroachments by the Roman 
Catholic missionaries in the city of 
Yeuchow Fu, the birthplace of Con- 
fucius. We are not informed of the 
receut action of these missionaries, but 
we surmise that it is their intention to 
establish a mission in that city. 'This 
we are advised is certain to create a good 
deal of ill will among the Chinese and 
will probably lead to diplomatic difficul- 
ties, if persisted in. It is perhaps need- 
less to say that any missionaries going 
to a place which ix held in so much 
revereuce by the Chinese, are certain to 
ty the latent bad 
feeling among the literati and gentry. 
In the first place this would be directed 
against the Freuch aud Roman Catholics, 
but it would speedily extend to other 
missionaries and foreigners generally. 
It is therefore to be hoped that the 
Bishop, who may be prestmed to have 
originated or at least sanctioned, what 
are called the encroachments on the 
birthplace of Confu will listen to 
more prudent councils aud abaudon his 
present desigus. In our opinion oul 
trouble cau come from a measure whicl 
will be very offensive to the Chinese, 
and it may be that the trouble will 
become of a very serious nature, No 
doubt there is cousiderable attractiv 
ness to ardeut minds in carrying Chris 
tian missions iuto a place which is 
as sacred as any place cau be in the 
eyes of such a people as the Chinese. 
But such a course is unlikely to pro- 
duce any good, and in the peculiar 
position in which France stands towards 
the Catholic missionaries, it is very 
likely to embroil her with China, di- 
plomatically at any rate. ‘There were 
some disturbances at Yenchow Fu last 
Year, a riot having occurred in August 
when some property which the Roman 
Catholic Bishop had_ succeeded in 
purchasing was despoiled, and about 
the same time an English missionary 
who was passing through the city was 
attacked and forcibly turned out of his 
course. ‘There are therefure all the 
elements for serious disturbances at 
hand in Yenchow Fu, as there are in 
other places in Shantung ; and as we 
have at before, and as our Corres- 
pondent in Chi-nan-fu shews in the 
letter which we publish to-day, the 
officials of the province are either un- 
able or unwilling to assert their power 
















































Eee the doings of Catholic Bishops in 
other parts of China and notably in 
| Szechuen, and we suppose they are 
likely to continue them while France 
‘continues her protectorate. But to us 
, it appears an unlikely way to spread 
i Christianity in this county, while for- 
| cing themselves into a place like Yeu- 
| chow Fu must be particularly offensive 
' to the Chinese mil eettain 10 provoke 
| active hostility to all missionaries. ‘The 
evil that may be done not ouly to 
| religious progress but to all our relations 
with the Chinese by offending the senti- 
meut or pride of the people may uot be 
easily or soon overcome. ‘The people 
not only of Yenchow Fu but of all 
Shantung are prond of Confucius hav- 
ing been born there, and, as Dr, Williams: 
| says, “are proud of’ their nativity 
‘on this score, much as the woman of 
Samaria was because Jacob's cattle had 
drunk water at the wells of Sychar.” 








BELOOCHISTAN. 

We find a full description of the new 
Indian Proviuce, British Beloochistan, 
| in the last mumber of the Asiatic Quar- 
terly Review, he districts which have 
lately been incorporated with the Indian 
Empire, have beeu occupied and admin- 
tered as British territory for the last 

years, aud the change lately made 
is simply to enable the Government of 
India to legislate for the country. ‘The 
population of the new province is almost 
entirely Afghan. ‘I'he two districts com- 
posing British Beloochistan are Pishin 
and Quetta, aud the description of the 
territory is not very inviting. The 
Pishin valley is 5,000 feet above sea 
level, and with the mountainous regions 
beyond makes up an area approximately 
of 3,600 square miles, Speaking gen- 
erally, the writer of the paper says, 
the ‘uew territory inay be described 
as a region of arid mountain ranges, 
long sterile valleys, dry watercourses, 
and bare plateaus, descending gradually 
to the sea, with here and there a fertile 
tract reclaimed by irrigation, and a 
desert in the rear stretching to the 
valley of the Halmand. Along the six 
hundred miles of its surf-bound coast 
there is scarce a harbour worthy of the 
name, and throughout its length and 
breadth there is no river of permanent 
flow larger than a good-sized mountain 
stream. As it is a country subject. to 
be flooded in its lowlands by torrents 
descending from the mountains, it is 
uuhealthy after these periods, from 
cholera, dysentery and fever. But as a 
rule the rainfall is scanty and uncertain; 
the summer heat of the plains is intense 











Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Fen. 24, 1888, . The. 22. 





Hevaly and &. C..& C. Gazette 


203 











and sometimes deadly, and the winter 


cold of the higher plateaus is severe and 
searching. Ie produces litle for export 
beyond fruit and a limited quantity 


of fine wool, the export of which 
will probably be increased, and so 
far its mineral resources are known to be 
very limited. There are a few qualifica- 
tions to this account of the country, as 
in some places the land is fertile and 
there are forests of juniper and cypress 
on some of the hill sides. ‘The popula- 
tion of Beloochistan was estimated at 
350,000 souls in 1877, but the peace 
and prosperity of the last ten years have 

robably increased it largely, The in- 
Tabitants are of several races, but all are 
Mahomedans and some are of foreign 
origin. Most of them are more reliable, 
more enduring and less turbulent than 
the Afghans, and are amenable te the 
authority of their chiefs, which the 
Afghans are not. 

‘A treaty was made with the Khan 
in 1854 under Lord Dalhousie’s govern- 
ment, but a few years afterwards dis- 
turbances broke out between the ruler 
and the principal chiefs which lasted 
for twenty years, or until Colonel 
Sandeman was sent to Kalat with a 
strong escort. ‘That officer effected a 
reconciliation between the Khan and 
his Sirdars in 1876 when a new treaty 
was made of greater scope. Colonel 
Sandeman, as Political Agent, was made 
referee in any disputes which might 
arise between the Khan and his chiefs 
and since then there has been no civil 
war in the country. The conduct of 
the marauding tribes outside has how- 
ever given trouble at times, but in 1884 
an expectation against the Zhob and 
other chiefs, which was accompanied by 
Colonel Sandeman, was completely suc- 
cessful and these unruly gentry accepted 
the supemacy of the British Government. 
Roads have been opened up through 
Beloochistan, and the Sind-Pishin rail- 
way has been partly constructed. It pro- 
ceeds over a gorge about 3,000 feet above 
sea level, through a chasm in a lime- 
stone range, to Gwal which is 5,500 feet 
above the sea, to Gulistankahrez at the 
eutrance of the Kwaja Pass and just be- 
yond Khojak. A subsidiary line on the 
harrow gauge runs from Sibi through the 
Bolan Pass to Quetta and joins the main 
line at Bostan. The latter was com- 
menced in 1880, but work on it was sus- 
pended by the Gladstone Government 
until 1884, and it was completed to its 

resent terminus some weeks ago. Postal 
lines of 450 miles in extent have been 
established in addition to the railways, 
and are so much used by the people 
thata village delivery has been organised, 
a parcel post and postal order system 
have been extended to the Province, and 
postal orders are much appreciated by 
Afghan merchants as a means of remit- 
tance. There are 295 lines of telegraph 
in addition to that of the railway and 
the Indo-European line. All ‘these 
will not only be powerful aids in the 
government of the Province, but will 
inaterially assist in the extension of 
trade, to help which transit dues have 


been abolished in the Bolan Pass. Again, 
hospitals and dispensaries have been 
established, which are freely resorted 
to by the wildest tribes, and the 
steadily increasing friendliness of our 
neighbours is attributed in some mea- 
sures to these institutions. The atten- 
tion of the new government will be 
directed to the maintenance of peace 
and order, the administration of justice 
promptly and with as little interference 
as possible with native usages, and the 
promotion of good feeling amongst the 
chiefs and tribesmen by associating 





them with us as much as ible in 
the work of government. In connec- 
tion with the regular troops there are 


located along the principal lines of com- 
munication on the frontier, and the 
principal passes, fortified posts held by 
tribesmen in the pay of government. 
‘The men and their immediate officers 
are nominated by the tribal chiefs 
subject to approval. In this way 
many of the wildest spirits of the 
frontier are usefully employed, and 
many who have fought against. us are 
cordially co-operating with our officers 
in the maintenance of order. The account 
given by the writer of the article of 
what has been done in Beloochistan 
during the last nine or ten years, and 
what is still being done there, shows 
how unceasing are the labours of Iudian 
officials. It camnot be that the pro- 
sperity, order, and good will among the 
tribes which British rule has established 
will not have a good effect on the 
Afghan. and other’ turbulent peoples. 
What Britain is doing on one border of 
Afghanistan, and Russia in Central 
Asia, should go far to reclaim tribes 
and territories that are not yet under 
their control. 


THE CANTON TEA 'TRADE. 
Tuz Minutes of a meeting of the 
Gommittee appointed to enquire into 
the state of the tea trade in Canton 
have been published. Mr. E. Deacon, 
the Chairman, having invited the mem- 
bers of the Committee to give their 
views, a long discussion followed and 
eventually it was decided to put on 
record some of the points worthy of the 
consideration of the Chinese authorities, 
unless the tea trade at Canton is to be 
seriously crippled if not altogether anni- 
hilated by the yearly competition with 
India. The Committee say that Can- 
ton scented capers, of which the bulk 
of their export consists, competes 
more keenly with Indian kinds than 
any other class of China tea, being 
especially useful for mixing purposes. 
But the competition is now growing so 
severe, and home prices have reached 
so low a range, that unless some steps 
are soon taken to relieve the tea of the 
excessive burdens of lekin and export 
duty, a time must come when scented 
tea will cease to be an article of con- 
sumption altogether. These scented 
teas are produced in districts the most 





remote from Canton, and are therefore 
subject to high inland taxation, which 





leads the native merchants to inix with 
it inferior leaf grown in Canton, and 
suffering therefore lighter dues. Buyers 
also complain of the large proportion of 
dust found in the teas, and the com- 
mittee say, “the dust should if possible 
not be sent to Canton from the dis- 
tricts at all, as the lekin dues have to 
be paid on it as well as on the whole 
leaf, and this of course increases the 
ultimate cost of the tea ; this complaint is 
especially to be made about leaf arri 
from the Loting and Hoyune districts 
Canton scented orange pekoe has. 
both in the long and the short leaved 
descriptions—been already seriously 
beaten out of the field by their Indian 
competitors. ‘This is amply proved by 
the figures, which disclose the signi- 
ficant fact that in the last ten years 
the exports from Canton have fallen 
from 3,870,000 pounds to 1,000,000 

uunds, and the decrease continues year 

y year, so that, as the committee say, 
it now seems impossible that this class 
of tea can regain the position it has 
lost on the London market. ‘There 
is a steady market, as a rule, in 
London for the congous of which 
the best come from the Tayshan 
districts, and the only suggestion which 
the committee offer about them is 
that the growers should be con 
tented with fewer pickings in the year, 
experience having shewn that the’ teas 
plucked in August and September are 
deficient in every quality except make, 
Of couse, too, the picking of these teas 
in these months affects the supply of 
the autumn crop, which is the best pro 
duced from the distrie’ So much for 
the remarks which the Canton tea 
exporters make upon their trade, which 
are pretty much to the same etfect as 
those offered by our own experts aud 
by the Chamber of Commerce in Foo 
chow. The Canton Committee sum up 
their minute by coucurring in the 
opinions of the Foochow and Shanghai 
Chambers of Commerce, and consider 
that “the ouly real remedy for prevent= 
ing total extinction of the trade is the 
abolition of all Zekin and export duties, 
so that the China article may be on the 
same footing as the Indian, Ceylon and 
Java, all of which are free from taxes.” 
The Canton committee make no re» 
ference to the valuable suggestion offered 
by the gentlemen who were deputed to 
make the report for our Chamber of 
Commerce, that the Chinese Govern» 
ment, if it is really anxious to improve 
the production of tea, should throw the 
country open to foreigners, so that they 
may establish tea hongs with modern 
machinery. ‘This may however be dealt 
with in the report which the Canton 
merchants will doubtless make, for as so 
much of their trade is, or rather should 
be, in scented’ and fancy teas there 
would seem to be more necessity for 
reform in their production than in plain 
congous. But the following sentence 
from the minutes leads us to doubt 
whether the Canton merchants take the 
same view on this point as the Shanghai 
Chamber of Commerce: “The native 
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grower must be looked to for any im- 
provement in manufacture or produc- 
tion; and as long as he feels no necessity 
for such improvement, it need not be 
expected.” ‘The Toung-li yamén has 
now before it the opinions of the mer- 
chants at the principal tea marts,the gen- 
flemen who drew up the Shanghai Report 
being all thoroughly acquainted with 
the trade of the river ports, and can not 
faii to sec in the concurrence of their 
views very striking testimony to the 
necessity of prompt action. ‘There are 
one or two special points in the Canton 
Minutes. As to weights, they say that 
it is worthy of remark that teas shipped 
from Canton waters invariably lose in 
weight on the homeward voyage, where- 


as those shipped from Foochow and the | 


northern ports always show distinct 
gain, he remedy for this is in the 
hands of the Imperial Maritime Customs, 
fur native packers are prepared to allow 
an extra ib. per box provided no export 
duty is charged upon it, a concession 
which the Imperial Maritime Customs 
will not grant. Aud the Minutes say 
that the steady fall in exchange has 
been of material assistance to the China 
grower, for it has enabled shippers to 
Jay down their purchases in London at 
lower sterling prices year by year, while 
paying almost the same tael prices to 
the Chinese as formerly. 








REVIEW.* 


‘Tue author of this volume paid & visit to 
Chungking in 1883, and rosided in that city 
forsome weeks, mixing a good deal with the 
people and carefully observing and noting 
on his journey all things that were worthy 
of note. The book is mainly a reprint 
of his journal, with » few additions. The 
author gives an animated aud elaborate 
account of his journey by boat, first to 
Ichang and then through the dreaded gorges 
on the Yangtze and other perils of the river 
to his destination in the commercial capital 
of Szechuen, Both on the journeying 
and during his residence in Chungking, Mr. 
Little lived among the people, adopting 
their ways as far as possible, “ their 
food, and acquainting himself with their 
thoughts and superstitions. Tn this way he 
pickud up a good deal of useful and enter- 
taining matter, and we have here and there 
throughout his book anecdotes and touches 
which give us a better notion of the 
people than we should ha ned from 
am elaborate disyuisition. The account 
of his journey has not much that will 
interest readers out here until Mr. Little 
has reached Shasze, the great place of 
trade below Ichang, which he found to 
be, like most if not’ all places in China 
where there is no fyfeign trade, greatly 
fallen from its former estate. It has, 
as an instance of its decadence, a noble 
stone embankment about twelve feet high 
with a fine promenade or bund on the top, 
which was built in the time of China's 
ness,“ Imagine the Thames em- 
nkment built on the banks of a river 
with an annual instead of a daily tide, and 
that a degenerate people have gradually 
encroached ou the roadway uutil scarcely a 
chair can pass,” Over the edge of this 
embankment all the garbage of the place is 
thrown. Itis a picture familiar to those 
who bave passed throu; ies and large 
towns in China. Mr. Little left Shasze on 
the 12th of March in a boat built especially 
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for the passage of the rapids, about forty feet 
Jong and three deep, a light craft drawing 
just fourteen inches with five passengers 
and about a ton of impedimenta. ‘The 
crew did not affect the draught of the boat 
much as they were inostly on shore tracking 
during the day. Arrived at Ichang the 
author, among other excursions in the 
vicinity, made an ascent of Yung-wu Shan, 
and here we meet with the first instance of 
the cheapness of living in central China. 
‘The author's hotel bill for supper, lodging for 
a night, and breakfast in the niorning, for 
himself ‘and coolie, with a pair of sandals 
for the latter, was only 132 cush or 6d.; in 
Chungking the hire of a pony for a day 
with # maloo was Od, and a travelling com 
panion of Mr. Little, a man in the employ- 
ment of a large Shansi firm, had left his 
wife at home with an allowance of ten 
tacls or £2 10s. a year. It is evident from 
what Mr. Little says of the cost of various 
things, that living for the common people 
in Hupeh and Szechuen is as cheap as it is 
in the north, 

Leaving Ichang on the 18th March, 
Little's boat entered the flrst_gorge on the 
same day, and he gives a glowing account of 
its wonders, making it a matter of thank- 
fulness that he saw this scenery before the 
globetrotter and the steamboat had vulgaris- 
edit! The other gorges and the labour and 
danger attending their navigation, are de- 
scribed day by "The towering’ magnif 
cence of the Yangize gorges has often been 
described, but Mr. Little's careful detail of 
their appearance and peculiarities is in- 
teresting. Of the dangers which are 
incurred not only on the river but by the 
trackers on its banks, the following, though 
somewhat exceptional, is a good instance : 

Before we came to our anchorage, I had 
been walking along the shore, following the 
trackers. At length the towing-path rounded 
a smooth, almost precipitous about 100 
feet above tho river level, until at last the 
narrow foot way came to an end and the clhow 
of the slope was rounded by some ten or 
twenty jle footsteps cut in the fave of the 
smooth limestone, just large enought for the 
small fect of «Chinaman. Iwasstuck, I could 
not go forward, and dared not turn reund to 

back; the trackers were far ahead, and 
the short twilight was fast merging into night, 
Twas almost in despair, when fortunately one 
of the trackers came back to look for me. 
Carefully divesting myself of my boots, avoid- 
ing a glance at the foaming water below, and 
holding the man’s hand, T800n got over} but 
what a path for men harnessed to a tow-line 
to risk their necks o 

Above the Coffin Gorge iron chains are 
attached to the cliffs to assist the junks 
going up stream in the summer freshets. 
These chains were stolen once by junkinen 
who found them converted into # snake on 
thoirarrival in Hankow. Needless to say the 
thieves hurried back aud replaced the 
on the rock, where it resumed its original 
formas all men who gu there can see. There 
are fire towers in the Gorge region, to give 
the alarm by their sinvke in troublous times. 
At one rapid, women had taken up a posi- 
tion on the ledge where they begged im- 
portunately, their distress being attributed 
to the four years’ drought through which 
the country had passed. Mr. Little says 
of this 

Isit possible that the deserts of Central 
Asia, once the ‘manufactory of nations,” 
after invading Kan-su and Shan-si, the latter 
‘once the granary of the empire, are stretching 
their octopus clutch towards this, the fairest 
jewel in the Celestial crown?’ Will the 
Tecklessness of the people, and the fatuous 
conceit of its governors allow the country to 
decay and become obliterated like Nineveh 
and Babylon, and the once flourishing cities 
of Asia ene Or will Western influence 
interfere, and force or turn 
this magnificent Conary ‘sod ite industrions 
inhabitants to some real account? 

Dangerous as the navigation of the Yang- 
tze between Ichang aud Szechuen may be, 
whatever wind may blow there is never 
any “sea,” the Chinese say because the 
tiver runs too fast, but Mr. Little thinks the 
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cause is the pepe choto-chow water 
which effectually stops its rising. His de- 
scription of the dangers and difficulties of 
the navigation has strengthened our belief 
in the success of steamer traftic on the 
upper Yangtze. 
1¢ wiost interesting part of Mr. Little's 
book is that devoted to Chungking and the 
neighbouring country. Eastern Szechuen 
is well wooded, and every inch, except 
what is occupied by the graves, of the fe 
Jand that can be is cultivated. It is a 
picturesque country and produces nearly 
everything but cotton, which we are 
told with wearisome iteration does not 
flourish there and has to be imported. 
Chungking is a bustling, prosperous place, 
and its people are described by our author 
as easy going, Kindly disposed to each 
other, clannish insupporting their relations, 
Bospiinale, attached to their ag rs, and 
patlic epitited, where their feelings are 
aroused, to a degree unknown in Europe. 
There, however, as everywhere in China 
“the social system is undermined, from 
1 lowest, by peculation and 
deceit, and from armies ‘which exist only in 
the Commander-in-Chief's wardrobe, and 
public granaries containing nothing but 
chaff, down to presents not intended for 
acceptance, and proclamations never meaut 
to be observed, the whole empire is one 
vast sham." Mr, Little puts Confucia- 
nism on a, par with Christianity, and has 
no sympathy with missionaries 
g quite contrived to denude 
of his nationality he describes the Chinese 
truthfully here and there in his book, 
and the flattering estimate of them that 
hepresents in some places iscounterbalanced 
by such passages as the above, aud others 
which have apparently escaped him inadver- 
tently. Possibly the repetitions and such 
Passages os the following would have been 
withdrawn had the book been edited by the 
author, or revised by some judicious friend. 
Mr. Little had visited a Taoist temple, a 
at summer resort of the festive Chung: 
ing people, but times were then bad aud 
the: priests ‘complained bitterly that thay 
could not cover their expenses. On which 
Mr. Little says :— 

There are a number of Catholic converts 
about here whose mites are diverted from their 
local deities, going to swell the fund from which 
the distractingly ugly white-washed churches, 
affected by missionaries, are built. Meanwhile 
the beautiful old temples with their cool halls 
and shady gardens and every aspect which 
art and nature can combine to sooth the brain, 
weary of the outer world, are falling into 
decay. Even their rich deep quiet-sounding 
bells are being slowly removed by the barba- 
rian curio-collector, to be replaced by the diss 
conlant jingle of the chapel adjavet.. How 
often in some quiet wooded valley have I heard 
the deep bell sounded with a single stroke at 
long intervals, of some Buddhist shrine callin, 
to Vespers, and rested from my walk an 
‘watched the worshippers and smoking incense ! 
“Vineisti Gulilea !". I feel inclined to say 
with the old Roman stoic, As a nineteenth 
century European I say,—" Why cannot the 
exalted teachings of Jesus be grafted upon the 
results of previous struggles towards. better 




















life, instoad of being antagonistic to, and des- 
troying them?” 


‘Times were bad at that time but they were 
to be worse in Chung-king, when every- 
thing commercial and finsneial in the 
province was thrown into confusion, 
by the stupid policy adopted in 1883 by 
the ‘local oticials, “Mr. Little found. the 
agency of a Shansi bank established in 
Chungking where it had existed for 270 
years, but soon afterwards it succumbed to 
the great commercial crisis through which 
China passed. He asked the manager how 
he accounted for one firm remaining in 
existence for nearly three centuries, and 
the reply was ‘‘Our rule is strict; our 
inside staff are all from Shansi, they are 
apprenticed, live in the hong, and are never 

lowed out after nine at night.” ‘The opera- 
tions of this bank and others of the same 
kind were directed from Shansi. Mr. Little 
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bean oe ah nome communication 
with Chungking, there would be a great in- 
crease in exports of the produce of Szechuen. 
He found in one place in Chungking about 
a hundred mon at work weaving sill 
and earning 100 cash a day and their rice. 
Szechuen silk he says canniot compete with 
that of Hoochow. list of the natural 
productions of the district and the remarks 








‘on the business capabilities of Chungking | passed 


make the book a valuable addition to our 
knowledge of that part of China, Mr. 
Little was hospitably entertained by several 
Chinese, and one family of Tungs took him 
to visit 4 coalmine of theirs some miles from 
Chungking, which had been started by,» 
capitalist whose funds were insuficient to 
keep it going. ‘The mortgagee expected it 
to fall into his hands, and forcibly preven- 
tod Mr. Tung, who had bought it for little 
more than enough to clear off the incum- 
brances, from taking possession. Mr. Tung 
therenpon collected a force, led it on a night 
attack which was met, but by which the 
mortgagee’s army was beaten, but not before 
one of them had been transfixed by a spear. 
Accharge of murder was preferred by the 
mortgagee before the Prefect, and it cost 
Mr. Tung Tis, 4,000 to get clear of the au- 
thorities, ‘The mine does not seem to 
yield a good return, Coal, soft bituminous, 
and apparently of good quality was sold 
in the neighbourhood at about six shil- 
Tings a ton, Tobacco, of good and strong 
flavour was sold at four pence a pound, 
Living in'a Okineso family, of what. we 
should call tho upper middle class, and 





seeing a good deal of other society of 
king, Mr. Little 


the same kind in Chungki 
gives i it 
weariness that is very instructive. 
Jong dinners, the supper in the evening, the 
hoursof more than half darknessafterwards, 
scarcely relieved by games of chess, cause 
him to say: No wonder that the Chinese, 
with no new books and no newspapers to 
amuse them, gradually take to passing their 
evening over the social opium-pipe. In 
Szechuen the trade Guilds aro powerful 
and the author says of them :— 

‘The same contrast between the glory and 
and magnificence of the public institutions 
and the comparative squalor of the homes ; 
the exclusion of the fair sex from their festal 
meetings: the richness of the costumes and 
the diré hidden beneath them ; the universal 
interest with which all public festivities, reli- 

us as well as secular, are regarded ; the 
rigid thrift observed in private, combined 
with a magnificent lavishness in public ; the 
settlement of all trade disputes by the guild, 
and the shunning of all law and lawyers ; the 
rales laid down by the guilds obeyed unques- 
tioned and the written etiquette of business 
no less strictly observed ; the liberal subscrip- 
tions and legaci lds, and the 
way in whi 
to be called upon for funds in times of cala- 
mity and distress. Szechuen is specially 
worthy of study in this respect, its customs 
being unalloyed with outside ideas. 

Readers will find in this book by far the 
best account of Chungking and the life of its 
mercantile classes which has yet appeared. 
‘The féng shni and other superstitions are so 
described that we see what an important 
part they play in the lives of Chinese com- 
munities and individuals. More care in 
editing would have removed some blemishes, 
as for instance the adoption in the intro- 
ductory chapter of 71 millions as the popula- 
tion of Szechuen and the statement further 
on that the population is probably 30 to 35 
millions. 



























REVIEW.* 
‘Tur fascicule just issued by this Society is 
full of most valuable facts, which it would 
de impossible for any oné writing a solid 
book on China to neglect, but which are 
not holiday reading by any means. Some 
acuteness in Mr. Wei Yiian’s remarks on 
‘Journal of the China Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society. Vol. XXII, Nos, 1 and 


ik | case with the pape 





of the articles, too, have had the edge of 
their novelty’ taken off by having been 
published in a more or less condensed form 
in our columns, and this is especially the 
rs of the most general 
interest in this number, those on the liabi- 
lity of the individual members in Chinese 
partnerships. As to most of the 
readers have the advantage of the criticisms 
‘on them at the Society's meetings, 
which are printed in the proceedings, and 
with such an acute critic as Mr, Kingsmill 
present at the meetings, their errovs are 
sure to be discovered and pointed out. Mr. 
Parker's paper on the Military Organisation 
of China prior to 1842, is only of value to 
the historian. Mr, Beecher's paper on the 
Mineral Resources of Eastern Shantung 
has been anticipated by the publication of 
the summary. It proves careful study of 
the subject on the part of the author, and 
justifies the conclusion that the coalfields 
in the west of the province must be properly 
worked, before the true mineral resources 
will be’ recognised and appreciated, Mr. 
Jamieson has already suninarised in our 
columns the papers on Chinese partnership ; 
the most valuable fact to be gathered from 
them being that Chinese commercial luw, $0 
far as it exists, does not recognise the liabi- 
lity of partner, unless he is the actual 
for any loss beyond the sum he 
iginally contributed to the partner- 
ship; aud this should be well understood 
by the directors of joint stock companies 
having Chinese shareholders. ‘The validity 
of the Chinese shareholders’ signature to 
the deed of settlement, by which he agrees 
to be bound by British law and custom, has, 
however, yet to be tested. ‘The Notes on 
the Early History of the Salt Monopoly in 
China, by Dr. F. Hirth, contain some in- 
teresting statements by the way. The 
first mention of the use of salt occurs, we 
learn, in the Yie-knug, the Emperor Yi 
(2203-2197 B.C.) having called upon the 
province of Ch‘ing-chou, now Shantung, 
to supply him, among other things, with 
salt, A thousand years later there’ were 
regularly appointed officials to control the 
distribution and taxation of salt ; and this 
has gone on, with changes, to our own day. 
‘The idea of making salt a government 
monopoly appears to have arisen with the 



































zat statesman and stat Kuan 
hung, who died in 645 B.C.; he made 
iron a’ government monopoly too, findin, 


that iron was as much a necessary of 
life as salt ; for ‘the officials in charge 
of the iron-works had reported that every 
wonun in the country must have a needle 
and a knife, that every field labourer 
must have a plough, a spade, and a cook- 
ing pan, a cart, a hatchet, ete.,—all these 
being necessaries of life, tax upon which 
would be s regular source of public re- 
venue.” Here Dr. Hirth reminds us that 
some two thousand years ago the iron in- 
dustry of China assumed important dimen- 
sions. Central Asia drew its supplies of 
iron from China; and Pliny tells us that 
of all kinds of iron coming to Rome, the 
Chinese iron was the best. For sume time 
the collection of the taxes on salt and iron 
went on together: but it is impossible to 
condense Dr. Hirth’s paper, which is al- 
ready itself a summary, and we must refer 
to it those who care to follow up the history 
of the salt gabelle is China. “Dr. Hirth’s 
paper is followed by a somewhat dry one, 
crowded with facts, by Mr. E. H. 

on the Salt Revenue of China ;—i 
fortunately ton often the case with Mr. 
Parker's writings, that the reader cannot 
see the wood for the trees ;—and by some 
Remarks on the Production of Salt in 
China, by the late Archimandrite P. Zwilet- 
Koff, translated by Mr. Carles. ‘There is 
a delightful simplicity about these remarks, 
but not very much novelty. Mr. Nocen- 
tini’s Names of the Sovereigns of the old 
Corean States, and Chronological Table 
of the Present Dynasty, is the acme of 
adust research. Mr. Parker's note on the 
Sale of Office is useful ; and there is much 























the Mongols. Mr. Wei Yiian owns how 
useful the introduction of Buddhism has 
been in subduing the Mongols, and asks, 
“Ts it possible to make use of the religion 
of Jesus, with its rewards and punishments, 
in order to put a stop to the Opium which 
comes from the West?” The note on the 
Andaman Cannibals, by Dr. Hirth, is 
amusing ; and when careless coolies break 
their precious blue-and-white, readers may 
turn to the note which follows for a recipe 
for a cement to join the pieces together. 
M.D.F., quoting a sentence from a Chinese 
author, asks if the Kangaroo is not con- 
fined to Australia. The animal referred to, 
however, is obviously the Jerboa, which has 
long been known to exist on the plains of 
Asia, Dr. Hirth’s Notices of New Books 
are interesting as well as useful ; and it is 
to be hoped that his approaching departure 
for Europe will not prevent his still con- 
tributing to these journals, for which he 
has done so much while here. 








GLIMPSES OF TONGKING. 

T assume that Americans generally, in- 
cluding even the ominevous and cultured 
readers of the Nation, are so imperfectly 
informed respecting ‘Tongking, (Northern 
Annam) that a summary of some few 
observations that I have made on a flying 
visit to Haiphong, its port, and Hanoi, its 
capital, will not form an unreadable com- 
munication. 

American interest. in| Annam was 
wakened in 1832 by Mr. Edmond Roberts, 
who moved President Jackson to commis: 
sion him to proceed as an Envoy to the 
Courts of Cochin China and Siam. Tu that 

eat he visited Turon, the port nearest to 

iué the capital of the former Kingdom, 
and again, in 1835 ; his efforts on both 
‘occasions proving abortive. ‘The insulting 
formalities required as preliminaries to the 
treaty, by the Ministers from the capital of 
Cochin China, left, me, says Mr. Roberts, 
no alternative save that of terminating 
a protracted correspondence, singularly 
marked from its commencement to its 
termination by duplicity and prevarication 
in the officials and servants of the Em- 
peror.* 

‘Equally unsuccessful were the European 
Powers in their diplomatic missions to An- 
nam, to endeavour to establish friendly 
relations with the King. French interfer- 
ence, commencing a century ago, concluded 
in our own day, terminated in the annexa- 
tion of Lower Cochin China and Cambodia 
and in imposing its protection over Annara 
and Tongking. To portions of the latter, 
alone, these notes extend. 

‘Two days’ of steaming convey travellers 
from Hongkong to Haiphong. On enter- 
ing the Hainan Straits in clear weather he 
obtains distant views of the Seichau Penin- 
sula on one side, and Hainan Island on the 
other, and soon after a glimpse of the road- 
stead of Hoihow, an island, is afforded. 
Several hydrographical phenomena aro ob- 
servable on the voyage;-in the Straits a 
current flows at all seasons, sixteen hours 
from east to west, and eight from west to 
east: when the wind and current are in 
opposition, local circular currents are form- 
ed which churn, and screw the mud thirty 
and more fathoms below, causing it to 
appear in spots on the surface of fifty yards 
or soin area, imparting a mottled appear- 
‘ance to the azure surface ; but most strik- 
ing are the diurnal tides of the Tongking 
galt, where there is only one. flood and 
‘one ebb in 24 hours ;—the period of highest 
tides following the moon’s extreme declina- 
tion. 

‘None of the sediment brought down by 
tho Red River is. borne away to sea, but 
all of it goes to extend the Delta which 
advances on the sea at the rate of over 200 


* Embassies to the Eastern Courts of Siam, 
Cochin China and Muscat in the U.S. sloop 
of war Peacock, in 1832, 1833 and 1834 by 
Edmond Roberts, 
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fect annually. Vessels plying between 


Before steamers excluded sailing vessels 


Hongkong and Haiphong foul rapidly, re- | from the Chinese Coast, a portion of the 


quiring to be dock 
uacles every few months. 
lightship, and buoys, render sufficiently safe 
(with pilots) the approaches to Haiphong, 
Put there are two bars that can be crossed 
only at high water. 

faiphong, about 20 miles up one of the 
nineteen arms ofthe Red River, is the new- 
ly establisbed mart, Haiphong, which until 
two years ago’ was a village of “hovels, 
but having a suitable dwelling for the 


the Resident. Within that short period 
& town has sprung up with American 
rapidity. A broad canal has been exca- 
vated, the mud of which has been utilised 
for raising the ground which it. en- 
closes, and on which the town has been 
built.’ Broad rectangular streets have heen 
laid out, a palatial hotel, an iron market, 
godowns for storing goods, rows of stores, 
and elegant. private residences ;—indeed, 
governmental amd mercantile enterprise has 
worked marvels, and new buildings are still 
in course of erection, indicating confidence 
in the future greatness of the port. An 
enterprising Californian has at great cost, 
constructed a steam sawmill to meet the 
demand for houses and vessels, but the en- 
couragement that it receives is hot commen- 
surate with its merits, Adjacent to the mill 
Annamese sawyers may be seen competing 
auecessfully with machinery,—Inbour wages 
are too low here for machinery to be re- 
munerative. Steamers of light draught con- 
neet the port with Hanoi, and with all the 
Inzge towns of the Delta. 

At the beginning of last year the French 
population, exclusive of officials, was 271 ; it 
is supposed thatthenumberhasbeen doubled 
since that time. ‘There were then 41 Ger- 
man merchants and 8 British residents, en- 

gl inthearts, Germans, who with China- 

men control here as in Saigon the greater 
portion of the foreign trade, are Rthine- 
landers, and consequently leas unwelcome 
than other Teutons, ‘There were 4,700 
Chinese (all these figures include women 
and children) who were flocking thither in 
great numbers, but the imposition of an 
invidious, voxatious and oppressive capita- 
tion tax, to which they were subjected, 
has put’ an end to that source of the 
prosperity of Tongking, where as soon as 
mining operations couimence, the folly of 
that imposition will be discovered, perhaps 
before then. Here, as elsewhere where 
Chinamen congregate, are guildhalls. 

A solitary American arrived here last 
ear, but thie days of his existence in Ton 
ing ere already numbered, ‘This country 

was designed for Americans only as an 
agreeable place to visit, not for residence 
or the acyuisition of pelf. 

Commerce.—The following list of arrivals 
of vessels during the past two years, will 
afford a view of the commercial aspects of 
this juvenile mart :— 

1886, 




















‘Number, Tonnage, 








French 68 36,461 
British 42 28,468, 
German 56 26,163 
17,390 

1,218 

1,850 

8512 

366 120,062 


French, 
British 
German 
Danish 
Dutch 
Norwegian 
‘American... 

Total, 
Chinese Junks 





“452 140,719 








for scraping off bar- , carrying trade was under the French flag ; 
'k Tighthouse, | now the tricoloris restricted to mail steamers 


which ply between this port and Saigon. 
‘The two American vessels brought Oregon 
pine for housebuilding. 

Reports of the Director of Customs for 
Annam and Tongking. M. Rocher, show 
receipts for 1886—2,904,004 francs, 

sy 1887—4,310,000 francs, oranii 
1,400,000 francs, due probably in 
to improved exports and productions, 


crease of 


art 
French Consulate, sthich is now that. of | Rice, the great staple of the country) is now 


anarticle of importation, (owing to drought), 
cotton, silk, sugar-cane, straw for mats, 
gambier, lacquer oil, indigo, tea, lead, tin, 
salt fish, are among’ the principal exports. 
Opium, ‘cottons, coal, flour (Californian) 
kerosene and Chinese articles are imported. 
‘American cottons are too thick to be used 
in the South of China, and still less in 
Tongking. 

Recently, to the dismay of French mer- 
chants. a new tariff has come into operation 
which will inevitably retard, or arrest mer- 
cantile enterprise, aud prove a blight tothe 
industrial developement of this already 
‘bureau ridden country. 

Unfortunately, in selecting Haiphong as 
the port of Hanoi a grave error was com- 
mitted, It was discovered when too late 
that an arm of the Red River extended to 
the commodious and ensily accessible Along 
Bay, or Port Courbet, which affords an- 
chorage for vessels of the greatest draught, 
while coal is found near the beach, with 
the additional advantage of being situated 
far enough from the arm of the Delta to 
admit of a railway being made without 
constructing many bridges, Moreover, that 
bay possesses strategic advantages as a 
naval station. For these reasons the decad- 
ence of Haiphong is predicted by an en- 
gineer in a communication published by 
the Societe de Geographie de Paris. On the 
other hand, the Courrier d’Haiphong en- 
deavours to combat the claims of Honegac, 
Haiphong Bay. It is impossible not to 
sympathise with those who have embarked 
their all in Jots and buildings at the in- 
perilled port. 











Six of the provinces 
kingdom of Annam, styled 
Lower Cochin China, have been annexed by 
France. North ofthese are twelve provinces, 
constituting the present Kingdom of Annam, 
under the protection of the Republic, their 
Sovereign being in the enjoyment of a con- 
siderable degree of independence ; between 
Annam and China are the thirteen provinces 
of Tongking, nominally a protectorate of 
France but virtually French territory. 

The Government of Annam is modelled 
on the excellent Chinese system and the 
French wisely adopted it in its entirety, 
and, as regards the Court of Hué, allow 
much freedom, and autonomy toa consider- 
able extent. ‘In this subjugated protec- 
torate all the ancient machinery is retained, 
from tithing men to Governors all are 
natives nominated by the King of Annam, 
but subordinated to the French Residents 
who are under a President or Governor- 
General at Saigon. Communal headmen 
continue to collect taxes, the communes 
maintain public works and preserve trat 
quility. The Government of Hanoi and Hi 
phong Residents are aided by Councilors 
whom they select from the leading men of 
business, including Annamese and Chinese. 
Greatly to the detriment of administration 
the-Governor-Generals have been changed 
every few months for some years past. 

D. J. Maccowax. 

Hanoi, January 1888. 











THE FRENCH MAIL-PAPERS. 
‘Werrtxe of the Centenary of the Times the 
jor has these remarks on the career 
of the Thunderer, which we should say are 
in the main fair enough. But the reason 








why the Times does not appear to have ever 
anticipated public opinion is that it was not 
its policy to do so. It had to ascertain as 
accurately as postible the current opinion 
of the middle class, ‘upon any question 
that had risen into iniportance, and when 
it felt sure that it had rightly gauged 
this, it followed it though it appeared as 
if directing it. In Carlyle’s Life of John 
Sterling, the father of the subject of the 
biography is depicted passing the greater 
gare of the, day. in picking up floating 
opinion, and writing slashing leaders at 
hight in whieh he assimilated what he bad 


We have said nothing of the power of the 
Times, for though it was considerable, espe- 
cially in the negative sense, the ostracism of 
subject in the Times being most serious 
hindrance, we believe it to have been con- 
siderably ‘exaggerated. While the middle 
class ruled, the journal which tried to express 
its opinion naturally seemed to rule; and 
occasionally Mr. Delane, who was a states- 
‘man, did upon single points actually rule, 
frightening the Executive into particnlar 
resolves. But we cannot remember an occa~ 
sion, and its own conductors do not quote 
one, when the Times actually tured the 
minds of the middle class; and its editors 
have rarely detected their probable opinion 
far in advance, ‘They did, perhaps, see it 
before the Crimean War began, but. they 
utterly failed to anticipate it in the matter of 
the +h Colonels’ threats, when a great 
Government with a large majority went down 
ina night, ‘They represented its opinion won- 
derfully in the whole Free-trade discussion, 
bearing down aristocratic resistance and manu 
facturers’ hesitancy with the haughtiest deci- 
sion ; but they were thrown in their wrestle 
of thirty years with Lord Palmerston, who 
became dictator in their despite, and’ have 
been beaten over and over again by both Lord 
Beaconsfield and Mr. Gladstone, “They never 
succeeded, in fact, except when they were 
mouthpieces, and their power was only the 
power of those whom they interpreted. How 
much power they now possess it would be 
difficult to say, for they still affect the judg- 
ment of the middle class, which includes the 
bulk of our legislators and all administrators 
of mark, though it does not include the ulti- 
mate rs of sovereignty ; but that it 
will decline during the next century, we feel 
almost assured. \Ve do not meat ‘that the 
Times itself will decline. ‘There is no reason 
whatever why it should not advance, for 
while the world grows more and more able to 
yy for it, the interest of mankind in that 
istory of the world which it tries day by day 
to report, becomes more and more intense 
‘The drama grows more exciting in its com- 
parative speed, and the audience more willing 
to be excited. ' It is quite possible, too, that 
this daily history should be improved, that 
many more countries should be brought 
within its purview—the Tiines at_present 
hardly knows of South America or Northern 
‘Africa—and that branches of that history now 
omitted, for instance, the literary progress of 
the Continent, should receive as much atten- 
tion as, say, sport does now. Even improve- 
ment of that kind brings in its thousands of 
readers. But the direct power of the Timex 
will decline, because the direct power of all 
journals will decline. Journalists are like 
teachers whose pupils are growing up. 
“New Year’s Eve” is rather a sentimental 
article which begins by describing as singu- 
larly impressive “‘the interest which col- 
lected a crowd in St. Paul’s Churchyard on 
































Saturday night—though there had been no 
service in St. Paul's—to hear the great bell 
strike twelve on the last night of 1887 at the 





very heart of the great English capital, and 
to give a hearty cheer at the opening of 
New Year.” The concluding sentences of 
the article are :— 

It is worth noting that our year closes at 
midnight, and the midnight of winter, and 
that the New Year begins to count its hours 
from the darkest hour of the month in which 
the sun’s rays fall most feebly upon us. It 
has not always been so with the nations,—not 
always even with our own nation, The Homan 
Year, for instance, began with spring, and not 
‘with winter, and the Athenian with summer, 
and in our own Old Style our year began with 
March ; but now ours begins very nearly as 
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soon as the shortest day is passed, and it has 
passed through nearly a quarter of its cycle 

fore the external spring can be said to have 
come, It was a happy inspiration to put the 
close of the year and the opening of a new 
epoch in the middle of the dreariest period of 
ite ight. That suggests that it is not on 
outward but on inward sources of strength 
that the new hopes of the New Year must 
hinge ; that it is when the outward. influences 
fare most depressing that we feel it most in: 
cumbent on us to brace ourselves up for a new 
start, and to shake off most energetically the 
palsying influences which have shamed us in 
‘what has gone before. 

‘The Forged Letters—those from Prince 
Ferdinand to the Countess of Flanders— 
form the subject of articles both in the 
Spectator and the Saturday. Neither paper 
regards the incident or the letters as of 
much importance, but the Saturday says 
of Russian’s offer to keep quiet in Afghan- 
istan and leave us undisturbed in India if we 
would allow her a free hand in Europe : 

It is also true that, as lias heen frequently 
pointe ont, i depends solely on Rusia whe: 
ther or no England shall be friends with her. 
‘The soeret of that friendshi be found in 
Writ 

















a single text of Hol 
stole, steal no more,” We want nothing of 
Russia's, we do not even demand that Russia 
shall retire from tervitory which she has occu 
pied in continuous and ‘flagrant disregard of 
understanding after understanding with Eng- 
land. The  Russophobia” which is feigned 
by some interested persons to exist in England 
is for the most part, if not wholly, a silly 
fable. It depends absolutely on the conduct 
of Russia for a few years whether the enmity 
which at present exists on her side, and the 
too well-founded distrust which exists on ours, 
shall be replaced by an understanding at least 
ag solid as that which exists between Great 
Britain and any other Power whatever, But 
words will not do it, and nothing that 
Lord Randolph Churchill or any one else can 
say will do it, ‘The spectacle of one neigh- 
dour imploring another to come and fall upon 
his neck all the while that the implorer is 
pulling down fences, and removing landmarks, 
And enclosing common ground, and diverting 
watercourses, and impounding cattle, and so 
forth, is, no doubt, merely, as political comedy, 
an agreeable one, though it ean hardly 
exhibited to an admiring world without some 
loss of dignity on the part of hoth actors. 
if you want good neighhourship from us, 
good neighbour yourself and have dons 
with it” is the only reply that Lord Randolph 
or any one else who knows the facts can make 
to Russian plaintiveness. 

“Odium Anti-Medicum ” is upon the 
letters which Lord Grimthorpe addressed 
to the Times, in which he vigorously as- 
sailed the medical profession, in conse- 

juence of the Governors of the Queen's 

ubilee Hospital having dismissed one of 
their medical staff because he had connect- 
ed himself with an infirmary where tre 
tment by homozopathy is practived, if the 
patients desire it. Chief Justice Manisty 
Aecided against the Governors, but based 
his judgment chiefly on certain irregulari- 
ties in the mode of the attempted removal 
of their medical officer. Lord Grimthorpe 
thereupon vigorously attached the allopa- 
thie doctors, and the Satrday attacks him 
and homeopathy. It says :— 

Fither the whole of medical science rests 
upon nothing, «r homeopathy is utter non- 
sense. In these circumstances it is ridiculous 
to expect that allopathists will consort with 
homeopathists. honest and competent 
man cannot work with a ‘whom he be- 
Tieves to be either a fool or a knave. No one 
objects, to the practice of homeopathy by 
those who put faith in it, and any one may 
resort. to them if be thinks fit. But even 
Lord Grimthorpe can hardly suppose that it 
is in the power of the Law Courts, or even of 
Parliament, to make men of scientific training 
consort with ignoraxit quacks. It would not 
be tolerance, but scandalous indifference to 
truth and to human life, if doctors were to 
follow Lord Grimthorpe’s advice and treat 
homeopathy as an open question. Lord 
Grimthorpe says that homeopathy has never 
een formally condemned by the medical pro- 
fession as a whole. We doubt whether the 
Society of Architects have met together and 












































golemnly affirmed that the law of gravitation 
is sound. If Lord Grimthorpe thinks that any 
drug which will produce certain symptoms in 
a healthy person will cure the same symptoms | 
in a diseased person, and that a cough ora! 
rush is always due to the same cause, he is | 
entitled to his opinion. But he cannot make a | 
doctor share it, or force him to pretend to} 
respect those who do. 


“The Personal Element in Monarchy” is 
interesting ; the concluding part of the 
article is 

The habit, indeed, of speaking of the Cro 
rather than of the Queen is a symptom of the 
dwindling power of the Monarchy upon the } 
imagination of the people. Even a too rigid 
personal seclusion is injurious. The impres- | 
sion which, in our own time, Lord Palmerston, 
Lord Beaconsfield, and Mr, Gladstone have 
made on the public mind was partly due to 
the fact that they were familar figures in the 
public eye. ‘Two men, in most respects very 
unlike each other, have thoroughly understood 
the art of keeping popular interest in them 
alive and constant. Lord Chatham's magni- 
ficent displays, his armies of cooks and gar- 
deners, his ‘coach-and-six, his footmen and 
retainers, were a part of that courtiership of 
the people which Mr. Gladstone more econo- 
inically, but not less effectively, practises by 
means of his chips and his posteards, his hand- 
shakings and speeches at railway stations, 
reading of the lessons at Hawarden, and the 
other devices in which he is fertile. The 
‘more recent statesman understands as well as 
the older oue the arts of self-advertisement 
and self-display ; and the Lon bourgeois is as 
effective a part to play as the noble Roman, 
A sovereign who is uot personally known can 
can seldom excite the interest aud exercise 
the influence of a statesinan who is always on 
the public stage, and who makes his private 
life as public as he can. Without any un- 
worthy condescensions, which would fail of 
their mark, king or queen of England may 
easily familiarise the people with the person 
as well as with the functions of royalty. To 
neglect this branch of the art of reigning is to 
remove a barrier in the way of unscrupulous 
demagogisin working its will through Can- 
uses in the country’ and in a Caneus-chosen 
House of Commons. 

A vulgar and ill-drawn cartoon begins this 
number of the Pall Mall Budget and the 

litical articles are of the usual kind but 
There is an account of the new 
gold fields in the Transvaal, derived from 
au interview with Mr. Murray, proprietor 
of the Cape Times, who had just arrived in 
London from Africa. ‘This is what he said 
of the gold fields :— 

“Tt is the most magnificent gold field in the 
world, I assure you,” said Mr. Murray—“a 
gol ficld the wealth of, which is simply in- 
Calculable. Ihave conglomerate here, from 
the richest veins of the Randt, which will 
yield ten ounces to the ton. That however is 
exceptional. There are other lodes which 
average from five to six ounces ; but take the 
whole mass of one Randt reef it will average 
fully one ounce of pure gold to the ton of 
conglomerate. The yield is much more regular 
than that of the white quartz which to 
be found in the Transvaal.” 

“Is there much of this auriferous reef ?” 

“Much of it? No one cau say how much. 
The particular reef of which I am speaking is 
sixty-five miles long, and how deep no one 
knows. At nt the miners have gone 
down 200 ft. below the surface, and have not 
touched bottom yet. And this is only one 
among many reels which run parallel to each 
other from the north-east to the south-west, 
dipping as a rule to the south-west. There 
are at least dozens of such reefs, which, 
although not perhaps so richly auriferous as 
the Randt, are nevertheless more regular in 
their yield, and some of them being situated 
where they can be worked more cheaply may 
prove in the end a better property.” 

“What is the yield at present?” 

“No one knows how much gold has been 
actually produced in the Transvaal in the last 
twelve months, but the Randt reef alone was 
yieding at the ‘rate of £500,000 worth of gold 
per annum, and that is the produce of only 
500 stamps. | They are putting up 500 more, 
which will increase the yield to a million a 
year, and they will go on putting up machi- 

























































has been produced from the other reefs I am 
unable to say ; but even this output, large as 
it is, is trivial compared with what it may 
yet yield.” 

Ifthe Chinese do not work their Mongolian 
gold fields soon, they may find gold.a drug 
in the world in a few yeara, if these African 
and other fields are truly described. 

“ What about the Boers?” 

“The Boers of the Transvaal do not like 
it at all. They are selling their lands and 
‘trekking’ away into regions unpolluted by 
the presence of the miner. The Boers knew of 
this gold long ago; but President Pretorius 
told them to beware of making it known, for 








| the day op, which the existence of gold ‘was 
p tale 


announced their country would be 
them, and their lands would 

hands of the English. President Kriiger 
warned them still more recently that. they 


en from. 
into the 


| had fought with the black man and beaten 


him ;, they had fought with the white man 
and ‘held their own; but that gold was a 
third enemy more powerful than either of the 
preceding, aud that if they were not careful 
They world disappear before it, They are 
disappearing, aud a fresh population ix taking 
their place.’ You find no ‘Transvaal Boers 
in the gold fields—only a fow Orange Free 
Staters, and more Dutch from the colony. 
The Boer of the ‘Transvaal will have none of 
it, and his vrouw hates it even more than he, 
You must never forget that in the Transvaal 
it is the wife who osses the shanty. The 
‘man is out lhunting or looking after his stock 
all day: the wife is the head of the house- 
hold, who keeps things going. The Transvaal 
war was a woman's war, Tt was the vrouws 
who forced their husbands to fight. But for 
them the men would have grumbled and sub- 
mitted. Not that there need have been an 
war at all,” added Mr. Murray, bitterly, if 
we liad treated the Boers with ordinary com. 
mon sense, giving them responsible govern- 
ment which Sir ‘Srartle Frere had promised 
them, but which Lanyon, a military marti. 
net, never conceded, losing us thereby one of 
the richest territories on the earth.” 
‘The following rather neat epigram, on the 
Editor of the Pall Mall, is from The Wortds— 
In days of old, when England won her name, 
‘Trie valour followed where true virtue 














Are we 80 fallen from our former fame 

‘To follow lawlessness and crime inStead ? 

There is the usual variety in the St. 
Tames's Budget. 





Outports. 





CHINKIANG. 

-— 

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Chinkiang mourns the temporary loss of 

one of its leading lights, Dr. White, who 
for about ten years has watched over and 
tended the physical ailments of the com- 
munity here. Dr. White leaves your port 
for England per 8.8. Glenfruin for a year's 
holiday. As a doctor he will be missed, 
and asa leading man in all sports and 
amusements he leaves a gap in our ranks 
that ean only be filled by his return. His 
quiet, but ever consistent kindness and 
liberality, has been fully appreciated by us 
all here, and as a friend he has been always 
ready to hold out a helping hind to the 
needy. Among the Chinese officials, of 
whom’ many are his personal friends, he 
occupies a unique position on account of 
his knowledge of Chinese and his upright 
dealings with them in all business transac- 
tions. On his departure from here the 
route to the steamer was crowded with 
Chinese who had come to wish him God 
speed, and if crackers and good wishes have 
any tendency in bringing ‘Good Luck’ 
the doctor -will at least have his share, 
The foreign community was unable on 
account of the short notice the doctor gave 
of his intention to leave, to give him such 
a hearty farewell'as wonld have otherwise 
been the case, but on his arrival in Shang- 
hai he was presented with a more tangabie 

esteem, which we hope will serve as 











nery month after month and year 
for period which no man can foresee. What 


sign of i 
a link to Chinkiang in all his wanderinge,} 
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For the time being all troubles, Munici- 
pal and otherwise, have been allowed to 
sink into oblivion. Long may they rest 
there, say all of us. 

20th February. 

HI-NAN FU. 
ge 
(prow OUR OWS CORRESPONDENT.) 

A new phase has occurred in the mission- 
avy troubles of this city.” ‘The order came 
down from the Tsung-li Yamen to man 
satisfactorily. The United States Minister 
in his letter to the Yamen had req 
as one of three things that the landlord 
and middleman should be released from 
prison, What now was the way to meet 
the emergency? The Deputy appointed 
by the Governor to assist the Magistrate 
forced the landlord to write out another 
deed, in which he would sell the property 
to another man, The landlord did not 
dare to resist the order of this “paternal 
official,” aud so prepared such a deed. 
Doing’ this, he was then released. The 
last three days of his sojourn in prison, he 
had nothing either to eat or drink, as if to 
warn all others never to sell property to 
foreigners. Being released, he tried to get 
back the deed prepared and signed for the 
Presbyterian Mission, but in this failed, 
the deed being in the care of the mission” 
ary who has gone to Peking. The main 
trouble in the matter is a glaring injustice, 

Vex not thyself,” “however, “because of 
ovil doers.” 

Several questions have been asked us by 
other foreigners, questions no doubt, which 
express the sentiments of many. One is, 
“why not shake the dust from your feet, 
and leave such # troublesome plice as Chi- 
nan-fu?” Merely because the people or 
the mass of Chi-nan-fu are not opposed to 
the efforts of missionari The officials, 
moreover, are more and more learning to 
esteem the missionaries for their works’ 
sake, if not for the sake of their doctrine. 
Among the gentry, even, there are several, 
who in heart are friendly, and were it not 
for the fear of others, would help rather 
than oppose. Considering the decided 
improvement in attitude towards the mi 
sionaries, there is reason for holding on 
rather than deserting. Furthermore to 
desert now the provincial capital, would 
necessitate in a short time the desertion of 
the Province, except the little port of 
Chefoo, 

Another interesting matter is the reason 
of the hostility of the head of the gentry, a 
Mr. LiChing-ao, ‘The first reason is hisage. 
‘Over 70 years of age, and having lived in 

luces héstile to foreigners, he found it 

ard to change his course ‘or his spirit. 
He is also a Hanlin and is jealous of the 
progress of Western science and invention. 
in nature he is a nian corrupt and arrogant, 
deceitful and mulish. For his corruption 
he was degraded from his Governor-ship 
of Honan several years ago. Another in- 
cidental reason is found ina history, datin; 
‘back to 1860, when he was Governor 
Shanso. At that time anew French Treaty 
was made, and the man acting as Roman 
Catholic Bishop at once assumed possession 
of new privileges. He fired his cannon, 
eutered his chair with eight bearers, and 
marched in style to the Yamén of the Go- 
yernor. The chair was carried into the 
inner court, beyond the place when the 
‘Preasurer and Judge leave their chairs, and 
insisted on seeing the Governor. To get 
past the -difticulty the Governor granted 
an interview, but he at once became the 
sworn enemy of all foreigners and especi- 
ally all missionaries. ‘Hore than ones 
had he shown in his retirement, hostility 
to the Roman Catholics, and more than 
once also to the Protestants. With every 


























new. opposition he seems to becomes more 
sour and unreasonable. ‘Truly he is a hard 
man for the officials to 2. 


“Hew shall we become friends of the gen- 
try? A slow butsure way; ‘Second friends 


juested | 


{of the officials, who in time will form the 
| gentry.” China’s influential men are not 

modified, still less converted, in a day. 
‘23rd January, 1888. 


‘Peace has not yet been declared between 
the missionaries and the gentry, The 
former press for a satis settlement, 
but the latter insist on a total yielding from 
the other side. The inese have a maxim, 
“Yield three »” but here it seems 
to be, ‘* Yield ten parts” for others, and 





age} “Yield none” for oneself. The Roman 


Catholics still continue to have trouble in 
the city of Chi-ning-chui. The Presby- 
terian Mission, which for several years 
has peaceably ‘rented a house and street 
chapel in this city, seems likely to have 
‘@ little trouble in’ prospect. The land- 
lord, who for some three years has 
rented a small house to the’ foreigner, 
now wants to rent it to others or use it for 
other purposes. It isnot certain how much 
this action is due to the opposition thnt has 
Deen raised against the Roman Catholics, 
who this year for the first time have sought 
for property in this city. Heretofore the 
American missionaries haverented property, 
and even lived in this place, without & par- 
ticle of objection. It is from one of the 

rominent families of this city that the 

ung-li Yamén recruits one of its members, 
Sen Yii-wen. His attitude is for the most 
part friendly, but_ if collision should 
arise between’ the Roman Catholics and 
the gentry of Chi-ning-chui, perhaps 
an effect might unconsciously be made on 
the sentiments and orders of the Tsung-li 
Yamén. The Americans have always rented 
property in the southern suburb, where 
no prominent families except Moham- 
medans live. As Mohamme m is a 
foreign religion, there seems a bond of 
sympathy rather than a ground for friction 
and persecution, 

Owing to the opposition that has been 
raised against the Church of England mis: 
missionaries at T‘ai-an-fu, it seems probable 
that they will have to retire, Already one 
of the missionaries is living with an Ameri- 
can family in Chi-nan-fu, and the other 
has sent a request to find a vacant 
house, by no means an ensy matter. Two 
missionaries of the English Baptist Mis- 
sion, who have come to help locate a 
station in Chi-nan-fu, are also searching 
for property, but the general opposition 
has aroused a fright, which prevents even 
lovers of money from renting to foaeigness 
ata high rate. At present money is no in- 
ducement. 

‘The affairs of the American missionaries 
are having a long standstill. The land- 
lord, who was released after three days of 
starving, and after being forced to write an- 
other deed, is closely watched by the gentry 
and their accomplices. If he leaves his 
home at all, he must report to the gentry. 
Though out of pisos, he is by no means at 
liberty. One day he told the missionaries 
that he wanted them to hold on to his 
property, or it would end in his having 
neither house nor money. 

‘The missionary whe went to Peking to 

resent the case to the United States’ 
Minister, is having more than a vacation. 
If he waits for settlement, he may find it 
necessary to locate in Peking, and give 
up Chi-nan-fu. The Minister has sent a 
letter to the Tsung-li Yamén, asking for 
information. When a reply ‘comes, more 
intelligence may be pss le of the “secret 
counsels” of the different Yaméns and 
powers that be. 

‘The Governor is still looking after the 
Yellow River, it being uncertain whether 
the water can be Jed back to the northern 
course or not. Thus the Government is 
compelled to spend money on different 
provinces to be ready for some possible 
Yellow River. Meanwhile the problem is 

















burst its banks and devastated so many 
hundreds of homes. 
2nd Feb. 





no nearer solution than before the river | by 


PEKING. 


—_-—_ 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 

The Shanghai community owes much to 
the spirited advocacy of the Bonded Ware- 
houses and dredging of the Woosung Bar 
in the Councils of the Tsung-li Yamén by 
a well-known Chinese statesman. This is 
not the first and I hope it will not be 
the last of the man: of ress that, 
are being initiated by the Chinese Govern- 
ment. “The success of foreign trade is 
known to be ultimately bound up with the 
Chinese tariff and revenue. The mere 
question of expense, it may be taken for 
granted, will not retard these and other 
necessaty improvements. It is, it must 
ever be remembered, very hard for one or 
two progressive Chinese statesmen to 
struggle agninst the combined conservatism 
of adozen or more colleagues. Neverthe- 
less the party of progress must in the end 
prevail. — Apropos of this, the question 
debated lately at your Literary Society, 
what China would do if all foreign in- 
fluence were absolutely withdrawn, would 
be extremely interesting. 

‘The Oriental Society held its January 
meeting in the Japanese Legation on the 
evening of the 10th. ‘The President gave a 
short address on the philosophy of Con- 
fucius after which the discussion on the 

mulation of China was resumed by long 
ind interesting speeches from Drs. Edkins 
and Dudgeon, Mr. Jordan criticised the 
discrepancies in some of the official returns. 
‘An abstract of these speeches might be 
interesting to your readers, and they will 
doubtless appear in the Society's proceed- 
ings. The Emperor went again to visit his 
father on the 14th, day in advanes of the 
time first specified. ‘This may indicate a 
certain urgency in the case. All sorts of 
rumours are afloat about the Prince re- 
ceiving foreign medicine and being treated 
by & foreign physician, and of coriain 
high statesman having’ been conculted in 
Tegned to western modicine by the Empress, 

these statements require to be taken 
with extreme caution, as some of them are 
utterly without foundation, even although 
attested by the Shih Pao. 

Tt is quite a mistake to suppose, as the 
Chinese Times doos in one of its articles on 
the Chinese Christian Protectorate, that the 
Chinese Government has receded from the 
position which it has taken up on this 
question, 

‘The Literary and Debating Society has 
held a most successful meeting at the Cus- 
toms’ mess, when thequestion was, ‘Ist ad- 
visable on all occasions to speak the truth.” 
‘There was a large attendance including 
many Indies. Dr. Martin spoke on the 

rmative and Mr. Addis on the negative 
le. Both speakers delivered powerful 
speeches. The Chairman, Mr. Pander, 
was exceedingly happy in his remarks and, 
the votes were about equally divided, 

‘The Missionary Association has held its 
January meeting, when a most able paper 
on the means of reaching the higher classes 
was read by the Rev. Gilbert Reid of Chi- 
nan-fu. This valuable paper is likely to 
see the light. Drs. Martin, Blodget and 
Dudgeon, Mr. Richard, Mr. Jones (Ching- 
chow-fu) Mr. Wherry and others took part 
in the discussion. ‘The suggestion of a 
college in each provincial capital was atrong- 
ly urged. One speaker deprecated the 
persistent attempts to force missionary 
questions, foreign buildings and chapels 
upon the Chinese in all possible places 
and asking the help of the foreign ministers, 
Ancther speaker quoted the e When 
you are persecuted in one city to an- 
other,” asthe policy thatshouldinmany cases 
be adopted. A merevictory of theforeigner 
over the Chineso in such a dispute might 
mean defeat to Christianity. The religion 
sought to be disseminated should not suffer 

‘the over eagerness of its advocates 
to have the support even of treaty right. 
The e Roman Catholic Church 
to invade the sanctity of the birthplace of 
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Confucius was referred to and condemned. 
It is hoped that no such affront to the 
Chinese will be attempted at present by 
either Protestant or Catholic missions. 
Surely this spot can be left alone for the 
present. It will be time enough after 
the whole Empire bas been occupied and 
evangelised to attack Yenchow Fu. 

‘We had a magnificent dinner in the Bank 
on the 25th in celebration of the Burns 
anniversary. ‘The menu was capitally got 
up. Mr. Addis of course occupied the post 
of honour, and Dr. Dudgeon acted as crou- 
pier. There were delivered @ number of 
excellent speeches in proposing and reply- 
ing to the various tonats, and a grand pyro- 
technic display brought the evening to a 
close about the “wee short hour ayont the 
twal” and everyone spoke in the highest 
terns of the entertainment of the evening. 
The paueity of Scots at the capital at pre- 
sent was made up by invitations being ex- 
tended to members of all nationalities. 

On the 26th our first theatrical perform- 
ance took place, when ‘t Mon Isménie” was 
excellently played by some of our French 
residents, followed by ‘‘ Box and Cox” which 
was also’ admirably” acted by three of our 
British residents. Our second theatrical 

formance entitled ‘Meg's Diversion” 

has bom postponed indetnitaly on acoount 
of the sudden and unexpected death of Mrs 
Rhein, and the illness of several others of 
the community from typhoid fever. ‘The 
Fancy Dress Ball, to be given by Sir Robert 
Hart, is looked forward to with special in- 
terest. The Tiontsin band is expected wy 
to enliven the proceedings. Our nmil 
overland are arriving with commendable 
regularity. 

We have had a fall of five inches of snow 
and the weather, as is usual at this time of 
year, has become decidedly cold, 

Blst Jan. 








TIEN''SIN. 


‘A Literary and Debating Society has 
been inaugurated, and at the first meeting 
Mr. A. Michie was elected President, an 
Messrs. W. McLeish, Byron Bronan, ‘Paul 
H. King and the Rov. 'T. Bryson, the 
Committee. 

A pleasing divergence from the usual 
fonn of service was Inaugurated in Union 
Church, Tientsin, on Sunday evening last, 

isting of readings by the Rev. J. 
Robinson from Bunyan's famous allegory, 
“Pilgrim's Progress," interspersed ‘with 
sucred wongs appropriate to the subject. 
‘The songs, several of which were rendered 
by the choir alone, were well chosen and 
beautifully sun; 











Chinese Times. 








JAPAN. 

The Tokio Maru arrived on Wednesday 
morning with dates to the 14th from Yoko- 
hama, and the 16th instant, from Kobe. A 
staff of six Indies, with a matron, has sailed 
from England, and they will take up their 
posts in the new Ladies’ Institute at Tokio, 


in April. A. large building, formerly 
occupied by Pringe Avisuguwra, is being get 
ready for them, the sum of $100,000 has 
been guaranteed as capital, and’ H.ILH. 
Prince Kitashirakawa has accepted the 
Presidency. A foreign gentlemen in Tokio, 
‘who does not wish his name published, has 
sent the Japan Mail a cheque for $200, as a 
contribution to the Yellow River Inunda- 
tion Fund, An Oriental Marine Products 
Company is being started in Tokio with a 
capital of 3,000,000 yen. ‘The Hochi Shim- 
bun, in some remarks on Treaty Revision, 
writes very reasonably that the hoy 

Jupan must be limited by her abilities. 
“The results of international negotiations 
depend far more upon the relative strength 
of the negotiators than upon the 

of the diplomatits engaged. - «Japan 
must make her strength the measure of her 
demands.” No wild “ barbarian-expel- 
ling” dreams are possible now. Yokohama 
was visited on the Lith by a veritable dust 





f | he was putting in crop. 


storm, which lasted nearly all day and for 
a time rendered life in the settlement little 
short of misery. There is to be an exhibi- 
tion at Kioto for fifty days, beginning on 
the 15th of September next, of products 
from Kioto, and neighbouring pre- 
fectures. The Foot-ball Match between 
‘Kobe and Yokohama, which touk place on 
the 13th at the latter port, ended ina 
victory for Kobe by two goals to one. Mr. 
B. F. Wright, who has been for nine years 
Locomotive Superintendent on the Impe- 
rial Government Railways, died sudden! 

at Kobe on the 13th. His funeral tool 

place on the 15th, almost the whole foreign 
community following the coffin, which was 
preceded by about five hundred of the rail- 
way employés walking in fours, the In- 
perial Railway department. having closed 
the works, in order to allow the men to 
attend. 
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COINAGE OF CASH IN KIANGSI. 
January 14th.—Early in the present 
Chinese year an order was sent to all the 
provinces requiring them to coin « pre- 
scribed number of cash of the standard 
weight of one mace each. On the receipt 
of these instructions the Governorof Kiangsi 
sent an officer to Shanghai to purchase 
supplies of copper and lead. Suficient 
materials having been procured, a mould 
and a pattern form of cash were obtained 
from Peking, and the work of coinage was 
started about six week ago at Nan-ch‘ang- 
Fu. The Governor states that he visited 
the mint and personally impressed upon 
the directors and workmen the importance 
of turning out strong and solid coins with 
polished rims and well-cut holes in the 
centre. He now forwards ten specimens 
of the new cash to the Privy Council to be 
submitted to the inspection of the Emperor, 
and a like number is to be sent for examina- 
tion by the Boards concerned. Should the 
result prove satisfactory, he proposes to go 
on with further castings and take 
measures for placing the cash in circulation 
as may meet the interests of the people and 
safeguard the currency system, 
POISONING OF SIX PLOPLE IN ONE HOUSEHOLD. 
January 15th.—(1) Chang Ssii-yin-tzit 
was a day labourer in the department of 
K‘o-liian in Shansi, who was put to 
straits to gain a livelihood. He had a 
second cousin named Chang Wan-ta living 
in the neighbourhood, to whom he made 
many unsuccessful applications for the loan 
of money. Two years ago he lost his wife, 
and, being without funds, asked his cousin 
to help him to procure a coftin.. The latter 
not only refused to do so, but jeered at his 
poverty; Early this year he again wanted 
1is cousin to lend him money, and offered a 
donkey which he brought with him as secu- 
rity for the loan. Wan-ta got very 
angry, said he would rid himself of this 
continual trouble, and had the applicant 
tied up with the idea of sending him to the 
authorities for punishment. Eventually, 
however, he yielded to the intercession of 
some friends: and released Chang Ssit-yin- 
tzii. The incident so exasperated the latter 
that he determined to have his revenge. 
One day, when in town, he went intoa 
druggist’s establishment and bought four 
ounces of arsenic, with which he was going, 
he said, to poison slugs in a piece of ground 
e sanie night 
he went to his cousin's house and effected 
an entrance through a hole he made in the 
wall. Finding a pot of flour in the room 
he filled a small bag he had with part of 
the contents, and mixed the arsenic with 
what remained in the pot. Next mornin 



































hen the family got up, they notice 
the hole in the wall, but as nothing 
was missing but a few catties of flour, 


they looked upon the matter merely as 
a petty larceny. As usual, the breakfast 
was made out of flour in’ the pot, and 
very soon after it was over the whole 
household began to suffer from vomiting 
and violent pains in the stomach, The 
neighbours were called in, but in spite of 
every effort to save their lives, six of the 
seven persons who partook of the food died 
from the effects of the poison, Suspicion 
having fallen upon Chang Ssti-yin-tait_ he 
decamped, and remained in hiding until he 
was arrested. He has been sentenced to 
death by the slicing process under the law 
applicable to the murder of three or more 
persons in the same family. As regards 
the sale of poison, the law is that the 

rson by whose carelessness in selling it 
for mere gain without ascertaining the 
antecedents of the purchaser murder may 
be effected, shall receive 80 blows, and this 
is the sentence that has been passed in the 
present case. 

SALT “LEKIN” IN HUPEM, 

(2) Hupeh draws its supply of salt from 
Svechuen aud the South Huai District, Tn 
former days, before the Taiping rebellion 
disorganised the salt administration, the 
whole of the province was supplied from 
the South Huai, and Szechuen salt is still 
considered to be in temporary possession of 
the area that ought to be supphed from the 
Huai salt avorks. Three years ago an ad- 
ditional lekin levy of three cash per catty 
was imposed upon Szechuen salt coustnned 
in Hupeh. The object was to place the 
Szechuen and Huai Nan article on an equal 
footing, aud to provide funds for coast de- 
fence purposes. The Viceroy of Szechuen 
applied some time ago for the discon- 
tinuance of this additional impost, but the 
Governor of Hupeh asked that it should be 
retained for some time longer to supply the 
subsidy which his province had to furnish to 
the Board of Admiralty in Peking. The lekin 
which Huai Nan derives from Szechuen 
salt that has invaded the area it originally 
held in Hupeh was continued on the same 
scale as that levied by the Hupeh govern- 
ment, and it was intended that both imposts 
should be reduced simultaneously, The 
Hupeh authorities have now received sanc- 
tion to continue the additional tax for some 
time longer in order to provide funds for 
the Emperor's marriage, and the Governor 
General at Nanking asks that the lekin 
levied by Huai Nan on Szechuen salt may 
also be maintained at the higher rate so as 
to equalise the price of the two salts and 
prevent Szechuen from still further en- 











4 reaching upon the area originally assigned 


to Huai 


AN APPEAL CASE ARISING, OUT OF THE 
PURCHASE OF A FARM OF LAND. 
January 16th.—(1) Ts‘no Ling-han, % .. 
raduate living in the An-fu District of 
junan, was desirous of purchasing a farm 
of land, and found one belonging to another 
graduate named Lin Pu-ch'én, which he 
was advised to purchase. For the sake of 
convenience in paying the land tax, he was 
anxious to procure the land, if possible, 
within his own district. Lin Pu-ch‘én’s 
farm lay within the Shih-mén District, but 
the owner, who was hard pressed for money, 
falsely represented it to be on the border 
line between the two districts, Taking this 
statement on trust, Ts‘ao Ling-han bough’ 
the property and paid the purchase money 
bya number of instalments. A transfer deed 
Was executed and registered in the Shih-mén 
office owing to an oversight on the part of 
the Land Clerk, who also accepted payment 
of the land tax in the nawe of the new owner. 
The attention of the clerk in the An-fu 
office having been directed to the trans- 
action, he suspected that Ts‘ao Ling-han 
was attempting to evade the transfer duties, 
for which, as well as the land-tax, he pre- 
ferred a demand for payment. Ts‘ao re- 
torted that he had already registered the 
transfer and paid the necessary dues in 
the Shih-nén offico, and that he was 


jan, 


















not going to pay them twice over, He 
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was under the impression that the whole 
trouble had been created by a native 
with whom he was on bad terms, and he 
charged this man and the underlings in the 
‘An-ful office with a conspiracy to Tuin him. 
Getting slight satisfaction from the Superior 
Courts, ho drow up a fanciful and highly 
coloured account of official oppression, an 
started, accompanied by his son, Ts‘ao 
Ming-ting, for Peking, where he. proposed 
to lay hin case before the Emperor. The 
futher dropped behind on the way, but the 
son continued the journey alone, and finally 
contrived to reach the Twperial presence. 
‘After being examined by the Board of Punish- 
ments, lie was seut back for further trial to 
Hunat:, where he has now been sentenced 
to banishment and 100 blows for presuming 
to obstruct the Imperial cortéye, ‘The father 
has. been sentenced to receive 50 blo 
for taking his case to Peking before appeal 
ing to the Governor of the province. Being 
a graduate, however, he will be allowed to 
comnute the penalty by a money payment. 
Lin Pu-ch‘én and the Shih-mén laud clerk 
are to receive 80 blows each, the former 
for making a false statement respecting the 
situation of his property, and the latter for 
rogistering aud accepting land-tax for pro- 
perty, the position of which he had taken 
no care to ascertain, 
(CH‘ANG YU ASSUMES OFFICE AS SUPERINTEN- 
DENT OF CUSTOMS AT CANTON. 

(2) Tseng Jun, Superintendent of Cus- 
tonis ut Canton, reports that his successor, 
Chtang Yu, reached Canton on the 7th of 
October last, and that he handed him over 
the accounts of the duties received at the 
various Customs stations made up to the 
6th of that mouth. He himself proposes 
to start for Peking as svon as he shall have 
completed the formality of giving over 
change. 

CUSTOMS DUTIES aT CANTON, 

(3) In « Postscript Memorial the san 

writer reports the i 


















































Canton Native Customs for the period 
Beginning with the 2ist November, 1886, 
aud onding with the 16th October, 1887. 
‘The following are the figures :—Canton 
Customs, Tis.” 130,358.7.9 ; Swatow, Tls, 
18,797,9.9.7 ; Kiungchow, ‘Ts. 1,81 
Pakhoi, ‘Tis. 14,234.7.5.6 other stations, 
‘Tis. 22,502.4.1.5. ‘The ‘opium stations 
around Macao and Hongkong yielded Tis. 
50,83/.5 from the 21st November, 1886, to 
Bist March, 1887, the date at which they 
were withdrawn from the native adminis- 
tration, 

RETURN TO PEKING OF HiME ¥ 

(8) Hsiteh Yiin-shéi 
was sent to Honan to report on the br 
in the Yellow River, has been receive 
audience on his return to Peking. 

KEVAIR OF BKEACH IX YELLOW RIVER, 

Souuary 17th We com 
mand Li Hun 
Board of Ce i 
conjunetion with Li Ho-nien and Ni Wen- 
wei, the supervision of the arrangements 
conitected with the important wark of re- 
airing the breach in the Yellow River at 

héng Chou. Let them lose no time in 
devising means, for closing the opening. 
‘There must be no protracted delay. 
YELLOW RIVER INUNDATIONS, NUMBER OF 

SUFFERERS AND MEASURES FOR REPAIR 
OF BREACH. 

January 18th.—(1) On the 6th of No- 
vember last Hsit Fu, a Vice-President of 
one of the Boards, presented an exhaustive 
Memorial dealing’ with the whole question 
of the Yellow River catastrophe. The 
document was forwarded to Honan for the 
consideration of the authorities there, 
snd the Governor of the Province now 
submits his views on the subject, together 
with a short account of what has been 
done in tho matter since the date of 
his last Memorial. A. careful survey 
has been made of the course of the water 
from the breach at Chéng Chou to Shén 

































Chiu on the borders of Anhui, a dis- 
tance of over 200 miles, and maps and 
plans ao country that fas sufered from 
the floods, with explanatory notes append- 
ed fora tnclosures in the Govemors Me. 
morial, Hi Fu's proposals were three: 
first, that a channel should be cut to divert 
a portion of the volume of the water at a 
point above Chéng Chou; second, that 
three lines of excavation in the shape of the 
character jif should be dug in the bed of 
the river from the Shang Nan station 
downward ; and third, that « breakwater 
should be constructed to protect the breach. 
All this work was to be performed in Ho- 
nan, and was modelled on the system which 
was pursued with suecess in former times. 
‘The Memorialist considers that the plans 
which he had himself formulated will carry 
out the spirit of Hsit Fu’s proposals. ‘The 
of a channel above Chéng 
Chou will lesson the volume of the water, 
and so facilitate the work of closing 
the breach. ‘The. second part of the 
proposal has for its aim the removal of the 
obstructions caused by the fresh accretions 
and the free flow of the water, in the main 
bed of the river. ‘The Memorialist’s su; 
gestions were based, with slight modit 
tions, upon the niethod of action adopted 
in the reign of Ch‘ien Lung by Chien 
Yueh-hsin and A Kuei in the case of the 
Lan Yang and San Pou works. A start 
was made with the excavation of the lower 
part of the channel above Chéng Chou, but 
the supply of hands was not sutlicient to 
allow of its speedily completed. ‘The 
river authorities, too, noticed a change in 
the behaviour of the water, which rendered 
the closing of the breach ‘more important 
than ever, aud they were of opinion that 
the excavation of the channel referred to 
above might be delayed fora time. Among 
the men employed on the works are ten 
battalions of soldiers whose pay Memoria. 
list recommended on a former occasion 
should be drawn from tho funds allotted 
for relief purposes. For this recomnenda- 
tion he now wishes to substitute the sug- 
gestion that the troops should be paid ont 
of the money furnished for the repair of 
the breach. ‘The number of the distressed, 
so far as has been ascertained up to the 
present, is 1,600,000 people, and the ex- 
penditure on’ providing shelter, food, and 
clothing is such an enormous drain ‘uy 
the relief fund that it could ill afford to 
bear the additional demand of defraying 
the pay of the soldiers. In view of the 
fact that Chteng Fu, Li Ho-nien, Shao 
Hsien and Pear Chiiu-wén, all of them 
oxperts in work of the kind, are now engaged 
in service at the river, the Memorialist feels 
{ustited in asking permission to return to 
ug Fu to attend to the arrears of 
ofticial work which have accumulated during 
his absence. The embankments at the two 
ends of the breach are now completed, and, 
the collection of materials is the only matter 
that is pressing at the moment. “He will 
not fail to pay frequent visits to the work, 
and he will make it his duty to maintain a 
correspondence with his colleagues on all 
uestions connected with its progress.— 
script : The supply of materials being of 
pressing urgency, let the Governor see that 
all the officers throughout his jurisdiction 
exert themselves in their collection, and let 
him pay periodical visits of inspection to 
the work. He ought to lend the Director- 
General of the River his loyal co-operati 
and not think of evading his responsibi 
to the detriment of the interests concerned. 
















































PORCELAIN FROM KICKIANG FOR THE USE OF 
THE PALACE. 

(2) The Superintendent of the Kiukiang 
Customs, who is in charge of the Imperial 
Porcelain Manufactory at that place, reports 
through the Governor of Kiangsi ‘that he 
has completed this year's usual order and a 
special indent for porcefain for the Palace. 
‘The former consists of 80 articles of square 
and 1,204 of round pattern, and the latter 
is composed of 5,836 plates, cups, saucers, 








and sacrificial vessels. ‘The whole consign- 
ment was shipped by steamer for Shanghai 
on the 23rd of October last and was accom- 
panied by » descriptive catalogue. The 
annual allowance of the establishment is 
Tis. 10,000, and the expenditure for the pre- 
sent year has been Ts. 27,668.2.8.2.9.5.9.6. 
The ‘deficit will be made good out 
surplus funds in hand, 


FREIGHT ON YiNNAN COPPER FOR PEKING, 

January 19th.—(1) Until recently copper 
sent from Yiiunan to Peking came down 
the West River by way of Canton, and the 
freight from Po-sé to Shanghai was fixed at 
‘Tis. .0658 per picul. The Yangtze route 
has now, however, been substituted, and 
the amount of freight to be charged has 
formed the subject of some discussion be- 
tween the Board of Revenue and the pro- 
vincial authorities, ‘The province of Yuin 
nan undertakes the conveyance of the 
copper frum Luchou Fu in Szechuen to 
Tchang, and Hupeh is responsible for having 
it forwarded therice to Shanghai. The 
Board considered that the total chat 
Lu-chou to Shanghai should be 
tw Tis. .0698 per picul, the rate formerly 
allowed between Po-sé wand Shanghai. Of 
this amount the Yiinnan government claim- 
ed one half for its portion of the 
while the Hupei authorities refused to take 
less than Tis. .04 for their share of the 
work. The matter has now been finally 
settled by T‘ang Chiung, the Director of 
Mines in Yiinuan. He wrote to Li Hung- 
chang to see if the freight by the China 
Merchants’ Co,’s steamers from Tchang to 
Shanghai could not be reduced. The Com- 
pany replied that the freight ruling between 
Hankow and Shanghai was Tis. .025 per 
picul, and that the lowest rate from Ichang 
to Hankow was Tis. .015 in Shanghai cur- 
rency, or a total of Ts. .036 by the board's 
scales. This gave no. margin. of profit, 
and no further reduction could be made. 
Yiuman is content to accept the balance of 
Tis. .0298 to cover the cost of conveyance 
to Ichang. ‘The arrangement is to take 
effect from the transinission of the first 
instalment of the eighth cousignment. of 
copper. In future the freight from Lu- 
chou to Ichang of each instalment will be 
Tis. 1,584.7 and Tls. 1,854 from Ichang 
to Shanghai, payable respectively by the 





























‘| Yiiunan and Hupeh governments, 


RECEIPT OF MINING CAPITAL. 
(2) In a Sub-Memorial T'ang Chiun; 
acknowledges the reovipt of Tis. 20, 
from Kiangsu and of Tis. 14,000 from the 
salt revenue of Szechuen on account of 
mining capital. ‘The latter sum has been 
forwarded in advance, and represents a 
payment for the seventeenth yeur of the 
present reign. 
JAPANESE MINING ENGINEERS IN YUNNAN, 
(8) In a second posteript Memorial the 
same writer mentious that he is daily ex- 
ecting the arrival of the mining experts he 
d engaged in Japan, He purposes to take 
them with him to Tung-eh‘uan and Chao- 
tang and there muke. suitable arrange: 
ments for the opening of mines. He adds 
that the quantity of copper stored at Lu- 
chou, Tung-ch‘nan and other depdts exceeds 
400,000 catties. ‘The first instalment of the 
eighth consignment will be completed with. 
in the present year, and further supplies 
will be forwarded early next year. 
“ LIKIN” RECEIPTS AT KALGAN AND TU-SHIH 
PASS, i 
(4) Since 1860 there has been a lekin 
tax upon horses and tea passing through 
Kalgm and the Tu-shih gate, and the 
collection has been under the management 
Of the office of the Lieutenant-General at 
Ch'ahar. During the year ending with the 
seventh moon of the present Chinese year, 
590 Passes were issued for tea going out 
ward and a sum of Tis. 35,400 was collected. 
10,271 horses came in during the’ year 
through the two passes, and the iekin 
collected on them amounted to Tle, 513, 
The total revenue was therefore Ts. 35,913, 
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and there was a balance of Tls. 23,626.7.1.2.6 
from last year. After defraying the main- 
tenance of the military establishments in 
the neighbourhood and sundry other charges 
for which the revenue is liable, there is a 
surplus to be credited to next year's 
account of Tis. 21,931.1.3.8.1.4, 









Oficial Papers. 


PRESENTATION OF AN ADDRESS 
AT THE GERMAN CONSULATE. 
On Saturday afternoon at 3 p.m. a de- 

putation from the German Community of 

Shanghai, consisting of Mr. Siebs of Messrs. 


Siemssen & Co., Mr. Jantzen of Messrs. 
Melchers & Co., and Mr. Bieber of Messrs. 
Justus Lembke & Co., waited on Dr. Focke, 
the German Consul-general, at the Con- 
sulate, to request him to forward to Peking 
an address to the German Minister, Mr. 
von Brandt, signed by nearly all the Ger- 
man residents in Shanghai, 

Mr. Bieber acted as the spokesman of 
the deputation and addressing Dr. Focke, 
sa 

T have the honour, Dr. Focke, to hand 
you herewith an address from the German 

fexeantile Community in Shanghai to His 
Excellency Mr. von Brandt, our respected 
Minister, which has been occasioned by the 
attacks made on our Minister in the Iccal 
press, Though it was, only drawn up a 
jew daye ago, it hus been most readily 
signed, seventy-five names being subscribed 
to it, and it represents the feelings of all 
the German merchants here. I have to 
beg you to kindly forward it to the Minister, 
and with your permission I will read it: 

“To His Excellency M. S. von Brandt, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentinry of the German Empi 

“The undersigned members of the G 
man mercantile community in Shanghai, 
tender their warmest. thanks to your Ex- 
cellency for the interest, which your 
Excellency has always taken in the German 
trade with China, for the admirable promp- 
titude and energy with which your Excel- 
lency has always laboured to remove the 
obstacles put in the way of German com- 
merce in this country, and especially for 
the amiability which your Excellency has 
always shewn and the kind assistance your 
Excellency has always rendered to all Ger- 
man firms and individuals whenever they 
have applied to your Excellency for advice 
or help. 

“The undersigned, your Excellenoy’s 
countrymen, are well aware that although 
your Excellency's efforts are prineipal 
devoted to the furtherance of the interests 
of our own country, still all other nations 
in commercial relations with China have 
benefited by the successes achieved by 
your Excellency. For this reason we, 
the undersigned, have been greatly ag- 

ed by the shameless attacks whic! 
Intely been made on your Excellency 
in the English Press of Shanghai.” 

(Hore follow seventy-five signatures of 
German residents in Shanghai.) 

In receiving the address Dr. Focke said 
that he should have very great pleasure in 
forwarding it to its destination. It was 
Pleasant to every one to now that thelr 
labours were acknowledged by those on 
‘whose account they were undertaken, and 
he was therefore sure that Mr. von Brandt 
would be much gratified to see that his 
endeavours to strengthen and forward 
German commerce in China were appre- 
ciated by his countrymen, 

The deputation then shook hands with 
the Cousul-General, and this terminated 
the proceedings which were, of course, 
carried out throughout in the German 
Tanguage: 





























KEROSENE OIL. 
Joint Memorial by The: Viceroy of the 
‘Two Kuang and the Governor of Canton 
setting forth the fatal hurtfulness of Kero- 








sene Oil and ig that its importation 
tay be prohiited. = a 
fe respectfully submit a report made to 
us by the Tinghai Magistrate, Chang Wen- 
tsung, that on the 18th of the 9th moon a 
Kerosene lamp bursting in an upstairs room 
in the Yang-shéng paper shop on the Yaug- 
ho-kuang street, Swatow, the conflagration 
apesed to the neighbouring houses and 
though the local otticial Deputy-Magistrate, 
Shih Kan, was promptly on the spot with 
the soldiers under his command, they were 
unableto put itout till thenext day, owing to 
the high wind prevailing at the time and the 
fact that Kerosene was stored in all the shops 
in the neighbourhood, over 400 families 
great and small being burnt out. 

We also subinit a similar report by the 
‘Taotai of the Chavcliow, Kiatong and Hin- 
chow Intendancy Té-tai. 

We further submit a report from General 
‘Tao-ting Shéng,commanding at Yang-cheong 
—the Bogue—that on the night of the 1st 
day of the 10th moon, the river steamer 

“ah-yeung was burnt to the water's edge 
off Shachiao, outside the Bogue, by the ex- 
plosion of akerosene lamp in the passengers’ 
saloon, and that notwithsanding the efforts 
of the garrison of the forts and the sailors 
of the fleet to save them, by which some 70 
or 80 lives were saved, the rest of the pas- 
sengers and crew, numbering some 700 or 
800 persons, were either burnt or drowned. 

‘On receipt of telegraphic news of this 
disaster the Shan-kou office was directed at 
once to send an officer down to the spot to 
see what was to be done and to collect the 
corpses and see to their proper burial, t 
Benevolent Society being instructed to pro- 
vide cofiius for their reception. 

‘The fire on this occasion was so rapid and 
so fierce that nothing could be done to stop 
it, aud not only was the vessel burnt, but 
over 700 lives were sacrificed at the same 
time, Language is insufticient to describe 
the horror of the scene ; disfigured bodies 
floating on the river aud cumbering the 
banks. 

‘On enquiring into the subject, we find 
that Kerosene is chiefly imported from 
America, and that in consequence of its 
cheapness it has come into general con- 
sumption. It is highly inflammable, and 
unless the greatest care is taken, destruc- 
tive fires constantly result front its use. 
It appears further that in a dry climate, 
like that of Canton, the danger of fire is 
very great and that last winter scarcely a 
day passed without one, 9/10ths of the 
number being traceable to Kerosene, not- 
ably the great fire in November last, out- 
side the South Gate in which over 1,000 














ly | families were burnt out and over 10,000,000 


dollars’ worth of properly was consumed. 

We must attribute therefore the daily 
increasing frequency of these disasters to 
the increasing consumption of Kerosene, 
since the introduction of which incalculable 
injury has been done to Chinese life and 
property in this provinca, alone, to say 
nothing of the other coast and’ riverine 
provinces. 

It may even be said that the injury done 
to China by Kerosene is more grave than 
that done by opium, fer although opium is 
indeed a poison, its action is slow, whereas 
with Kerosene, which is found everywhere, 
if it once catches fire, it spreads the more 
you try to put it out; in a moment the 
neighbourhood is in a blaze and life and 
property are constantly destroyed. 

Tt is also a matter of importance, al- 
though in a less degree, that since the 
development of the Kerosene consumption 
the native industry in pea-nut, colza and 
Dean-oil has day by day declined. 

‘Having thisin view we last year instructed 
the various lekin stations to impose heavy 
additional duties on Kerosene, hoping by 
increasing its cost to diminish its consump- 
tion, which led to the American Minister 
addressing the Tsungli Yamén who called 
on us for s report, which we made confi- 
dentially in May last. 














We would submit that by the Treaties, 
Foreign merchants are forbidden to deal in 
sulphur or saltpetre, as these concern tle 
military organistion, or in rice or beans as 
these affect the food supply of the people, 
and that there is precedent therefore for 
Articles prohibiting foreigners trading (even 
in) Chinese produce, they should not there- 
setting forth, as they do, that they are 
friendly States, insist, in’ order to profit 
themselves, on harming us and introducing 
foreign produce shewn to be so highly in- 
jurious tu the welfare of the people. 

We would submit, also, that, as by the 
Supplementary Treaty with America, made 
in 1881, provision was made to limit Chinese 
emigration to that country and prevent its 
increase, as the competition of Chinese 
labour was found to be objectionable there- 
fore, that if they can prohibit our going there 
because Chinese labour is injurious to 
their interests, we have an equal right to 
prohibit the importation of Kerosene when 
it is injurious to us. ‘The law that nations 
have a right to protect their own interests 
and prevent injury being done their people 
applies to both countries, alike, if there be 
auy justice ; and when either Government 
acts‘on this principle no objection can 
be raised by the other.” We request 
therefore that the Tsung-i Yaméu may 
be instructed, quoting the precedent of 
the Supplementary Treaty, and on the 
ground of the injury done to this pro- 
Vince, to arrange with the American 
Minister for the institution of regulations 
in the matter, and also that secret instruc- 
tions may be given H.E. Chang Yin-huan, 
the Minister at Washin € on, to wake strong: 
representations to the Foreign Office there 
on the subject, to the end that in future 
foreign merchants may not be allowed to 
import Kerosene, or that they may only bo 
allowed to do sv in limited quantities, or 
that, as has been done with opium, special 
tariff rules may be established putting 
Kerosene out of the category of ordinary 
merchandise and leaving it to China to tax” 
it as it pleases. 

If this be dune, ina few years the import 
will diminish, calamities will largely de- 
crease and native trade will greatly benetit, 

Having in view the importance of care 
for the interests of the peuple, and trustin, 
to prevent the recurrence of the calamity of 
fires, we, Chang Chih Tung, Viceroy of 
Canton, and Wu Ta-ching, Governor of 
Canton, huwbly submit this Memorial, 
prying that Her Majesty the Empress and 

iis Majesty the Emperor may be graciously 
pleased to cast their Sacred glance thereon, 




















FRAUDS IN THE WASTE SILK ~ 
TRADE. 

The following is a translation of a prov 
clamation issued by the Taotai, warnin, 
native traders against the adulteration of 
waste silk. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

On the 4th of February the Taotai re- 
ceived anote fromthe British Consul-General 
Hughes, stating that Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson & Co, had represented to him 
that of late Chinese merchants had been 
practising serious frauds in the prepara- 
tion and packing of waste silk, and had 
begged that the local authorities might 
be requested to give orders for efforts to 
be made to right the matter, so ns to 
avoid causing loss to those engaged in the 
trade: otherwise European merchants would 
hesitate about making further purchases, 
Amongst the frauds practised were Q 
‘using lime in order to give a gloss to the 
colour, and (2) mixing in other substances in 
order to increase the weight; or sometimes 
filling the pierced cocoons with pulse and 
like things; in such a number of ways, in 
short, that it was iost difficult to detect 
the cheat. And should it happen that the 
frauds escaped detection, before the goods 
were chipped for European countries, the 
resujting loss naturally became exceeds 
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ingly serious. The sample handed in ac- 
tially contained a quantity of iron filings 
‘snd iron dust mixed with it. Though the 
sample in question was purchased at Han- 
kow, still all places were the same, and 
‘oth the peasantry and the dealers seemed 
to be concerned in it. This was becoming 
amore serious year by year and it was diffi- 
cult to see where it would end. Unless 
the utmost efforts were made to restrain it, 
then the same results would be likely to 
follow as in the tea trade, and with the 
sane disastrous falling off, as it would be- 
come too late to regain lost ground. Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. begged 
Hughes’ to move the Taotai to order the 
trade to do their best to set this matter 
right, in the interests of the silk market, 

The Taotai has officially requested the 
proper authorities to take steps to prohibit 
these practices, and has directed the repre- 
sentatives of the silk trade to exert them- 
selves to set this matter right. i 

He hasalso now to issue this proclamation. 
Wherefore know ye, merchants, and dealers, 
one and all, that trade between Chinese 
und foreigners rests entirely upon the prin- 
ciple of good faith, und that ws soon as 
trickery and shams are introduced, the loss 
suffered by foreign merchants is really 
serious, and is calculated to make them 
hesitate about buying. If on account of 
your greed for this small advantage, the 
‘commerce do consequently languish, in this 
cave you will be ruiniug your own regular 
memis of livelihood, aud it may be too late 
for repentance. The Tuotai finds that the 
sample handed in, has undoubtedly been 
tampered with, which is really most abomi- 
nable. He has therefore now to earnestly 
warn you, from the date of this proclama- 
tion, that you should use every effort to set 
matters to rights, and to thoroughly change 
your former misdeeds. Should you render 
only a make-believe obedience, and continue 
these kuavish tricks, as soou as ever they 
are discovered, they will certainly be severe- 
ly dealt with as the law provides. Absolutely 
noleniency will be shewn. Let all tremble 
wnd obey. Do not disobey! Most urgent ! 
A special proclamation, 


THE TAOTAI AND THE SHANG- 
HAI PAPER HUNT. 


‘The Hu-pao lus published the following 
despatch from the Taotai Kung :— 

T have received your note of the 7th of 
February, stating tliat the members of the 
Paper Hunt Club had subscribed a sum of 
‘Tis. 123.8 und had requested you to for- 
ward it to ine for transmission to the suffer- 
ing districts of Honan in aid of the relief 
operations. In this act I clearly see the 
zeal for doing good which animates the 
hearts of your countrymen in thus, without 
any feeling of national distinction, enabling 
the distressed people to share their bounty, 
and Tam exceedingly touched and grateful. 
T have remitted the above sum to Honan in 
aid of the suffering districts, and I now beg 
to forward you this reply, and to beg that 
you will give my best thanks to the donors. 
The usual compliments. 9th February, 
1888, 

To P. J, Hoanes, Eoq., 
Sonior-Cousul. 


‘The Editor of the Hw Pao remarks on 
the above — 

‘The Paper Hunt Club is one of the re- 
ercations pursted under Western custom. 
‘The Western gentry and merchants resi- 
dont in Shanghai start this hunt in the 
country about north Shanghai by way of 
amuseinent for their leisure hours in 
autumn and spring of every year. As i 
jury is occasionally doue to the fields and 
erops during the proceedings, when the 
hunt is over they give pecuniary compensa- 
tion for such damage as may appear to 
them to have been done, an annual arrange- 
raent which has now gained the force of 
custom. It sometimes happens however 
that some ignorant country-folk, having 
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this money in view, take advantage of it to 
attempt extortion, and follow the hunt 
| with angry cries when their rapacious de- 
signs are disappointed. Hence the Club 
proposed a resulution saying :—We have 
arranged to compensate, as an act of justice, 
| persons whose feds we may damage during 
| our amusement : but now these individuals 
‘behave in a way which shews that they 
do not appreciate our sentiments. High 
| minded men relieve those in need of it, but 
do not encourage greed. “As the suffering 

jople of Honan are at present in great 
| Reed of food, what if wo transfer” this sum 
in aid of them? The audience said : Good ! 
And thereupon they opened their 
and subscribed the sum of Tis. 120 odd, 
which they asked the British Consul to 
forward to the Shanghai Taotai for trans- 
mission to the relief districts, and the 
above is the reply of Kung, Tactai. His 
remark that he sees the zeal for doing good 
which animates the hearts of the European 
merchants and gentry, and is exceedingly 
touched and grateful, causes us to reflect 
upon the ancient saying about the uscless- 
ness and even dangerof amusements. But 
the Paper Hunt Club evinces an ingenuity 
of conception and a capacity for recreating 
the mind which places it rather on the 
level of high art than a mere amusement, 
with which therefore it should not be con 
fused- Moreover, the merchants and gen- 
try of the Club have charitable minds, and 
evince a desire to assist their fellow crea- 
tures, In transferring their aid frum those 
who do not to those who do urgently need 
it, they further shew both their benevolence 
and their right judgment. It is out of 
respect for their action in this regard that 
we pen the above lives in commendation of 
their conduct, both by way of recording 
their friendly net, and by way of impress- 
ing the country peuple with a proper sense 
of shame for their behaviour. 
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JNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the Board Room, No. 23, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Blonday, the 6th February, 
1888, at 4 o'clock p.u. 

Present:—Messrs. A. G. Wood (Chair 
man), M. Adler, Th. Bieber, F. D, Bush, D. 
A. Darling, Yeend Duer, 'H. H. Joseph, 
G! J. Morrison, aud the Secretary. 

The Minutes of the last meeting are read, 
contirmed, sigued by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is sub- 
mitted and cheques for sundry accounts 
are signed. 

Murkets.—Report. by the Inspector is 
submitted stating that during January he 
visited the markets and butchers’ shops 
daily and always found them well supplied 
with good and wholesome food. 

‘The cattle sheds, slaughter houses and 
grease-shops have been inspected each 
alternate day ; the cattle at the two first 
were in fairly good condition but some of 
those at the grease-shops were diseased. 

‘The number of animals slaughtered to 
supply the foreign market during the 
month bas been :—oxen 554, sheep 1,037, 
calves 112, pigs 54; aud brought to th 
grease-shops for native consumption :— 
oxen 42, water buffaloes 54, sheep 3 and 
ponies 10: of these, 3 of the buffaloes were 
sick and 4 buffaloes and 2 oxen were dead 
when disposed of at the grease-shops. About 
250 Ibs. native pork was found in a butcher's 
shop at 65 Tiendong Road ; the owner of 
the shop was taken before the Mixed Court 
‘Magistrate who ordered half the pork to be 
confiscated and the other half to be returned 
to a man who claimed it as his property. 

‘The ponies at the native livery stables 
are healthy but many are in very poor con- 
dition. The number of carriages licensed 
to ply for hire during February is 144 



























ad, | been 


against 134 last month and 234 for the 
same month last year. 

2480 jiuricshas and 1755. wheelbarrows 
have also been licensed, 

Volunteers—d nnual Inspection. —The fol- 
lowing correspondence is ordered to be 
published :— 

Shanghai, 17th January, 1888, 

‘Stx,—The Annual Inspection of the Shang- 
hai Volunteers is arranged to take place on 
the 31st March and as the Municipal Council: 
desire to have the report of a quali officer 
upon the general efficiency of the Corps, I 
have the honour to inquire whether your 
Excellency will appoint an officer to come 
here to ausist at the Inspection aa you have 

good enough to do in former years. 

By desire of the Major Commanding the 
Volunteers I have also the honour to request 
that you will allow the Corps during the 
training season next March the services of 
two Dull Sergeants. one for the Artillery and 
the other for the Infantry, the latter to be 
well up in the new musketry instruction and 
to remain here a short time after the Inspec- 
tion on the 3ist March, 

Should you be able to allow the Volunteers 
the services of these men, the Council will of 
course pay all expenses connected with their 
visit to Shanghai. 

Thave the honour to be, 








Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. G. Woop, 
Chairman, 


To His Excellency, 
Major General C. 
Command 











Shanghai, Ist February, 1888, 

Sin,—In reply to your letter No. 3" of the 
17th instant addressed to His Excellency the 
Major General Commanding requesting the 
services of an officer to inspect the Shanghai 
Volunteer Corps at, the termination of their 
annual training and for the assistance of two 
drill instructors, Lhave the honor by direction 
to acquaint you that Major, M. Churchill 2nd 
Northamptonshire regiment, has been selected 
for the duty of Inspecting Officer, and Color 
Sergeant Everett 2nd Northamptonshire Re: 
giment, and Sergeant Rankin 7/1 Western 

ivision, Royal Artillery, have been detailed 
for instructional pu 

‘These two Non-Commissioned Officers will 
proceed to Shanghai in time to arrive there on 
or about the Ist March next and will be per- 
mitted to remain for a short period after the 
Inspection to carry out the Musketry training 
‘as requested, 

His Excellency desires me to aid that he 
proposes sending Major Churchill up 60 as to 
Eizive a few deys before the ‘Inspection in 
order that he may have an opportunity of 
seeing and reporting the manner in whieh the 
instruction of the Corps is conducted, 

T have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Frep, Davies, 


‘Major, 
Ant, Military Secretary. 

















‘Municipal Council, Shanghai, 
Shanghai, 7th February, 1888, 

Six,—I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 1st instant and in 
reply I have to request that you will convey 
to His Excellency the Major General Coni- 
manding, the thanks of the Couneil and of the 
Commaniling Officer of the Volunteers for the 
Various arrangements he has made in com- 
Pllance with the request contained in’ my 
letter of the 17th January. 

By desire of Major Morrison Commanding . 
the S.V.C. I have also to request that you 
will inform His Excellency that the day for 
the Inspection has been altered to Saturday 
the 7th April, as the 3lst March the day 
originally appointed occurring during, Faster 
week would in many respects be a very in- 
convenient time. 

T have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. G, Woon, 
Chairman, 





To Major Fren. Davies, 
Asst. Military Secretary, Hongkong. 





The Meeting then adjourned, 
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THE CO-OPERATIVE CARGO 
BOAT COMPANY. 

‘The annual general meeting of the share- 
holders of the Co-Operative Cargo Boat Co. 
of Shanghai, was held on Tuesday afternoon 
at the Shanghai Club, Mr. J. M._ 
presiding. The attendance which was 
small, included Messrs, H. J. Such, J. F. 
Seaman (Directors) G. Lewis, Yeend Duer, 
0. Fock, (also representing Mr. Leider) 
Dr. Ruegg, E. Davis, Drummond Hay, H. 
T. Wade, etc., ete, , 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read by Mr. Lewis and confirmed. 

The Cuairman, in moving the adoption 
of the Report and Accounts which had 
already been published, said—Gentlemen, 
I am sorry that there is such a small 
attendance of shareholders at the meeting, 
but I presume it is due to the nature of 
the Accounts, which are not unusually 
interesting for shareholders, that they have 
not come here. We regret the fallng-o8 
in receipts, but you are all aware that 
owing to the present mode of business in 
the port, there are no means of enlarging 
the number of constituents, many steamers 
with cargoes now taking ‘them direct to 
the wharves or changing from one steamer 
to another, without the intervention of 
cargo boats. The China Merchants, who 
were our chief constituents, now take their 
steamers direct to the upper wharves, so 
that thore is no necessity for cargo boats. 
It will take about 1,500 tuels to prs, the 
portion of our fleet, which we keep at 
work, and the steam-launch, in a thorough 
state of repair. There are some of the boats 
which are not in a very good state, but I 
suppose you do not purpose to do any- 
thing with them at present. I think that 
is all I have to say, but if there are 
any questions which you have to ask before 
I put the resolution, we will be glad to 
answer them. 

‘There being no questions, 

‘The CuAtRMAN proposed and Mr. Such 
seconded, 

‘That the accounts of the Compan 
before the meeting, be accepted and 

‘The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Fock proposed and Mr. Hay se- 
conded, 

‘That the Directors be authorised to divide 
the amount standing on the credit of Profit 
and Loss, us follows :—Dividend to share- 
holders of ‘Tis. 3 per share; Return to con- 
fributors of business 10 per cont.,, andthe 
halance of Tle. 879.09 to be carried forward 














Carried nem con. 
‘The Cuarway—Gentlemen, you have 
now to elect your directors for the ensuing 





year. 

‘Mr. Yexxo Duex proposed and Mr. 
Lewis seconded. 

‘That Messrs. H. J. Such, Tong Mow-chee, 
J. F. Seaman, and J. M. Roger be elected as 
Directors for the current year. 

‘The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. E. Davis proposed and Dr. Rvzoe 
seconded. 

‘That Mr. Wilmer Harris be elected auditor 
until the next annual goneral meeting. 

Carried nem. con. 

‘The Cuarrwax—Gentlemen, that is all 
the business we have to transact. 

Mr, O. Fock—Mr. Chairman, with your 
petmision, I havo to make a few remarks, 

desire to read to this meeting a motion 
that I brought forward at the annual 





general. meeting of the Shanghai, Cargo | i 


+ Company, held on the 8th instant :-— 
“That in the opinion of the Shareholders of 
this Company the present return of 10, cent. 
Contributors of business should be with- 
drawn, and the Directors are requested to 
enter into negociations with the Board of the 
Co: ‘Cargo Boat Company to attain 





This resolution was duly carried, and it 


is now my intention to propose a this meat 
by ata ‘I will now read. 
ue 


Cargo Beat Company of Shanghal be requested 
Cs mpany i juest 

to eater into negociations with the Shanghai 
Cargo Boat Company to have the present 
return of 10 per cent. to contributors of busi- 
ness withdrawn on the 30th June next, or at 
an earlier date should the Di eee their 
way to do so,” 

Dr. Rugcc—I beg to second that. 

After a short consultation between the 
Chairman and Mr. Fock, 

‘The CuarmMay said Mr, Fock could give 
the subject of the resolution as an instrue- 
tion to the Directors at the present meeting 
as there were not enough then present to 
allow it to be brought forward as a resolu- 
tion. If Mr. Fock adopted the course 
suggested, the Directors would treat the 
matter as if it had been put forward as a 
resolution. But Mr. Fock could not make 
ita resolution with the number of share- 
holders present; though as far as the 
Directors’ action ‘was concerned, they would 
do what they could to carry the thing 
through, ‘There should, howerer, be more 
shareholders personally’ present to make it 
have the force of « resolution. 

Mr. Fock expressed his assent, 

‘The Cuatnaas after another brief con- 
versation with his brother Directors, said 

think, Mr. Fock, that we can take the 
resolution, We can treat the proxy holders 
as shareholders, and so can accept the 
resolution, 

‘Mr. Lew1s—At least we will take your 
vote gentlemen. 

ir. Fock then proposed the resolution 
which was declared carried, 

The Cuamax—We will do our best to 
carry out your wishes, gentlemen, What 
you wish is that you do not want to declare 
8 10 per cent. return on 30th June next ? 

Mr. Focx eaid he thought it was onl 
reasonable for the Shareholders to lool 
for a larger return for their money 
than the 10 per cent. to contributors 
allowed. 

‘Mr. Lew1s—I do not think that you can 
withdraw now from your arrangements this 
year. 

Mr. Fock—No, but my idea is to abolish 
the return to contributors in future. 

Mr. Lewrs—From the 30th of June? 

Mr. Fock—Not to give it on the 30th 
June if the Directors can abolizh it sooner. 

The Cuarnwan—If we can see our way 
to doing so, but if we take business with 
the understanding that there is to be a ten 
per cent return we cannot withdraw from 
it. 

‘Mr. Dvex—When would it come ii force; 
actually on the 30th of June, or at an earlier 
date? Mr. Fock says at an early date, as 
soon as possible. 


The CuainMan replied that they only | bet 


declared thereturn at the end of the six 
months. 

Mr. Dvsr said Mr. Fock had said in his 
resolution not only on the 30th June, but 
at on early day, Which meant as soon as 

le. 

The Cuarraax--You do not want us to 
do innpossibilities, but to carry this resolu- 
tion out as best we can (hear, hear). 

_ Mr Lawns—You must give public notice 
of it. 

‘The Cuarrwax—There is only one thing 
the Directors have thought about this. It 
might be the means of putting some of the 
business, which we now get, into the hands 
of native cargo boat owners. If contribu- 
tors see a cheaper method by which they 
can work, they might give the business to 
e native cargo boats, but looking at this 
10 per cent which forms a considerable 
portion of our earnings, contributors 
naturally wish to get this return, and we 
also wish to have a larger dividend. 

‘Mr. Fock said that it seemed to him that 
most merchants considered this 10% as a 
piece of brokerage which they put in their 
‘own pockets. ; 











The Cuatrman said the Directors had 


felt that the wheelbarrows and native 


boats considerably interfered with their 


‘business, and they now thought that if the 
shareholders took away the return it might 
result in further loss of business to the 
Company. They had no objection to 
the proposal, and it was only the fear of 
further loss that made them hesitate in the 
slightest degree. 

(r. Fock said that with the accounts of 
Company before than he did not see how 
any others could be induced to go into the 
same business. It would not be worth 
their while. 

‘The Cuatnmax—That is the effect of 
competition. 

Mr. Fock—I am told that the taxes on 
native wheelbarrows after the 10th June 
will be considerably higher. 

‘The Caarrwax—Gentlenian, we will give 
the matter our best consideration. 

‘The discussion then ended, and 

Mr. Fock proj ‘a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman which was unanimously ac- 
corded and the meeting adjourned. 











THE SHANGHAI VOLUNTEERS. 


‘The annual general meeting of tho 
Shanghai Volunteer Corps was held on 
Tuesday evening in the Board Room of 
the Municipal Council, Major G. James 
Morrison, Commandant, presiding. ‘There 
was a large attendauce of officers and men, 
amongst the former being Captains C. J. 
Dudgeon, W. Bright, M. Boyd: Bredon, 
Lieutenants W. D. Little, W. H. Ander 
son, J. W. H. Burgoyne, C. 8. Sharp, W. 
Lamond and J. Gurney. 

Major Monxisow in his address to the 
Corps said—Gentlemen, we have met here 
this evening, as we do once a year, to dis: 
cuss general matters connected with the 
Corps. Iam sorry to say that on the 3lst 
December last year, the number of men 
on the roll was smaller than it had been 
for a very long time. But Ido not think 
that the general efficiency of the Corps was 
less than it had been, but certainly the 
numbers were less, though the number of 
efficients was not 80 e as it was three 
yearsago. Butat that time we all knowthere 

good deal of excitement on account 
of the French war, and men took a greater 
interest in volunteering than they do, or 
could be expected to do at the present 
moment. But at the same time we know 
that it issa very good thing to have a 
Volunteer Corps’ here, and even if we 
are not out, we know that the 
fact of having a Volunteer Corps has 
@ great effect towards the safety and 
quiet of the Settlement. The number of 
men on the roll now, however, is a 
deal larger than it was on the ist Decem- 
ty which fact. in in itelf a very good 
sign, and the various branches of the Corps 














are ‘now in a very good position. ‘The 
Infantry is going on well, but the Light 
‘Horse is always a difficult branch to keep up 


to its full strength, for it requires the men 
to be able to keep their ponies at drill for 
very considerable time. There are not 
‘a very large number of men who have a 
number of ponies at their disposal, who cat: 
give sufficient time to the work. Still 
there is the nucleus of a very good Light 
Horse Corps in this arm of the service. 
In the Artillery, our senior officer, who is 
the sole Volunteer who has been a inember 
since its commencement, has signified his 
intention of resigning. That of course makes: 
avery great change, He is about to taka 
his well earned repose and is going to give 
up the command of the Battery which he 
has held so long, and it therefore beotines 
necessary to appoint some one in his 
ace oo that, the command of the Artil- 
jery is at present in a transitory state. 
But there is a very efficient man to be 








appointed Captain; before next week, I hope, 
thatthe Arlery wil be ‘gain andor co 
petent command. The next thing I would 
jeution is the very respectable and smart. 
appearance of the drivers, who are y 
turning out very well, and that branch of 


the setrice appears to have msde up ity 
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mind to do well. The musketry, which 
has, however, improved, is a very great 
difficulty with the Infantry. It is very 
hard to. get men to pass through their 
course of musketry in the short time at the 
disposal for this’ branch, and we have 
sinee issuing the General Order for the 
training, thought it well to cut down the 
requirements of recruits in this respect, 
and they are exempted from long Tange 
firing, and will ouly fire at 300° yards. 
‘Those men who have taken part in the 
Rifle competitions during the year and 
proved themselves capable of firing at 
the ranges, have been also exempted 
from individual firing, but all the Infantry 
must be proficient in volley and inde- 
pendent firing. ‘This extra time we pro- 
pose to devote to the members of the corps 
who are not such good shots. If the mem- 
bers will turn out and go down to the butts 
when they are told to go, we will have, by 
the end of the year, a very large number 
of good shots, and we trust that when you 
yet notice that you ought to be down at 
the range at a certain day and hour, that 
you will be there. ‘The musketry Instrue- 
tors take a great deal of trouble tu be there, 
often at great inconvenience to themselves, 
and I hope you will all do the best you 
can to further their efforts (hear hear). 
You will find by the advertisement that 
the day for musketry instruction has been 
changed, from the day first fixed, to another 
one. Major Morrison then drew attention 
to the course for musketry and recruit drill 
as set forth in the new General Ord 
Resuming he said--Therefore the first week 
asput down in the preliminary notice,—from 
the 27th of February, is set apart fur the 
iustruction of recruits, and for those men 
who are pretty bad shots of whom T am 
sorry to say, there are a few. And if the 
its go down to the ranges on these 
mornings they will be put through such a 
course of wusketry instruction as the 
Instructors think necessary. ‘There is not 
a little to do in this respect, and they will 
go through the efliciency course after having 
passed through the recruit course. We have 
retained volley firing, which was introduced 
» Tast year, and which proved a great success, 
and furthermore, we have introduced in- 
dependent volley'firing—that is to say you 
will be made ‘to fall in juads and 
required to,tre independently. If possible 
we will arrange to have “duimuiea”™ put 
up, so that exch man will have a “dun 
my” to tire ab, and may know how he 
getting on, for it is very hard to know this 
When several wien are firing at the same 
object. ‘This is the sort of firing which 
you would have to do if you were called 
out, and we have arranged that it shall 
be on the same days a volley firing. 
The men will be made up in squai 
and go an with the volley firing after 
the other. I would ask the men to tear 
up ‘the, prelininnty notice they received, 
when they get their General Order in 
which these alterations have been made, 
as they may be misled by dates. The 
Musketry Instructors appointed for thi 
yore Guptainn Bright and Hough ; 
ieutenants Little, Gurney and Lamond ; 
Corporal Gould, Trooper Reed, and Privates 
Stewart, Smith, Clifton, and’ Burtenshaw. 
‘The men who 'go down to the ranges all 
know these men to be guod shots, and able 
‘and willing to give attention and instruction 
to their fellow volunteers. Now there is an- 
other thingto whieh I wouldvefer. Remarks 
have been made from ontside with regard 
to the discipline of the Corps. I do not 
niean to say that the discipline is bad, for 
J think it is good. But I think that’ the 
signs of discipline are not quite so good as 
they ought to be. When a man puts on 
his uniform he ought to remember that he 
is performing military duties, and ought to 
conduct himself in every way as a soldier 
does. He ought not to handle his musket as 
if it was au umbrella (laughter) and he 
ought to march through the streets like a 
soldier. Now I have something to say 










































about the saluting of officers. I did not 
make any remark about it last year, 
because Thad only then just been elected 
Commandant, and I thought some onemight 
think or it might be looked upon as being 
somewhat personal, but now as I have been 
a year in command I may say, I think, that it 
would add to the discipline of the Corps if 
more attention were paid to the matter of 
saluting the officers when in uniform. When 
& man comes on parade, he ought to salute 
his officer once and no more. When he 
meets an officer in the street, in uniform, 
he ought to salute him, for when he puts 
on the uniform he is ‘his officer. It is 
very awkward, I assure you to be saluted 
by a Blue Jacket or Marine, who is 
always very civil in this ‘matter, ond 
then to be met by one of one's own 
Corps who simply nods and walks on 
(laughter and hear hear). T tell you, only 
those have experienced it themselves have 
any idea of how awkward it is (laughter) 
and it would look better if you would, when 
you meet him in uniform, salute your officer 
either with your hand or with your ritfe 
But so long as the uniform is on I think 
it would wake outsiders think a great deal 
mre of the discipline of the Corps, and 
inspire i the men more respect for, and 
confidence in the officers, and unless the 
men have confidence in their officers it is 
ho tise at all (hear hear). There is also an 
another matter to which I would draw at- 
tention, that is with regard to the wearing 
of badges by members of the Corps. Medals 
won in action are always in order, and 
anyoue who has won such a medal is always 
entitled to wear it on his left breast, 
medals which are not. war medals, should 
be worn on such occasions as thei 
think them suitable, on the i 
For it is not quite fair to the war medals 
that shooting medals should be put in the 
same position. ‘There is a certain amount 
of respect due to a medal gained i 
and although # shooting medal is a ver 
creditable thing, it ought not to be worn in 
the same way asa war modal, and if 
are ever called out and any une of you win 
a war medal you would like to havea dis- 
tinction, Badges won inthis corps but 19 
others should be worn only on parade, as 
you see it would lead to confusion if men 
were to wear badges gained in other places. 
Tn reply to Sergeant Wixarove, Major 
Morrison said that a nan who won'a badge 
in the Queen's Competion for Rifle shooting 
at home would be entitled to wear it here 
because he would first have to win in the 
Shanghai Corps before he could compete 
at home. Major Morrison next referred 
at length to the old rule for classifying the 
mien as efficient, and intimated that if it 
was clear that a'man knew his work fairly 
well and did his best to keep up the gene- 
ral efficiency of the Corps, the officers 
would make a certain amount of allowance, 
if he was not able thorough sickness or any 
any other cause over which he had no con- 
trol, and would not strike himofftheefticient 
list even if he had not attended the pro- 
scribed number of drills, but these remarks 
were not applied to men who were efficient 
‘Volunteers ten or fifteen years ago. He 
urged all the members to qualify for the 
efficient list as soon as possible, for if they 
‘were at any time called upon to face a mob, 
it would not be pluck they would count 
Lut steadiness, and men who would not 
fire unless they were told to. If they 
were called upon to take their places 
with regular troops no one would like not 
to be able to do so because he was not 
amongst the efficients. What they wanted 
were men who would be ready at a mo- 
ment's notice. If ever they were to be 
opposed to a zegular hostile force they 
would have pleuty of notice, and plenty of 
men, and the difficulty would then be to 
drill them in time. Before concluding, he 
drew the attention of all the members to 
the conditions which it was nm to 
comply with before they could be 
















































on the Roll of Eficients, namely :—No 


; member, therefore, who has not qualified 
| regularly in drill and musketry is entitled 
to have his name entered on the Roll 
of Eificients, except in the case of Members 
who have on former occasions proved them- 
selves to be thoroughly efficient Volunteers 
‘and who still do their utmost to keep up 
the efficiency of the Corps, but who 
been prevented by absence from Shanghai, 
sickness or some other temporary cause 
entirely beyond their own control. from 
regularly qualifying this year. All such 
cases will be carefully considered at a meet- 
ing of officers, to be held as soon as possible 
after the training, and the Roll of Eificients 
will include the names of all who have re- 
gularly qnalified this year, and such other 
names as may be approved of at that meet- 
ing. 

An interesting discussion fullowed on 
the suggestion of Sergeant G. R. Wingrove 
to the effect that an impetus ail be 
given to the shooting of the Cor the 
arranging of inter-company matches for a 
challenge cup. He also thought that 
more time should be given to Company 
than to Battalion drill, but this was a 
matter entirely for the officers, and ho 
merely threw out the s " 

Lieut. Larix thought it might be difficult 
to find the money for the Challenge Cups 
mentioned by Sergt. Wingrove, with whose 
suggestion be agreed ; but he thought the 
Municipal Council might be asked to alter 
the conditions of the competition for the 
very handsome cup which they presented 
to the Corps as an encouragement to good 
shooting. 

The Cuammay while agreeing with Sergt. 
Wingrove's idea, did not see how Lieut. 
Little's tion could be carried out, as 
the Cup had already been won, aud the man 
who won it was entitled to have his name 
upon it, nor did he think it would be easy or 
wulvisable to alter the conditions of the com- 
petitionfor that Cup. He announced, how- 
ever, that in order to encouraye shouting he 
would himself subscribe 850 towards an 
inter-company Challenge Cup and would 
try to get further subscriptions, 

‘Mr. Baner drew attention to the neglect 
of drill with that important arm of the 
service, the Gatling gun, of which there 
was one in the Gun Shed. 

The CuarrMan stated that there would 
be Gatling gun drill this year, duting which 
he proposes to devote more attention than 
he had hitherto done to the Artillery, as 
he could now leave the Infantry, with the 
greatest confidence, to their ofticers. 

After some further discussion, Captain 
Dencxon said—I do not think this meeting 
should part without sete i @ hearty 
vote of thanks to Captain Dallas for his 
long and valuable services to the Corps. 

‘The vote was passed by acclamation and 
the meeting adjourned. 


CHINA BRANCH OF THE ROYAL 
ASIATIC SOCIETY. 

A meeting of the members of this Society 
was held on Wednesday evening in their 
Library, Musoum Road, when a paper was 
read by the President, Dr. Hirth, on “The 
Chinese Oriental College and its Work." 
There were about fifty persons, including 
a few ladies present. 

‘The general scope of the manuscripts 
which Dr. Hirth had obtained were referred 

Tnst_week, in our review of M. Lacoup- 
exie’s Lanynages of China before the Chinese, 

‘The CHAIRMAN annownced that since the 
Inst meeting the following yontlemen had 
been elected members of the Society — 
Mr. E. G. Vouillemont as a Life Member ; 
and as Ordinary Members, Rev. H. C. 
Hodges, B.A., V. C. Hart, B. D., and 
Messrs. D. S. Muay, Alex. _Kenmure 

Macao), A. W. Danforth, J. Mencarini, 
. A. von Rostlom, and J, W. Maclellan, 

Dr, Hixri commenced his paper 
describing the nature of the Seu Yi- 
Kaan, an institution revived in the 6th 
year of Tung-lo A.D. 1407, the office of 
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which was to superintend the training of 
interpreters who were to speak with the 
foreign ambassadors and translate creden- 


tials and other documents. It was in fact’ 


& linguistic school for Asiatic languages. 
Tt was divided into eight divisions cach 
representing one of the eight language 
considered important from a Chinese point 
of view i.e. Partaric, Ju-chih, Tibetan, 
Sansorit, Arabo-Persian, Pa-yi a language 
written and spoken by the Shan tribes 
on the Yiinnan frontier, Uiguric, and Bur- 
mese, He then gave a lengthy description 
of the rewards to industrious, and punish- 
ments to lazy scholars in this institution, the 
details of which during the Ming dynasty 
are to be found in the Ming-li-tien. The 
first Emperor of the presenty dynasty, Shun- 
chih initiated a new system of rewards, 
and examinations were held twice a year, 
translations of the papers being laid before 
the Academy of Sciences. But the college 
appears after that to have somewhat fallen 

hrough for Dr. Hirth stated that in the 
Ta-tsing-hui-tien, wn account of its formal 
reopening in 1644 is to be found. Dr. 
Hirth having commented on the rarity 
of reliable inanuscript glossaries of the 
languages taught on this school, said “It 
seeins therefore a matter of congratulation 
to the writer of these notes that he suc- 
ceeded sometime ago in procuring a similar 
manuscript, viz., vocabulary of the prin- 
cipal languages taught at thé Ssu-yi-kuan 
College with a number of texts written 
in the native character.” He referred to 
the vocabulary of the Ju-chi (Nu-che or 
Nu-chen) Tartars, who are considered the 
‘ancestors of the present Manchu race, in 
Vol. 3. These Tartars, who founded the 
Kin dynasty, in the tweltlr and thirteenth 
centuries of our era, were without a 
written language when they entered China, 
but who, it appeared from Chinese records, 
had no sooner established themselves as a 
nation than their first Emperor invented 
the Ju-chi writing, which was a compound 
of the characters used by the Chinese and 
the Kitans. This Emperor ordered that 
the chia-tzu style of the Chinese should be 
imitated. This written language has been 
carefully placed on record in one of thé 
manuscriptvolumes, Itis not connected with 
the system of Bashpa, the Tibetan Lama who 
invented the Mongol alphabet in 1269 ; its 
main principle being the representation of 
the meaning of a word by a conventional 
sign, in other words it is the ideographic 
system of Chinese applied to Ju-chi or 
Manchu rvots. One of the volumes con- 
tains tribute addresses in Chinese and 
Persian, from Samarkand, Turfan, Khamil 
and Mecca, The envoy from ‘the last 
nained place respectfully ‘offers 150 catties 
of jade stone and forty western horses, and 
asks in exchange supplies of gauze, sa 
tea, porcelain bowls, and porcelain dishes, 
which seems to be more than full value for 
the “tribute” he brought. Dr. Hirth 
remarks “It is curious fact that from these 
memorials, tea, which was first brought to 
Europe towards the end of the 16th cen- 
tury, appears to have been in demand in 
Arabia long before that period.” Ibis quite 
possible that it was carried to Arabia by the 
Arab traders who came to China some 
centuries before the 16th. Some say there 
were Arab ships at Canton in the first 
contury A.D.; that tea began to be drunk 
in China in the 6th century; and it is 
mentioned by the Two Mahommedan Tra- 
vellers in the 9th century. 

The .nature of each of the manu- 
scripts, which consisted of twenty-four 
volumes, and a full doscription of which 
will appear in the Society's fasicule, was 
then described at length. In conclusion 
Dr. Hirth referred to the beauty and dis- 
tinctness of the characters from which 
it was certain that they were the work 
of experts and not likely to be Chin- 
ese imitations of original texts in the 
Janguages taught at the school. He 
however gave them with a certain amount 
of reserve, and invited discussion parti- 





























cularly from General Mesny, whose long 
experience and extensive travels, particu- 
larly in the South-west of China, would 
make his remarks upon the subject inter- 
esting. 

General Meswy said that the Pa-yi lan- 
guage, referred to by Dr. Hirth was, he 
believed, a language written and spoken in 
the South-west of China on the borders of 


Burmah. It resembled Burmese, and had | 


an alphabet of 19 letters it also had vowels. 
If he remembered aright, it was written 
from left to right like English. He himself 
had in his possession a number of manu- 
soripts in the language of a people of Upper 
Kweichow, whose name he had forgotten 
—somewhat resembling Chinese characters, 
but differing from Chinese in many respects. 
Then again he had come across a tril 

the frontiers of Tibet and Yiinnan, who have 
a written language of the hieroglyphic cha- 
racter of the Egyptians. In 1872 or 1873 
he found a manuscript in the language of the 
Lolos in Upper Kweichow, somewhat re- 
‘sembling the Manscript. published by Mr. 
Baber. Some yearsago he (General Mesny) 
discovered near the South Gate of the city of 
Soochow just within the territory of the 
Great Wall towards Kashgaria, two stone 
tablots engraved with characters which 
greatly resembled some of the characters 
contained in the President's discoveries. 
In Kashgaria hehad oneecome across a tribe 
of people who said that they formerly had a 
written language which they had forgotten, 
but they could not produce any man able 
to read the writing found amongst them, 
‘Their oral language very much resembled 
that spoken between Yiiman and Burma. 

The Prestexr said that what General 
Mesny had stated about the languages of 
the S. W. of China, confirmed his conjec- 
tures about the Indian origin of some of 
his lately discovered manuscripts, the writ- 
ing being from left to-night. 

General Mesxy further mentioned that 
he had discovered n Muhomedan College 
in Yiinnan for the toaching of Arabic and a 
language which they called Pharsee, and 
which he thought was the same as Parsee. 
Rev. Dr. Wittiawson asked for some 
explanation of the very curious and  strik- 
ing resemblance between the Lolo language 
and that of an African tribe, which had 
Leen rensarked by the great African philo- 
logist. 

he Prestoest replied that theso re- 
somblances were no more than mere lingual 
co-incidencivs of speech, without implying 
any connection between the lang 
themselves, If a person tried he could 
always find a similarity in the sound and 
meaning of certain words in auy two 
languages, but there the connection and 
similarity ended. There were some words 
such as “papa” aud **mama” which were 
almost uninversal. Therelationship between 
Tnnguages had been sought to be applied to 
almost every two languages, particularly, 
whenever a new one was discovered, and 
this was always in the beginning of its 
study. Even when Manchu was first dis- 
covered European scholars endeavoured to 
establish aconnection between it and Greek 
and Latin. 

Dr. Winutamsox said that while quite 
appreciating the force of the President's 














remarks, he was greatly struck by the state- 
ment of the great African Philologist upon 
the subject referred to. 


Mr. Gzo. Jasagsox remarked that ‘the 
Lolo language had never been deciphered, 
and even Mr. Baber who published the 
manuscripts said he knew nothing of their 
contents. 

General Meswy said he had tried fora 
vory long time to find man to decipher 
his Lolo manuscripts but was unsuccessful. 

The Preswesr thought it was not im- 
possible that the manuscripts might yet be 
deciphered by men who were especially 
trained for the reading of foreign manus 
cripts, and who before now penet- 


rated these mysteries which at first sight | Marine insurance account 





appeared to be closed against human under- 
standing, 

“Mr. Gzo, Jasreson said the meeting 
could not separate without giving a hearty 
vote of tl to the President for his most 
interesting paper they had heard that 
evening, and which it was a great plea- 
sure to. hear, whatever might be the 
origin of the manuscripts which Dr. Hirth 

been lucky enough to discover. To 
him (Mr. Jamieson) it appeared to be a 
rehistoric example of the Tsu Er Chi 
Gaughter). ‘The manuscripts were interest- 
ing in several ways, and for one thing they 
went to show how far the Chinese suc- 
ceeded and how far they failed. If they 
succeeded in making a syllabary which did 
not go further then 800 or 900 words in the 


m | language dealt with, this would not carry 


the student to any proficiency in his studies, 
and it also showed what a difficulty the 
Chinese had in writing. With an alphabet 
it would have been comparatively easy to 
complete the task, the Society was under 
obligations to Dr. Hirth for this paper, 
which would remain on the records of the 
Society, and he (Mr. Jamieson) congratu- 
lated him on his success, (Applause.) 
‘The rate was carried by acclamation and 
the meeting adjourned, 








Reports. 





HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI 
BANKING CORPORATION. 

The following is the forty-fifth report of 
the Court of Directors to the ordinary half- 
yearly, general mesting of Shareholders to 

held at the City Hall, Hongkong, on 
Saturday, the 25th inst., at noon :— 

To the Proprietors of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation. 

Gustueme: ¢ directors have now to 
submit to you a general statement of the 
affairs of the Bank, and balance sheet for the 
half-year ending 31st December, 1887. 

The net profits for that period, including 
$8,228.50 balance brought forward from last 
secount after paying all charges, dedueting 
interest paid and due, and making provision 
for bad and doubtfid accounts amount to 
$606,903.51, of which taking out remuneration 
to directors there remains for appropriation 
$596,993. 

From this sum, the directors recommend 
the payment of a dividend of one pound and 
ten shillings per share, which will absorb 




















wages | $400,000. 


The diference in exchange between 4/6 the 
rate at which the dividend is declared,’ and 
3/14, the rate of the day, amounts to $176,000. 
jirectors.—The Honourable John  Bell- 
Irving has boen appointed Chairman for 1888, 
and Mr. W, TL Forbes, Deputy Chairman, 

Mr. A. Meiver, the Honourable F. D, 
Sassoon, and Mr. W. H. F. Darby have resig 
ned their seats at the broad on leaving the 
colony. The vacancies have been filled by 
Mr. J.'S. Moses, Mr. E, A. Solomon, and Mr. 
B, Layton, 

Mr. E. H. M. Huntington and Mr. M. 
Grote have resigned, and their places have 
been filled by Mr. W.'H. Forbes and Mr. 8. C. 
Michaeleen. 

The directors have invited Mr. W. G. 
Brodie and Mr. L- Possnecker to join the 








The appointment of all these gentlemen 

juires confirmation at this meeting, 

he Honourable John. Bell-Irving, Mr. C. 
D. Bottomley, and Mr. H. Hoppius retire in 
rotation, and being eligible for re-election offer 
themselves accordingly. 

Auditors.—The accounts have been audited 
by the Honourable Phineas Ryrie and Mr. 
Fullarton Henderson. 

Joux Bett-Invixe, Chairman. 

Hongkong, 11th February, 1888. 

Ausreact of Assets axp Lianuiriss, 3st 
Decemsen, 1887. 











‘LIABILITIES. 2: 
c 

Paid-up capital 7,500,000.00 
Reserve fund 8,900,000.00 
230,000.09 
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Notes in cireula- has granted advances, and the general mana-| By Yokohama steam fire en- = 
ticn, 8 _5,877,585.67 rs and consulting committee have the satis-| gine :—Balance of this account 2,500.00 
Deposits 70,996,295.21 faction of being able to assure the share-| By Hankow fire engine :—Ba- 
—————- 76,873,880.88 | holders that their investments are amply of this account 430.00 
Bills payable (including drafts secured. 7 . By Ningpo fire engine :—Balance 
‘on London bankers and short Consulting Committee. — the past | ‘of this account 80.00 
sight drawings on London year Mr. H. W. Davis and the ble | By Amoy fire engine :—Balance 
office against bills receivable F. D. Sassoon have resigned their seats on the | “of this account 160.00 


and bullion shipments) 
Profit and loss a 





16,818,619.06 
‘606,903.51 


$105,949,403.45, 





ASSETS. 






Cash 
Tnvestinents, vi 
£100,000 3 per cent. Consols. 
£150,000 3. per cent. Indian 
‘Government sterling loan. 
‘The above lodged with the Bank 
of England asaspecial London 
reserve 31,414, 736.84 
Res, 5,000,000, In- 
dian 4 per cent. 
Govt. loan ...... 








2,195,945.94 





Bills discountea, loans & credits 
Bills receivable 
Bank premises 
Dead stock .. 

















1 dividend adjustinent wecoun 
Ditforence in exchange bet 
4/6, the rate at which the divi 
dend is declared, and 3/14, the 
current rate of the day 

1» balance carried forward to next 
‘half-year, 





176,000.00 











By balance of undivis 
profits, 30th June, 87.8 8,228 
By amount of net profits 
forthe six months end- 
ing Sist Dec., 1887, 
after deducting all ex: 
peuses and inte 
paid and due... 
















Reserve Fesp, 
To balance on 3ist December, 
1887 sscnee : 900, 000.00 
By balance on 30th June, 1887 ...3,900,000.00 
‘1, Jacksox, Chief Manager. 
A.W, Martnasn, Chief Accountant. 
3. Betr-Invixe, | 
Wn. H. Forses, ; Directors. 
A.B, McEwes, J 
Hongkong, 11th February, 1888. 


THE HONGKONG FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 

‘The following is the report to be pre- 
sented to the nineteenth ordinary general 
meeting of shareholders to be held on the 
20th February at noon :-— 

The General Managers have now the plea- 
sure of preventing to the shareholters the 
nineteenth annual report of the compan; 

The business of the year 1886 has proved 
very satisfactory, and the accounts which are 
now finally closed, shew a prefit of $314,861. 

With the approved of the consulting com- 
mittee the general managers recommend that 
this amount shall be disposed of as follows: — 
Reserved fund 10 per cent. $ 31,486 
A bonus to shareholders on 


Boe 























contributions of business 44,975 
Dividend of $29.80 per share 238,400 
$314,861 


A careful valuation has beeu made of all the 
Properties, on mortgage of which the company 


committee and Messrs. F. P. Foster and J. 
S. Moses have been invited to take their 
places. The appointments of Messrs. Foster 
\d Moses now require to be confirmed by the 
areholders. The other members Messrs. 
ttomley, McEwen and Chater retire, but 
being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 
‘Auditors. —The accounts have been audited 
by Mr. A. Veitch and by Mr. E. J. Coxon, 
in the absence of his brother Mr. G. S. Coxon. 
‘The general managers recommend the re- 
appoiitment of Messrs. A. Veitch and G. 8. 
Coxon as auditors of the company. 
Janpise, Matuesox & Co., 
General Managers. 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Company, 











ed 
Hongkong, 15th February, 1888. 
Batasce Suey, 3ist Decemmen, 1887. 
Dr. Boe 
To Capital account :— Paid-up 
capital on 8,000 shares at $50 











share $400,000.00 
»» Accounts payable —Sundey 
‘acconnts unpaid 51,592.89 
1» Uncollected dividend 
count:—Balance of this ae: 
7,209.52 


served from the profits of 
1869 to 1885, sevesees 1,000,000.00 
‘To working account, 1886 




















Balance from last 
ACCOUNE onsen $928,367 46 
Addsundey premia, 
&c., since col- 
lected. 191,46 
$337, 758,02 
Less— Losses & other 
payments ........ 16,397,92 
Remuneration to 
consulting _com- 
mittee & auditors 6,500.00 





Net profit for 1886 .. 
‘To working account, “1886 :— 
Balance of this account .. 


314,861.00 


Cr. 
By lank soomante Government 
nils, mortgages, ete. — 

Hongkong e cha: 
hat Banking Cor- 
portation, current, 





























net ek 85 
fongkong & Shang: 
Tat Basking Cot 
portation, depos 
account... 373,270.22 
Chartered Bank’ “of 
India, Australia, 
and China, deposit 
account: 25,000.00 
Loans under deed of 
mortgage, ete. :— 
Tn Hongkong 847,000.00 
»» Foochow 59,000.00 
3s Amoy 20,000.00 
Shangiiai 306,216.70 
Yokohama. 9,500.00 
Invested in bonds -— 
Chinese Imperial 
Government loan 
1884... 185,000.00 
Chinese” Tinperial 
Government loan, 
1886 ,. 36,609.57 
Shares in the China 
Fire | Tnwurence 
Company, La. ... 157.00 
Cash In hands of 
General Managers 20.20 
'$1,958,566.54 


By accounts recelvable:—Balance 
‘of premium and interest to 31st 
December 

By steam fire engine, No. 
‘Balance of this account 


58,120.17 
1,600.00 









By steam fire engine, No. 
"Balance 


of this account 4,000.00 














By Swatow fire engine:—Balance 
of this account 







137,023.86 
337.00 


To transfer fees account :—Fees 


collected during the year. 
‘To exchange account :—Balance of 
this account .. 














By charges account 
Salaries of assistants 
Salaries of Surveyors in 

Hongkong and Shang. 
i 










Stationary, printing, ad- 


vertising, 


wages’ of 
shroff, ete 





7,159.03 


20,475.69 

By re-insuranee aecount :—Paid for 
re-insurance during the your...... 26,612.59 

By account of, losses ;—Puid for 

mes salsa E 
y fire brigade account :—Hor one: 
half share of brigade expenses at 
Hongkong, and’ the branches, 
viz.: Shanghai and Yokohama... 

By commissfon account :—For com: 
mission on premia collected at 
Hongkong and the branches , 

By balance transferred as above 














80,431.94 


4,774.37 


23,781.04 
252,243.30 
$408,318.03 
Tanvise, Maruesox & Co, 
General Manayers, 
Hongkong, 9th February, 1888. 











THE CHINA FIRE INSURANCE 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 


‘The following is the report presented to 
tho shareholders at the nineteenth ordinary 
meeting, held at the Company's ofices on 
the 2ist Februar 

‘The Directors have the pleasure of sub- 
mitting the accounts of the company for the 
year ending 3lst December last. 

1886.—The balance at credit of 
working account, as per last re- 
port, was ... 243,738.44 

‘Add proportion of interest accru- 
ing to this year recovered on sale 
of the Mei Chun Li property at 






































Shanghai 2,428.95 
9246,167.39 
Deduct dividend of $3. 
per share paid in 1887....860,000.00 
Deduct losses and 
claims under 1886 policies 15,959.43 
Deduct return pre- 
mia, &e., &... 6,184.27 
82,143.70 
$164,023.69 
It is 
sum as fol 
Final dividend of $3 per share, 
making $6 for the year $60,000.00 
Boutis. to contributing "share: 
holders .. 38,000.00 
The reserve fund, increasin, 
sum to $850,000 .. 34,051.72 
To carry’ forward to 
account, 1887 .. 31,971.97 
164,023.69 


which it is hoped will meet with approval. 
1887.—The directors hope that 
of the company for this year will be considered 








satisfactory under the present circumstances 
of fige iysuyauce business, The losses hayg 
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‘been very numerous, to an unusual 
number of fires in Hi and Shanghai, 
and to others at Kobe, Foochow, and else 
where. 

‘The Mei Chun Li property las been pro- 
tally disposed of aldo Longer appears tn 
the accounts. 

‘The directors propose to pay a first dividend 
of $3 per share out of the anticipated profits 
of this year, 

Direétors,—Messrs, McIver, Huntington, 
Grote, and’ Darby have resigned their seats 
on the board during the year, and Messrs. 
Forbes, Poesnecker, Michaelsen, and Layton 
have been elected to fill the vacancies, which 
shareholders will be requested to confirm. 

‘Mesers, Hoppius and Dalrymple retire by 
rotation and offer themselves for re-election, 

Auditors. —Mesars. Cox and Lyall, the 
auditors of the accounts now presented, retire 
and are eligible for re-election, 





P. Ryn, 
Chairman, 


BALaNce Sneer, 31st Decemne, 1887. 
‘Liapianies. 
$400,000.00 
eserve fund :— 
As per last report. ......$612,500.00 


‘Recovered on_ invest- 
ment at Shanghai 


Capital account 








written off in 1885... 3,448.28 
Added from profits of 
1886. ~ 34,051.’ 





650,000.00 
Accounts payable:— 
Final dividend for 1886 $60,000.00 
Bonus for 1886 and out- 
standing accounts 





91,742.67 
——— 151,742.57 
Working account, 1887 :— 
Balance at credit. ....$172,031.93 
‘Transferred from 1886 1,97 











Cash at bankers. 
Fixed deposits at banks 
Tavested in bonds ;—Chineso Tn 
porial Government loans B,C. 
and E., 
Laan on mortgage ‘— 
in properties in Hong: 
Wo rere $401,200.00 
On properties in 
Shanghai . 134,197,683 


Hongkong Fire Insuranoo Co.'s 


- $44,117.01 
+ 455,000,00 








- $21,568.38 











535,327.63 








shares... 522.00 
Furniture account 

ture, &e., . 350.00 
Fire engine accownt :~-Steam fire 

‘engine at Shanghai, &e. 3,120.00 





Accounts receivabl ‘Premia due 
from agencies, interest due on 
deposits and investments &e, . 





Worxrsa Accousr, Ist Jaxvary 10 3lst 
December, 1887. 
Dr. 





‘To charges account 
Rent, salaries, | legal, 
and surveyors fees, 
stamps, stat 4 
pny reaaareel 
Directors’ and auditors 
fees 


317,844.38 


7,300.00 
25,144.38 











ny fire engine working account :— 
‘Half cost of maintaining steam fire 
engines and volunteer brigades 
isi Agents? 








Less re-insnrances.. 6,295.45 
—— $208,357.53 








interest account :—Amount at 
credit, including interest due 





con fixed deposits, eto. ........ 90,625.27 
os x ‘account :— Amount 
at lit .. - 1,898.10 





+» transfer fee account 
at credit 





Jas. B. Covenraie, Secretary. 
Hongkong, 11th Feb., 1888. 





The Superintendents’ Reports on the condi- 
tion of the Tugs Fuh-le, Rocket, Foke-lin, 
Fairy and Samson,also the Salvage Apparatus, 
are satisfactory. 

‘Tho Directors retire in accordance with the 
Resolution; at the first General Meeting, 
and offer themselves for re-election, 

(Signed) RK. Fras 
Chairman, 








SAmasements. 





STRAITS FIRE INSURANCE COM- 
PANY, LIMITED, 


‘The following was the report presented 
to the shareholders at the second ordinary 
general meeting, held in the compan; 
‘offices, Singapore, on the 11th February: 

To the Shareholders of the Straits Fire In- 
surance Company, Limited. 

Gesrieaes—Your directors beg to place 
before you the annexed statement of accounts 
to Bist December, 1887. 

‘The nett premia earned after dedueting re- 
insurances and returns amount to $84,003.08. 

‘The interest accrued to $30,173.13. 

‘The past year has been an exceptional one 
in the history of Eastern Fire Insurance 
business ; not ‘only has there been a severe 
war of rates, and extreme competition, bring- 
ing a reduction in rates to a dangerously low 
point, but the year has been marked with an 
unusual number of disastrous fires. in China 
and Japan, more especially in Hongkong. 

Under these cireumstances, the receipts are 
fairly satisfactory, and the losses to the lat 
December, 1887, ‘very moderate, the latter 
have since been increased, however, by a fur- 
ther sum of $1,000. 

In viow of the large number of 1887 risks 
still to run off, and that the Company has ouly 
been underwriting sixteen months, your Di- 
rectors cannot recommend a larger interim 
dividend than 5 hich will absorb 
$20,000, leaving a sum of $59,432.52 to meet 
liabilities, or to be dealt with, as may be de- 
cided hereafter, 


























DIRECTORS. 
During the twelve months that have elapsed, 
Messrs. Khoo Teong Pol, Anderson, and 
Lutjens have retired from the Board, as also 
Mr. Louis Glass, (who succeeded Mr.” Ander- 
‘son as Chairman,) the three latter gentlemen 
having left for Europe ; Mr. Sobst was subse- 
ently appointed Chairman, and the Hon, 

‘W, Cohington has also joined the Boar. 

In accordance with provisions of clause 103 
of the company’s articles of association, Mr. 
T. S Thomson and Mr. Woe Boon Tek retire 
from the Board, but offer themselves for re- 
lection. 

Auditors.—In accordance with article 141 
Messrs. James Lyall and Alex. Gentle retire, 
but offer themselves for re-election. 

Tu, Soust, (Chairman)) p;, 
Ts THowos, 7\ Directors. 

Singapore, lst February, 1888. 











THE SHANGHAI TUG-BOAT 
COMPANY, LIMI'TED 


Incorporated 6th July, 1887. 


Report ofthe Directors for presentation at 
the Second General Meeting of the Share- 
holders, to be held at the Office of the Agents, 
on Tuesday the 28th February 1888 at 4 p.m. 

"The Company was incorporated, under the 
Hongkong Ondinauces, on the 7th’ July 1887, 
as a Company Limited by Shares, and the 
whole of the effects of the Shanghai Tug-Boat 
Association was transferred to the Shanghai 
Tug-Boat Company, Limited, on the Ist Octo- 
ber 1887. 

In accordance with the new Articles of 
Association the Company's year terminates 
on the 3ist December in lieu of the 31st March 
a formeriy. 

The Directors submit the audited Accounts 
of the Shanghai Tug-Boat Association from 
the Ist Ay 1887 to the 30th September 





1887, and the Shanghai Tug-Boat Cempany, 
Limited, from the Ist Oetober 1887 to the 
3ist December 1887. 


During the nine months Dividends have 


been pai ting 7 per cent, and Taels 
7,073.15 has been written off the values of the 
‘Tag-Boats and Salvage Apparatas, 


THE CONCERT OF THE SHANG: 
HAI PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY 


AT THE LYCEUM. 

A very fair audience assembled at the 
theatre on Tuesday evening to hear the 
execution of the excellent programme 
arranged by the Philharmonic Society, « 
marked feature being the large attendance 
in the gallery. It is rather venturesome to 
take the theatre for a Concert of high-class 
which does not attract the general 
public like a variety entertainment ; but the 
building is so much better suited acoustio- 
ally for orchestral performances, than any 
other room in Shanghai, that the danger of 
empty benches was boldly faced, and the 
result was sufficiently satisfactory, the 
theatre being comfortably filled, though not 
crowded. ‘The opening piece was Auber's 
Overture to Masaniello, by the whole 
orchestra, and it was gratifying to see so 
lunge an’ orchestra, composed, with one 
exception, of amateurs, and including the 
young lady whose solos on the violin #0 
surprised and delighted the audience at. 
Mme. Vela's recent Concert, with her 
Sister, who bids fair to rival her. M. Vela 
conducted, leading the attack on the violin, 








and the piece, one of the most popular and 





well-known of all the e: operatic over- 
tures, was admirably played. The mem- 
bers of the Society must have practised long 
together, and devoted themselves to the 
task asa labour of love, to produce auch 
an excellent ensemble, while there was 
plenty of fie and spirit in their rendering, 
. Vinay was at the piano, We regretted 
not long since the want of a good tenor in 
Shanghai, and we can now announce that 
the want is tilled up. Mr. Robinson, who 
gave Moir’s “Only Once More” to the ac- 
companiment of M. Vela, has a very pretty 
sweet voice, and 8 in excollent time 
and time, and with good intonation and 
expression, It was his debut here in pub- 
lic, and the hearty applause which followed 
shewed that the audience realised the value 
of this acquisition to local, music in Shang- 
hai. Mozart's G. minor quartette, which 
followed, rendered by Messrs, Hearn, 
Lundt, Danenberg, atid Sullivan, was nob 
so succésful. ‘There was a certain indecision 
apparent, especially in the cello, and the 
quartette itself is scrappy, and tedious in 
a theatre, though it might he heard with 
pleasure’ in a room. Even a Mozart 
must nod sometimes, and this quartette is 
certainly not among his best worl M 
Nickels made a bold attempt in Sullivan's 
“Lost Chord,” with orchestral accompane- 
ment, and in spite of some nervousness, 
and the inevitable consequence of a Shang" 
hai winter, a slight cold, she acquitted her- 
self admirably, and the audience was so 
delighted that ‘an excore was insisted on, 
and was responded to with Arditi’s “IL 
Bacio,” beautifully sung to M, Vela's accom 
panimient on the piano. “Haydn's Symphony 
‘0. 7, a magnificent piece of music, played 
by the orchestra with an amount of prec 
sion and taste that shews how carefully 
had been practiced, followed, the first two 
movements closing the first, and the last 
three opening the second part of the con- 
cert. Mr. Wedemeyer, accompanied by Mr. 
Vinay, next displayed his powerful and 
well-trained baritone in the very fine son; 
by Elliott, ‘Hybrias the Cretan,” an 





























only the length of the programme prevented 
the audience insisting on an encore. The 
vocal duet for tenor and baritone, from 
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Benedict’s “Lily of Killarney,” “The 
moon hath raised her lamp above,” came 
next, and was so well sung by Messrs. 
Robinson and Skeels, accompanied by M. 
Veia, that the singers could not resist the 
demand for an encore, and they repeated 
the duet. Mr. Skeels has a ‘brilliant’ 
baritone voice, and the two voices mingled 
admirably, both shewing in their time 
‘and intonation how conscientiously they 
had practised, The orchestra wound up 
the concert with Bach and Gounod’s Are 
Muria, and the Pizzicato from Delibes’ 
‘Sylvie, the former of which was more suc- 
cessful than the latter; it is no slight feat 
for an amateur orchestra to undertake so 
delicate and difficult a morcel as the pizzi- 
cato is. On the whole the concert wi 
a decided success, and hearty than 
due to Mr. Vi 
piano, 
gratulated and thanked for the pleasure 
they gave, and we trust that it will not be 
Jong before they announce another Concert, 
when they may fairly rely that the news of 
the excellence which they have attained will 
bring together a still larger audience. It 
would be unfair to close without a word of 
recognition of M. Vela’s merits as a con- 
ductor, and of the pains he has taken in 
guiding the practices, without which the 
success of Tuesday night would have been 
impossible. 











are 
pay for his labours at the 
‘The Society may be cordially con- 





THE HONGKONG RACES. 
peda iheta ie 
Funst Day, 
Wednesday, 22ud February, 1888. 


HONG STAKES. 





Half- 
1 roeck's Dunkeld 1 
2.—Tar Asnuzy Cur, One mile. 

Mr, Sassoon's Fair Sport 1 
$—Tae Hoxexosc Dery. One-mile-and- 

a-half, 

Mr. John Peet's Leap Year 1 
4.—Tur Lustraxo Cur, One-mile-and. 

quarter, 

Mr. Nantai’s Lohengrin csssscses veers 
6.—Tae Vatuey Stakes. Three-quarters- 

of-a-mile, 

Mr, Humphrey's, Viking 
6,—Tae Foocuow Cur. 

Mr. Boxey’s Joker « 

.— Tue Caxtox Cur. 
Mr. Buxey's Lightfoot 
8.—Tue Srineve Cur. 
three-quarters. 

Mr. John Peel's Orlando 
‘wz Compravors’ Cvr. 
Mr, Sid's Heliotrope 
Secoxp Day, 

Wednesday, 22ul February, 1888, 

[By Tereorarn.] 
1.—Tur Scurry Staxes.—One mile, 

Mr. Buxey’s Lightfoot 

‘The Triad Society's Sidken Mead 
2.—Tae Excnanor Prate.—Two miles. 

Mr. John Peel’s Leap Yew 
3,—Tim Gerwax Cvr.—One mile and a 

quarter, 

Mr. Orange Blossom ses. 
4—Tuz Proresstonat Cvr.—One mile 

and quarter. 

Mr. Sassoon’s Bullion 
5.—Tue Parsze Cvr.—Seven furlongs. 

Mr. Buxey’s Happy-go-lucky. 
6,—Tue Hoxcxoxe Cin Cvr,—One mile | 

and a half, 

Mr. John Peel's Fair Sport a 
Tm Jockey Ovr.—One mile. 

Mr. Tejas's Napper Tandy 
8,—Twe Frvaway Sraxes.—Three quar- 

ters of a mile. 

‘Mr. John Peel’s Gone Ateay... 
9.—Tar Werrer Prate.—Oue mile. 

‘Mr. John Peel's Bandsman 























Two miles. 





7. 


One mile. 








One-mile-and-a- 








One nile. 
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Correspondence. 


THE FIVES COURT. 

‘The following letter, which has already 
appeared in our columns, has been sent 
to the Municipal Couneil :— 

To the Chairman and Members of the 
Mosrctrat Couxen, ror Tae Forercx, 
Serriemests or Suaxcuat, Norra or THe 
‘YaSG-KING-PaNG. 

Geytiesex,—It has been brought to our 
notice that preparations are being made to 
build houses for Chinese on the old site of 
the Fives Court in the Nanking Road. We 
believe that the land in question was originaliy 
acquired solely on the condition that it should 
be dedicated 2 ree of recreation, and 
that the use which has been made of a portion 
of the land, ‘ich it is intended to make 
contrary to the original 
intention of the Chinese authorities, who 
granted the title-deed, and is prejudicial to 
fire interests of the Community.” 

We beg to urge the Municipal Council, as 
the representatives of the general public, to 
co-operate with the Trustees of the Recrea- 
tion Fund in endeavouring to recover for the 
Wullic use what was never intended to be 
devoted to private advantage. 

We have the honour to be, 















Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servants, 

Russell & Co, Yeend Duer. 
Turnbull, Howie & Co. J. I. Miller. 
Reiss & Co. Justus Lembke & Co, 
Butterfield & Swire, W. Hewett & Co, 
Holliday, Wise & Co. Arnhold, Karberg&Co 
Alfred it & Co. Caldbeck, MacGregor 
ion ee 
Maitland 0. 
Carlowitz & Co. be: 
Fearon, Low & Co. J. F. Cheetham. 
Siemssen & Co. James Hall. 


‘China & Japan Trading Fred. D. Bush. 
Co., Limited, J. W. Maclellan, 
FE. Haskell, Buck & Ramsay. 





Manager. W. H. Short. 

David Sassoon, Sons & The Hall & Holtz Co- 

Co. Operative Co., La., 
E. D, Sassoon & Co. W. W, Clifford, 
Reid, Evans & Co. Secretary. 
Wilkinson & Co. For A. S. Watson & 
Mackenzie & Co. Co., La, 
‘Turner & Co. Richard Tice, 


p-pro. Major Brothers, Voelkel & Schroeder. 


J. Findlay. Cottam & Rawlinson. 
Ewen Cameron, Wilck & Mielenhausen 
¥. C. Bishop. Brewer & C 
Jas. K. Morrison, ‘Mustard & Co, 

A.J. M, Inverarity. J. Llewellyn & Co., 

R. M. Campbell. G, A. Watkins, 

E.G. Vouillemont. Sydenham Moutrie. 

P-pro, Cozon & Giraud, H. Lester, 

wie: Sima Rodewald & Co 
isner & Co. ‘ob. Fergusson. 

Ibert & Co. 8. C. Farnham & Co. 


‘The American Trading Aug: White, 

x A.J. How. 
Evans, Pugh & Co. 
L. 8. Little. 
Fredk. M. Gratton, 
J. Buchanan, 


‘0.5 
Jas. Baird, Agent. 

3. D. Thorbarn, 

O, Schuffenhauer. 

W. H. Macomber. 





M. Wolff. A, Myburgh. 
Pustau & Co. AW, Muirhead. 
Jas, A. Taylor. Arthur E. Moule, 
Hy. Morris. G. H. Wheeler. 
H. T. Wade. Sam. J. Morris, 
Hopkins, Dunn & Co, H. Symons. 

L. Moore & Co. W. Weiderhold. 
Ciande A. Rees. ‘Th. Ruff. 

| E. C. Pearce. A. R. Burkill. 
Boyd & Co. RW. Little. 

J. Cooper. W. V. Drummond. 





THE YELLOW RIVER 
To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Curxa Dany News. 

Dear Sm,—Did Mr. Paton take any 
soundings on his way down the new course 
of the Yellow River? Can he give you any 
idea of the depth of the lakes he 
| through, and the average depth of the river 

up to the breakage? Did he meet with any 
portions of the river specially difficult for 
navigation ; and if so why? And can he tell 
anything about the amount, and also the 
character of the traftic on the river and its 
affluents in Honan? 











Information on such points would great! 
help the solution of the'problem. y 
Yours respectfully, 
ENQuinen. 
Shanghai, 17th February, 1888, 


To the Editor of the 
Noxra-Caixa Dany News. 

Dean Sr,—In reply to “Enquirer,” in 
yours of 18th February, the following notes 
may satisfy all his queries. In May 1886 
I came down the Whai River from Chow- 
chia-kow, vid Chiu-kiang-pu to Chinkiang, 
returning by the same route in September 
of same year visiting some cities north of 
Hungtze Lake. ‘The recent course which 
I came down is shorter about 200 li, by 
striking across the Hungtze, Pao-zung ‘and 
Wao-zu Lakes, In referring to my notes in 
May 1886 from Chow-chia-kow, I find the 
river was very shallow, my half-boat, draw- 
ing about 20 inches, often grounding. 

‘A peculiarity in the Chow-chia-kow boats 
is that they are divided into two separate 
halves, so as to be more easily drawn over 
there shallows—you can hire one half-boat, 
if it is enough for you. They are very broad, 
roomy and confortable, and take big 
cargoes. Ten miles below Chow-chia-kow 
the river was very troublesome—further on 
it has @ considerable fall, for some 40 Ui, 
necessitating a number of extra men to 
track up-going boats. 

In Angust of the same year, the water 
was about two feet higher in that reach ; 
at present it is two feet higher than it was 
in August 1886, this will give an average 
depth of about 4 or 5 feet which will con- 
tinue to be its depth (so long as the Yellow 
River water runs in this direction) as far 
as Chen-yang-kwan, 460 li from Cho-chia- 
kow, 

‘There is a definite channel in which little 
change will take place, unless it should be 
deepened by the force of the current, which 
is quite strong enough to scour it. 

At be eitiag 3 Kwan, an extensive de- 
pression exists, forming at present an inland 
sea, and it may probably remain so, This 
volume of water will keep the river channel 
up to a depth of 6ft. or 80, according to the 
season, from Chen-yang Kwan to Hungtse 
Lake—a distance of about 60 li. 7 
Lake is about 3}ft. higher now, than it was 
in August 1886. I speak definitely of this 
last, as I anchored at one particular place 
three times, and I have the measurements 
on a wall. I was informed it was some 3 
feet higher still in October of 1887, which 
was very evident by the water mark seen 
everywhere. 

In the Lakes there was a depth of water 
beyond the length of the boat poles, (Loft. 
or so). This was the only way in which I 
noticed the varied depths, but from the lie 
of the mountain on the south side of the 
Hungtse, I have reason to think there is a 
considerable depression in the Lake. Salt 
junks with four masts, and drawing over 
Bit. were passing freely up and down the 
Lakes, and there seemed to be no difficulty 
anywhere for want of depth. I should say 
there would be a depth of 9 to 16ft. in the 
Lakes. 

There is no point where the least diffi- 
culty is met with in avigating native boats, 
unless at the rapid piece of water above 
Tai-ho Hsien. The river passes through a 
an alluvial country all along from Shansi to 
Shanghai. 

‘The only point where I noticed life-boats, 
‘was on outlet of the Hungtse Lake, where 
the current rushes with violence through 
some islets at the opening—but ascendin, 
boats could take other channels, of whicl 
there are several. 

‘To the north of Chow-chia-kow, the river 
winds though a fine country, it has a con- 
siderable depth, rarely less than 7 feet all 
the way: from Ching Chow to Chow-chia- 
kow, where it has a well defined channel 
uniformly filled from bank to bank all the 
year through. It is below the level of 
the surrounding country, as it has been dug 
out, the earth supplying the banks, 
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This part, from from the break to Chow- 
chia-kow, is insufficient for floods, and 
must be’ enlarged. There should be no 
dificulty however in that beyond the simple 


digging and banking. 

‘rom the break to Ching Chow, no chan- 
nel exists other than made by the flood 
recently. The whole mischief was done 
here, before it reached the river in which it 
now runs—a deal of attention will have to 
be given at that point. The current is so 
rapid that in approaching any of the ma- 
tows (landing places) the boats have to go 
down river stern-first, held in with ropes 
by the crew on the bank. 

‘Wherever theriver takes a South, orSouth- 
easterly courseitis rapid ; and sluggish when- 
ever it turns to east, or north-east. The 
Grand Canal has a very strong current down 
to Chinkiang, on the Yangtse, showing very 
clearly that the trend of land is southwards. 
This is borne out by the statement of Mr. 
Fergusson, in your paper of January 16th, 
hore he anys ofthe Shantung, part “The 
fall of the plain being greater than the fall 
down stream, the lower portion of the 
river drained’ backwards and poured into 
Honan, A clear proof of this is, that the 
water of Shantung subsided leaving a portion 
of the Yellow River dry below Chi-nan-fu. 
T may add, from personal observation, it is 
dry to the break at Ching-chow. That 

entleman also says, “the Hungtse overflows 
into the old channel of the (1856) Yellow 
River.” That chaunel was dry in 1886, and 
is so at present, winter wheat still being 
grown in it. It was being dug out at « 
point north of Chinkiang-pu to direct the 
waters, if they threatened that district, I 
am credibly informed it was not needed, 
‘but the fact is that the Hungtse drains into 
thé Grand Canal about 50 lc south of the 
old channel and 201i above Chinkiang pu. 
The Yellow River has therefore no direct 
connection with the sea, but flows into the 
Yangtse at Chinkiang. Surplus water let 
‘out of the Canal by sluices on the east side, 
is in its turn drained by a river at the mouth 
of the Yangtse and numerous streams on 
the east coast, 

Mr. Morrison in his letter gives some 
interesting items, and [ think he will find 
the river reaches the sea by the Yangtse 
in the most satisfactory manner through 
the Lakes, and the numerous canals north 
of Yangchow. There will, in all probability, 
be a necessity to maintain the large reser- 
voir at Cheu-yang-kwan, to equalise the 
river depth from that place to the Lakes, 
‘There is no place in Honan where water is 
or could be stored up to any useful depth, 
as the natural features of Honan are so 
uniform and level, even the present flooded 

rts have not much depth; aud that water 
is subsiding by absorption, only too slowly 
for the people. 

‘The new course answers Mr. Morrison's 
statements ; it has a distinct low water 
channel ; it has a ‘‘ well-considered” course 
but it is not sufficiently wide to give room 
for the flood. As I said before, it needs 
no special skill to widen the river and 
heighten the banks with itsownearth. The 
new river can give grand opportunities for 
irrigation, which would increase the fer- 
tility fourfold, of a most enormous tract of 
land, and make a famine such as that of 
1877-8 impossible in Honan. But unless it 
is put into competent hands it will just 
remain ‘the sorrow of China,” whereas, 
it might be fraught with blessing to every 
body if skillfully managed. 

[r. Morrison hits the nai] on the head 
when he says “ the best advice any one can 
ive, is to proceed with investigation as 
fast as possible, and accept no scheme till 
‘complete examination of the country has 
been completed.” The most cursory surrey 
is enough to convince any one as to what 
course it should, or should not take. 

‘Tt was a thousand pities to see so many 
heaps of bales, boxes, and packages of all 
sorts lying piled on the banks of the Yellow 
River, which had been laboriously dragged 
thither at great expense on carts and bar- 























rows and mules’-backs, when the river 
could be made to do ‘all this so easily. 
Draught power is now est, as the ox-teams 
are fast disappearing, under the fell disease 
now cutting off so many oxen, Carts can- 
not be got in sufficient numbers to carry 
the tea northwards and so heavier guods 
must wait. The same cause prevents the 
necessary reeds, ropes, etc., from being in 
time to close the breach in the river. 

It is exceedingly desirable that the trade 
should be expedited somewhat. 

Steam navigation could easily be estab- 
lished to the Yellow River from Chinkiang, 
tapping Chinkiang-pu, Chen-yang, Pochew, 
and Cho-chia-kow. ‘River ways alread; 
exist to the large marts within easy reacl 
of Hsu-chow, and Lao-su-chow and also of 
Honan-fu, 2 days further to the west. ‘The 
‘Vientsin river being only 80 li north of the 
Yellow River the routes might easily be 
made to join. Last autuwn a steamer came 
southwards, 1,000 li from Tientsin to Chu- 
wang. Coals'and salt, are the principal 
desiderata for Honan from the north. The 





whole country is languishing for the simple 
It is the cry of the 
He doves not know when 


want of conveyance. 
business man. 





‘me as one grand remedy for a great many | 
of these evlla if it be properly ‘and wisely | 
managed. 

Excuse me for these remarks, which are 
somewhat rambling, but I hope they will 
be helpful to those interested. 

Yours, 


20th February. 
To the Editor of the 
Norri-Curya Dart News. 

Dear Smm,—I am sure many of your 
readers. Wi me in thanking Mr. 
Paton for his replies to the enquiries which 
were placed before him. 

‘There are two or three points which | 
do not seem to have occurred to him, and 
which appear to be of sufficient importance 
to place before you. First, the new course 
ofthe Yellow River, aud tho waterways | 
which lead westward fron connect with | 
the camel routes which radiate in different 
directions towards Central Asia. The writer | 


Tromas Paton. 

















hhas met these caravans during his journeys 
in those regions. They bring medicines, \ 
wool and rugs, &¢., and take salt and other ; 
commodities on their return trips, Cara- | 
vansaries are found at the many mua | 
teres or distributing centres at and about ' 
Chow-chia-kow and westwards. Ayain | 
on the old Yellow River—west of the | 
place where it has just burst its banks—the | 
traveller meets coal barges from Shansi | 
laden with coal from the great coal fields 
that region. These come down the river | 
from different points ; and after discharging | 
their cargo are broken up—it having been 
found more profitable to sell the boats ns 
wood than navigate them up the river. 

In addition therefore to the Honan and 
Anhui local trade, which is very large, 
steam navigation could now be connected | 
with the wool trado of the northwest, and | 
also the very remarkable mineral deposits | 
in Shansi, of which Richthofen speaks ; | 
the district from which the famous irun | 
came which supplied the markets of | 
Central Asia over 2,000 years ayo, and | 
which reached even to Ronie : for as both | 
Drs. Edkins and Hirth point out, Pliny | 
says ‘‘ of all kinds of iron coming to Rome 
the Chinese ‘ Sericum ferrum.’ is the best.” 

‘Veascw Sar. 
23rd Feb. 


CHRISTIAN LOVE. 
To the Editor of the 
‘Norru-Cutxa Dany News. 
‘Sm,—Your issue of 26th January contains | 
a letter from Bishop Boone, entitled “ Our 
True Position,” As the correspondence | 
































which has passed between the London Mis- 
ion and the American Episcopal Mission 
is about to appear in print, I need not trou- 
ble your readers with an elaborate reply 
to the Bishop’s letter. In that correspond- 
ence they will find an answer to every 
question which the Bishop's letter may 
suggest. There are one or two points, 
however, on which I should like just to 
touch. Asto Our True Position,” I can- 
not say that I see it more clearly now than 
I did before. Mr. Sowerby’s I can under- 
stand ; but the Bishop's letter blinds (with 
excessive light, I suppose) me, and makes 
me rub my eyes. One thing'is clear, the 
Bishop doves not disavow the teachings of 
the book written by Mr. Sowerby; 0 
we may take it for granted that’ the 
two gentlemen are one in sentiment in 
regard to the point at issue. The Bishop 
sees now the folly of publisking such opinions 
and judgments as are found in this strange 
production. Is it too much to hope that, 
he may some day be brought to see the 
folly-and something worse than folly—of 
thinking them ? 

Bishop Boone, in this short communica- 
tion, makes some very strange, and not 9 
few wrong statements. “Mr, Locke,” sa 
the Bishop, ‘had hitherto been on the 
friendliest terms with the London Mission, 
as well as others, and was estranged in part 
only, when Mr. John attacked him about 




















| this ‘matter in a way that no one could 
| endure, and continue intercourse.” I have 


given in the correspondence the grounds 
of our objection to Mr. Locke's action in 
the case of Dr. Yang. Every word writ 
ten or spoken to Mr, Locke by me on the 
subject will be found there ; and I am quite 
willing to submit the whole contention as 
between Mr. Locke and myself to the 
judgment of the reader. Mr. Locke, it is 
true, had_been on friendly terms with the 
London Mission, and we thought that 
his friendship meant something real and 
honourable, Had he continued to act rightly 
in his dealings with our Mission we might 
have been on friendly terms still. When, 
however, Mr. Locke showed that the poliey- 

his Bishop, in regard to admitting into 
his communion the renegades of other 
Missions, had been adopted by himself, 
friendship became impossible. It is rather 
too much to expect the shepherd to regard. 
with love and confidence the wolf that is 

rex ready to dispute with hina the pro- 
prietorship of the sheep. 


Bishop Boone says that Dr. Yang's mode 
of life liad caused his separation from the 
‘London Mission for some time previous to 
his confirmation. ‘This is not true, Dr. 
Yang was commected with the Mission up 
to the time of his confirmation, His mode 
of life had been causing the London Mission 
much anxiety, and nught have compelled 
the Mission to expel him. We believe that, 
the fear of discipline as well as the hupe of 
gain, had much to do with the step which 
he wok in leaving us. Will the Bishoj 
tell us how much this man has receive 
from the mission in the shape of solid eash 
since his translation? Does the Bishop 
know the life the man has been leading * 
these two years? ‘The natives of Hankow 
know it well. ‘The Bishop had better make 
inquiries on this point before he carries 
out ‘the last expressed wish of Dr. Yang's 
father, that he might one day take orders 
in the Church.” 


Bishop Boone says : “On my last visita- 
tion, I confirmed perhaps four or five men 
who for a year had been attending our St. 
Paul's Church, Hankow.” ‘This is not true, 
‘The Bishop confirmed seven in all. Of these, 
five had been attending our Chureh re- 

















| gularly till with four months of the day on 


which they were confirmed ; the other two 
were regular attendants at our Church up 
to the day of their confirmation. In Octo- 
ber the Bishop confirmed two of our con- 
verts at Wuchang, and we knew nothing 
about it till the end of this year, ‘Thus 
the Bishop took nine in all. 
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‘The Bishop says: ‘As I understood, 
they (these seven men) were driven away 
from their own Mission by the unjust at- 
tacks on us and our motives.” Who gave 
Bishop Boone to bag gers Bgl In 
rey to the charge I solem: assert 
aa ie is toholly aud absolutely tales. Tt 
has been the habit of the Missionaries 
of the London Mission to speak of all Mis- 
sions with respect and affection, and to 
pray for them even by name. The con- 
verts are taught to do the same. Of late 
we have had to warn our converts against 
the proselytising spirit of the Episcopal 
Mission, and combat the arrogant pride 
tind bastless assumptions of the Mission, as 
revealed in that wretched book, to which 
the Mission has given birth. Beyond this 
we have never gone ; and for this the Bi 
hop and his clergy are solely and wholly 
responsible. 
such we have the greatest respect ; and no 
one would rejoice in its prosperity in 
China more sincerely and enthusiasticall 
than myself. We only object to the spirit 
which animates, and the practices. which 
charscterise this small section of it, 

We know well what led these men into the 
Bishop's fold, and we know also that some 
of them, at least, are very sorry that the 
Bishop's hands were ever laid upon their 
heads, Two of them have written me 
already, confessing their fault, and begging 
to be re-admitted into our communion. 
Allow me, Sir, to describe « scene that 
was witnessed at our Church on Sunday 
morning Inst, when Chen Sien-fung made 
the folfowin confessivn, 
heart,” said Chen, ‘being appenled to by a 

romise of employment, led me astray ; 
have sinned against heaven, against the 
Church, and against the pastors. 
God's forgiveness, the forgiveness of the 














Church, and the forgiveness af the pastors. | 


Tlso ask your prayers on my behalf. Pray 
that may henceforth be kept from falling, 
and that my lifo in the future may be one 


of perfect Loyalty to my Gua and to my own | 


Church.” told Mr. Chen, after a few 
words of exhortation, that’ the pastors 
cheerfully forgave him and that God had 
already forgiven him, if the confession 
just made was sincere. ‘Then I turned to 
the congregation and said: “If you are 
wailing to forgive him, please 

your forgiveness by standing up.” ‘The 
‘whole congregation stood up as one man 
and said :—‘ We forgive him.” Mr. 
Chen and his wife were contirmed on 
January Ist, 1888, ‘That scene was wit- 
nessed in our Chapel on Sanuary. 29th, 
1888. Mr. Chen was supposed by Mr. 
Locke and his Bishop to be attracted by 
“the historic claims and fixed liturgies 
forms of the American Episcopal Church ! 
Were Bishop Boone amenable to reason 
I would try and argue the point with 
him once more. A man of his age and 
experience as a missionary ought to have 
found out long ago, that 

enormous difference between China and 
America, between the Chinese and Ameri- 
can citizens, and between the conditions 
in which we work here, and the conditions 
in which we work at home. ‘The man who 
cannot see that much must be blind, and 
the missionary who will not recognise’ that 
fact is doomed to work much folly. 

‘We need not discuss the Bishop's notion 
of Christian unity. ‘The reunion of Christ- 
endom in the Episcopal Church is a dream 
which cannot come to pass. In Christ we 
nuay all be united. Union in Chureh polity 
is an impossibility. 
pene, Bishop Boone is the last man to 
help it forward. ‘The policy which he has 
adopted is a repelling, disuniting, strife-pro- 
ducing policy. If there is one spirit more 
than another, which could keep Noncon- 
formists at a safe distance from the Episco- 
pal Church, itis the spirit with which Bishop 
Boone and his party are possessed. From 
that spirit may we all be delivered. 

Gririta Joxs, 

3ist January, 1888, 








For the Episcopal Chureh as | 


“My covetous | 


T ask | 


signify | 





ere is an} 


But even if it were ' 


| CHINA RAILWAY COMPANY. 
To the Editor of the 
Nosta-Cuma Dany News. 

Sin,—The short paragraph in the N.C. 
Daily’ News of 24th Dec., commenting on 
the Returns of the aiping Section, is cer- 
tainly most fair and to the point; but kindly 
permit me to draw attention to a statement 
which is apt to mislead many who are not 
versed in railway affairs, viz :— 
| expenses, including main- 
taining of railway, were Tis. 16,146,97, 
being 55 per cent. of the gross earnings, 
which is somewhat higher than the average 
percentage on English and Scottish lines.” 

‘This, to the uninitiated, means that the 
line is less economically worked than the 
average English railway, whereas the re- 
verse is the truth. 

‘The old system of comparing, the econ- 
comics of working to the total receipts, is 
now rapidly becoming obsolete, and the 
sooner it and the absurd “train mile unit” 
disappear the better it will be for every- 
body who has any pecuniary interest in 
railway property. "The fraud is kept up in 
England in order to render palatable re- 
turns to ignorant shareholders, and to thus 
cover up the many sins committed by the 
| Directors. 

To prove my argument, let us assume 
that the Kaiping section (to which the Re- 
turn alone refers) charges. three times the 
present rates, which would in no way in- 
crease the working expenses, and would 
then not amount to as much as is charged 
on any English railway for the same work 
done. The been | expenses thus become 
28 per cent. only of the gross receipts aud 
not. 55 per cent. as has been inferred. 

‘The Directors very wisely charge very 

ited to the people, namely, one- 
nny per mile for passengers, 
and one-third of a penny per two miles for 
goods—prices almost unknown elsewhere, 
excopt over far greater haula at lower 
speeds, Certainly no European line of 
equal capacity and type can do the work 
for double the cost named, much lees make 
a profit, 
he expenses shewn on Return include 
a large amount of ballast and stone for new 
lines building. 
| ‘The train mileage was close on 45,000 
miles run at an average speed of fifteen 
miles an hour including stops. 
| As before observed, the train mileage 
| forms no true basis of comparison of actual 
| work done on given lines. 


















The * train mi England is far less 
| costly than in the United States, but as the 
| American trains are usvally three times as 
heavy, the cost of conveying one ton for one 
| mile is much less than on any European 
| lines of equal capacity. Of course, greater 
| Tength of haul and lower speed have much 
| to do with the cost of transport, but the 
| only fair test for gauging the economics of 
|}ines are certainly the ton and ger 

mileage, with a proper allowance for differ- 
| ences in alignment and speed. 
| At the end of the first year’s working 
| the Directors will lay before the public a 
| proper analysis of the working which will 
| clearly show the Kaiping line has a just 
| claim to very unusual economy of working 
as well as construction. 
| China has had several peculiar advan- 
tages in building her first railway; blunders 
of the can be and, so far, have been 
avoided. With the history of other coun- 
tries before her as a guide, the recent im- 
provements in Railway science, the gauge 
question decided, it will indeed be to her 
Tasting disgrace if she cannot have the most 
‘economical railway in the world. 
i Apologising for this somewhat lengthy 
letter, 
i Lam, dear Sir, 
i ‘Yours truly, 
| C. W. Krsper, 


Tientsin, 29th January, 1888, 

















THE MAIL EX NIERSTEIN. 

To the Editor of the 
Norru-Cama Datty News, 

Dean Sm,—With reference to a para- 
graph which appeared in your issue of 
yesterday morning, concerning the cause 
of the delay in the delivery of the American 
mail, which arrived per German steamer 
Nierstein, and endeavouring to throw the 
blame of such delay on the Japanese Post 
Office officials ; I beg you will allow me to 
contradict this statement. 

In the first_place had the coolie come to 
the office on Sunday, as is stated in your 
paragraph, either in the morning or at half 
past six in the evening or in fact at any 
time during the day, he would have found 
one of the ofticials on the premises, and as 
neither the Post Office official or any em- 
ployée in the Consulate saw the man it is 
very improbable that he could have put in 
an appearance there. 

‘On Monday about 10 o'clock we received 
a notice from the steamer Agent's office to 
inform us that the Nierstein had brought 
mail, a coolie was at once sent to the 
Agent's oftice, and was told to go on board 
the steamer for the mail, so he took a sam- 
pan and went to the steamer which was 
anchored at a considerable distance away 
and returned about half past twelve and 
delivered the mail bags at the United 
States Post Office. 

Tam, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
8, Yosurpa, 
Postmaster, 
18th Feb, 
To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cursa Day News, 

Sm,—With regard to the communica- 
tion of the Japanese Postmaster, which 
ap) in your issue of to-day, we wish 
to state the following :— 

The letter of the Postmaster at Nagasaki 
to the Japanese Post-office hore advising 
the shipment of eleven bags of mail by the 
a.8. Nierstein was delivered to us by the 
Captain immediately upon the arrival of 
the steamer, i.e., on Sunday the 12th in: 
at 3 p.m. 

This letter was forwarded without delay, 
but there was nobody at the Japanese 
Post-office to receive it on Sunday after- 
noon, 











We are, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Metourrs & Co., 
Agents, 8.8, Nierstein, 


20th Feb. 





Miscellaneous. 








THE KING OF HOLLAND'S 
BIRTHDAY. 

Sunday, 19th February, being the Tist 
anniversary of the birth of His Majesty 
William IIT., King of the Netherlands, was 
commemorated in Shanghai, by a dinner 
given by Mr. Carl Jantzen, Consul for the 
Netherlands, in the Consulate to which all 
his nationals in Shanghai, including several 
ladies, as well as the representatives of 
several other powers, were invited, 

The dining room was very tasteful 
decorated, the portrait of the King a 
the royal arms of Holland occupying’ posi- 
tions of honour, 

His Ex. J. Hetexvs Fercvsox, Minister 
for the Netherlands in China, ‘presided, 
Amongst the guests were H.E. the Taotai, 
and Secretary. ‘TheMixed Court Magistrate, 
and Secretary, Dr. Focke, Consul-General 
for Germany. Mr. Joseph Haas, Austrian 
Consul-General, M. Max. Goebel, Consul- 


General for Belgium, Senhor Joaquim M. 





T. Valdez, Consul for Portugal ete., Mr. 
Louis Bessic, Mr. E, F. Veening, Mr J. 
H. Heomakerk gte,, ete, * 
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‘The menu, which included several of the | n 
justice to, 
ithe Taotai proposed the health of his 
Majotty the King of ‘of Holland in Chinese, 
his Secretary as follo 
the Taotai to thank you for the invitation 
of tho birthday’ of his majesty, the King of 
Holland, tho ‘Taotai has felt greatly | T 
the celebration, abd now bege to express a 
derowy wish for the prolongation of His 
the bec tendship batwoen Holland’ and 
Ching for ever, and for the welfare and 
‘Taotai then asked the Company to 
sil their lames andthe toast was drunk 
His Excellency, Mr. Fercusox replied to 
toast, (also in English) and proposed 
and the Empress of China, He referred to 
the harmony now existing betwoen the 
very conspicuously evinced in the last 
calamity in Honan, Now when China 
orious overflow of the Yellow River, by 
the bursting of its banks in Honan, by 
lages and towns, are submerged, and two 
millions of people rendered ‘destitute. 
tung famine, foreigners of all nationalities 
joined hands and brought money together 
Population, ‘They have now directed 
men amongst them to proceed to the 
in, money an nl friendly help to the various 
officials of China, who by the order of the 
the much-neoded relief to the destitute 
population, May the work succeed, 
anxiety on that soore (applause) Ho then 
asked the company to drink to the health 
‘The toast was responded to with enthu- 
siasm, several others followed, and some 
svening, the proceedings being marked 
Hhroughout by’ a delightful’ mingling of 


national dishes, having been done ample 
belay, tenielated: fate English 
y this evening. This being the occasion 
honoured in being asked to participate in 
for the continuance of 
roaperity of the people at largo (applause), 
with the greatest enthusiasm. 
he health of their Majesties, the Emperor 
different nationalities in China, which was 
was unfortunately visited by the most 
which calamity, hundreds of hamlets,’ vil- 
Then, again, as at the time of the Shan- 
for the relief of the poor and destitute 
laces of ange and offer their co-oper 
Pad 2 vealously ‘at work to bring 
‘and may the Emperor ieved from all 
of the Emperor and Empress, 
capital neeches wore made “during the 
patriotism a social pleasures. 





THE MITKIEWICZ CONCESSIONS, 
——— 


Li Hoso-cuaxo’s Lerrexs. 
‘The Washington Post of December 18th, 
contains an account of an interview with 
Count, or Mr. Mitkiewicz. ‘The following 
otters which were put forward by the 
Count will be found interesting :— 
To rue Hon, Tuomas F. Bayann, Srcre- 
tany or Stare, Wasianotox, D.C. 
Sm—L have granted the concestion for 
telephones in all the treaty ports of the 
Chitose Empire to the Chinese-American 
Telephone Company, represented by Whar- 
ker, of Philadelphia, and Eugene 
deMiikiowles of New York,” Lam plessod 
that the kindly relations between 
vornment and people of the Chinese Empire 
and the Government and the citizens of the 
United States are more cordial than ever, 
and I shall be glad if the concession should 
prove to be the forerunner of numerous 
other enterprises, such as the establishment 
of a Chinese bauk mutually advantageous 
to the le of two such great friendly 
nations. 1 develoy 
hatural wealth of the Chinese Empire by 
She Joyment of the capital and intelli- 
your count prove profitable 
Bot t only to the alone. In the 
interest. of my own country I shall be 
jeased to encourage and protect all proper 





pment “of the. great | 


tiations for the telephone concession, 
T Waar SEMA ef 
Barker anc 


whenever they come out for transact 
affairs that are of interest to the peop ut 
both countries, and will not disappoint 
em. 
Prime Ministerof China, Superintendent 
of the Pei Yang Coast Defences, 
tendeat of the Beard of Teale, Senior 
Tutor of the Heir Apparent ofthe Throne, 
Grand Secretary of State, Viceroy of Chibli, 
Earl of the First Degree. 
Li Hox Cnaxo. 
This is translation of the communica- 
tion to Secretary Bayard. 
Lo Foxe-ton. 
Private Secretary of the Viceroy. 
Following is a copy of the rescript or- 
dered from His Highness Viceroy Li to tho 
proposals of De Mitkiowiez for the establish 
ment of a Chinese merchant bank as fol- 
lows : 
The ny De Mitkiewicz, petition- 
ing, proposing’ and deliberating with 
ston "Batkor to. raise. a cata’ of 
10,000,000 taels or dollars, composed of 
Chinese and American shares, for the 
establishment of a Chinese-American bank, 
has certainly the intention of stimulating 
and builing up the commerce and of bene- 
fitingpeopleandmerchantsof both countries, 
ve superintonding all matters, connected 
with Chinese trade and gradually promot- 
ing and starting all the great enterprises, 
as llroading, mining, | manufseturins, 
public building, ete. But the establish. 
fuent of a bank is the pivot upon which all 
of these oder, tum: the said 
merchant proposing to take in Chinese 
theres and work the bank con} intly with 
the Chinese shows De Mitkiewicz to be 
honourable, straight just and fair. We are 
always pleased to protect and uphold such 
an enterprise. We have already ordered 
Chow Tastai, the actual Superintendent of 
Tiontsin Customs ; Sag, Taot 
intendent of Chefoo Customs, 




















berate with De 
liminary clauses and one special o1 
perusing and examining the same find 
them to be tolerably satisfactory and 
could be sanctioned, "We therefore com- 
mend Taotais Chow, Shong and Ma to 
ign the clauses and the special one 
with De Mitkiewicz as the prelimina 
basis, one copy of which is to be deposit 
with us and recorded, and the other copy 
is to bo delivered to De Mitkiewicz, who 
will return with it to the United States and 
carefully consult with Wharton Barker. 
If the American merchants will gladly 
comply with this basis, Wharton Barker is 
to come in Person to China and negotiate 
the detail and by-laws, and decide the time 
for, putting the bank into operation— 
such being our earnest wish—or Wharton 
Barker can delegate representative to 
come and settle the contract. 
Prime Minister of China, Suj ‘intendent 
of Pei Yang Coast Defences, 








© Go- | ent of the Board of Trade, Senior Tutor 


of the Heir Apparent to the Throne, Grand 
of State, Viceroy of Chibli, Earl 
of the Firat Degree, 
Ia Hoxo-cuaxo. 


This is a true translation of the Viceroy’s | mana, 
rescript. 
Lo Func-ton. 





and being faveuray spread. with the 
an vourably. im with the 
fitfcrward and honourable manner in 
‘Ma. de Mitkiewicg has conducted the 





spent 2 Ob ie eon rae sie 
in ‘on any American 
| tents Iona an te ini ean to nogonts 


Mitkiewiez | publ 


ll the loans of the Chinese Government for 
of building railroads or other 

ublie works, Further than this ‘banking 
concession, which makes the. syndicate a 
partner of the Chinese Government, there 
are concessions for gradually building 
railroads and originating other enterprises 
of vast im to the count and 
the investors. When Count Mitkiewicz 
left. China with this concession in his 
pocket it was thought that ‘some modi 
ications might be deemed necessary by the 
American capitalists, and a representative 
of the Chinese Government came with the 
Count to act for the Viceroy. But upon 
the arrival of Mitkiewicz he discovered that 
a storm of opposition, pressed by the Eng- 
lish and German influences in China, had 
broken out, and he thought it extremely 
inadvisable'to press any alteration in the 
concession at that time. He and Mr, Barker 
ingly cabled to China, in company 
scene chang and heChineseMtnater 
in Washington, that everything was satis- 





factorily closed, and he received by cable a 
ratification or reassertion of the Viceroy 
Li's satisfaction. : 

‘One more letter deserves reproduction:— 

Wuarton Barker. 

Sm, —Your honourable colleague came to 
Tientsin and was received by me several 
times. Mr. de Mitkiowicz is frank, reliable, 
intelligent, and generous and very worthy 
of admiration. tition for raising @ 
capital, composed of American and Chinese 
shares to start telephones with all the 
treaty ports ef China, the erection and. 
location of such telephones to be selected 
by and under the supervision of the Chinese 
Government, I have already sanctioned. 
Also have Lordered Sheng Taotai, Director- 
General of the Imperial Chinese Tele- 

graphs, to arrange with Mr, de Mitkiewicz 
satisfactorily on every point. Railroad. 
ing, mining, public, buildings, and. other 
d undertakings Iam starting gradually, 
wut the establishment of a bank is the pivot 
upon which all commercial enterprises turn, 
T have always heard of you as being an 
honourable and very worthy. merchant, 
frank and fair in all business transactions, 
and ey you have been admired and re- 
spected for a period of lortg standin, 
Rmmerica’s wick officials and mene 












‘Therefore I grant special permission to Mr. 
de Mitkiewicz to select you for the purpose 
of raising 8 capital subscribed by Ohinese 





and Americans to establish a Chinese-Ame- 
rican bank in Tientsin, Shanghai and other 
nis. If this enterprise is completed, the 
usiness of the will be very reliable, 
Chinése and commercial affairs being both 
benefited thereby. Mr. de Mitkiewicz also 
imforms me that ho has already received 
your jelegraphic despatch consenting to 
Hegotiate, un start such au enterprise. I 
accordingly appoint special high officials to 
dcliberse with Br de Ditkiowice twelve 
preliminary clauses and one special one. 
After sanctioning the same I deli er them 
overto Mr. de patkiawica ‘to take home and 
consult with you. If you will be pk 
O Serve the d details and by-laws can be 
the time for operation decided 
tpn, and I will accord protection in every 
way. The trip of Mr. de Mitkiewicz has 
been a weary and laborious one. I find 
Mr. de Mitkiewicz intelligent and clear on 
all ‘matters, moderate and honourable in 
habit and teny Should he be deputed 
to come to China to act for you in the 
maanageanend of of the bank and other matters, 
he wil ‘be able to work harmo- 
niously with officials and merchants and 
bring matters to satisfactory completions. 
Whatever i is not mentioned in this Mr. de 
Mitkiewicz will inform you in person. 
‘Lr Huxo-cuanc, 
‘This is true translation of the Viceroy's 
letter to Mr. Wharton Barki 
Lo Fouse-tun, 
Private Secretary. 
The interview with Mr. Mitkiewicz cone 
cludes thus -— 


‘Are you going to China? 
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Well, I am. Perhaps it won't please | gent allowances Geog fe) of the Peking | An account of the Yiinnan earthquake” 
tho ring that I should go, but I am going | public offices will be paid in old large cash, | says that the effects were felt all-the way 
there nevertheless, ‘These people are fight- | of which one will count as two regulation | between Yiinnan-fu and Linan-fu, and that 
ing the syndicate over my shoulders for jeash, and this will go on until the store is | 2,000 people were crushed to death, and 
‘two reasons ; first, to discourage the Ameri- | exhausted : no more large cash will be | 3,000 injured in Shih-p‘ing-chou alone. 
cans from raising the capital to be able | coined. |The has risen at Kiang-k‘ou 
to comply with the decrees; second, to| The Formosa authorities are sending | (somewhere on the upper Yangtze) and 
down me, because they know I know ; Chinese crews under European officers to pulled to pieces the new lekin station which 
every rope that is there, and they hope | England next month in order to bring out | was intended to tax the cotton, yara, and 
if they can down me they will be able | the two new swift coasting steamers from cloth trade. The lekin officer was severely 
to misrepresent Americans who go there | Newcastle. | mauled. 

without me to the Crown, as they have! A singular but horrible Pekingese New- | ‘The sale-of-office subscriptions towards 
done before. That is the whole reason. | year custom is mentioned in the Shén Pao. | the Yellow River Fund have almost entirely 
Mr. Burlett, of the Legation at Washing-| It appears that beggars and “mendicant | fallen off during the past month, 

ton, I believe to have been the one who | priests or fakirs at that season of the year | The Hw Pao says that a number of very 
originated the story that Ihad fraudulently | are in the habic of extorting money from ; suspicious looking boats filled with Hu- 
employed the names of Mr, Vanderbilt and | petty stall-keepers or hawkers by outing | kwang-nien men suddenly arrived in the 
Bir, Gould in getting these concessions, | their own foreheads with a knife, and al-| Shanghai river ofl the Swavow Guild yester- 
Look over the documents. Why the only | ing the blood to fall on the hawkers’ wares. | day and need the attention of the authori- 
‘Americans spoken of at. all are Wharton | This custom is called p‘ai-féng, or “raising : ties, 

Barker and Eugene de Mitkiewicz. And | the wind,” and guards of soldiers are an-| According to a telegram received at 
aa for the concessions themselves, you can | nually ordered out to parade the streets in | Peking from Honan three-tenths of the 
see they are a firm as the rock of Gibraltar, | order to prevent it. | requisite material had been stored at the 
and that neither the Chinese Government | Of 628,000 odd piculs of Kiangsn, tri- | great gap on the Ist of February, on which 
nor the American syndicate desire to with- | bute-rice for 1887, 343,000 are to go from | date the repairs were to begin in’earnest. 

















draw. Mr. Barker goes out in person next Shanghai by junk and the rest by the! The fall of snow around Peking has been 
month to open the bank. | China Merchants’ Company's steamers : 53 ' very bountiful this winter, and the native 
junks are already loaded with 150,000 | press understand from its correspondents 
| piculs, i.e. about 200 tons a junk. | that general confidence is entertained that 





ant 2 | The recent revolt at Tarbagatai took | the wheat harvest will be abundant. 

NOTES FROM NATIVE PAPERS. | place in three infantry regiments: at least| ‘The local and French authorities are 
——+ {one officer of rank ‘was’ murdered, and | stated to have arranged for the joint repair 

‘The regulation cash are to be issued in | the cavalry had to be called out to quell | of the city moat and bunding outside the 
Peking through the medium of the Banner | the disturbance. Two Banner regiments | Old North Gate of Shanghai. 
soldiery, each of whom will draw one string | are being sent from Ili pending a general | ‘The Emperor of Japan has, according to 
Of 1,000 cash per mensem, no matter what | weeding out of the Hunan soldiery at Tar- | the Shi Pao, applied through his Minister 
his pay may be. As its stated that 100,000 | bagatai, who are suffering from home-sick. | to the Chinese jovernment for a couple of 
strings will be required each month,’ we | ness. | Manchurian elks (spn siang ts:) such as 
thus discover indirectly that the Peking | It is intended to develop the T‘ang-shan were recently presented to the Emperor of 
Bannermen, drawing banner pay, still num- | coal-mines near Peking and to construct a| Germany. It is said that they are remark- 
ber 100,000’ men. ‘The working or contin: | railway from the mines to ‘T'ung-chou. ably prolific, 














COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 







PIECE GOODS.— bu: 
fe was not il he usual Yuen Fong aucti 
med their thought 
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on moi yay ated, Rent 
grams already quoted, and for the sake of reference we gi amely :— 4 
To Hongkong. ‘To Shanghai, 
Plain Cottons. 13,000,000 yards, 
Coloured do, "550,000 






we shall have an accumulation of stock 

























in » month or two, the on!y hop firm, and, 

G: eee eae quote ied price he sp e00 on th inoipal :—Miekee Red D 
wey 8 8. alex reported aggreyate about 20,000 piece jog are the principal :—. ragon 
°F, BO), Blue Plonix BAG, Blue & Man, #153, Bico fed Dragon 21.04. Red. Rhinoceros suds Red Cormora t ‘$1.61, Red Stag 1.09, 
Hed Tea Caddy $1.65 (eve 17) and Blue Dragon and Old Man 31.80 (lee 1"). Tho amarket appeate very abrong forall ‘but 
‘especially for the common aud finest, Some of the medium qualities are inclined to droop at auction, but Importer d will 








not submit to a decline privately. 
G-lbe,—No private transactions have taken place a 
T.the.—This weight aac has only been tld at auction, the Suoreared quaatitien offered rather amamping 
a decline, 
'9.12-Ibe, a 11-Ibe.—Sales of several thousand pieces have been book 
Plate'$2.15, Blue Dragon and 5 Old Men 2.164, and Red Star, differes 
albeit tome of the wuction chops have declined slightly, 





wuotion prices ar 





© demand and causing 











ab advancing rater, we quote, Lion 2.00, Unicorn 2.05, 
letters, $2,30/37.' The demand is very strung privately, 


12-Ibs.—Some very fair sales of this weight have also been ms particalars in ‘2.55 has been 
paid for Tio Stork ana ¥2.38 for Three Man and Horse, ‘The market ia very firm aud prices look like improving still more. 

White Shirtings.—Only a few sales have been published, say 10,000 piecer, but business to a greater extent has been done at an advance 
‘of 3 to 4 camdervens on prices obtained before the holidaye, Blue Dragon King has been tel Gold ditto at 51,96, aud 
‘Blue Cock (6,000 pieces) at $1.97. No sales of 72-reed have been mentioned, but some op, have realised 
%2.35, Auction rates are a little big qualities, and also for While Lrishes whi ing more freely to Hankow no 

‘P-Cloths.—7lbs.—There is rather more life in the market for these goods and, althoug’: there is no quotable improve! i 
have been in much better request that for sometime past, and it is hoped that a r yu from the long atate of apathy ii y 
have been has at last set iv. Fully 10,000 pieces have been settled at about last y aotations, namely :—Silver Bufulo £1.14, Blue 
Bhinoceros 1.16, Silver Sycee $1.16, Red Wildman'$1.20, Red Drogon $1,224/23 and Gold Dragon $1.34. ‘The demand so far has been 
chiefly for common qualities, z . 

Slbe, are algo in wore request, Red Dragon at $1.42} and £ wo X./.X. at £1,774, have been placed, and some 9-lbe, Mandarin at 
'§1.88. Auction rates are fairly steady, but they acarcely confirm the better feeling apparent in the private market. 

Drills.—Znglish.—Auction sales of these goods have not been very satisfactory, some of the chops showing a sharp decline, but privately 
they appear to be in a good position aud higher prices have been paid for favourite chops, notably Crocodile at $2.86}. A Dragon 
chop ha ised $2,30, and otber sales have been made, but vot published. 

‘American—A sale of 600 bales Pepperell was rumoured late this afternoon at $2.95 lees 1%, butlacks confirmation. Some Importers 
consider this price unnecessarily low, although the price in Tientsin is said to be only $2.91. 
ings.— English. —Some 8,000 a 10,000 pieces have been settled at £1.80 for Blue Cock, $2,274 for Dog, $2.44 for Soliier and $2.50 
Tous 17, for Lugle, ‘The market is fairly ateady, but does not seem likely to advance farther at present 
‘American,—No sales bave been made yet, and Importers do not seem inclined to force the market, not that there ia very much in 
firat banda to dispoue of, 
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Toans.—Zuglish—The auction offerings continue to be the ouly transactions inade public, and judging from them, the market is rather 
higher. 
Cotton Yarn. lish is firm but p:ices here are much below home quotations, : 
Bombay iain i dewand and may be quoted nlf to a cael higher all round, au the fellowing salen will show. 62-—13 Ualon, 
Leopold F444, _ 8-.—12 bales, Leopold $46}. 10+,—306 bales, Anglo Indiw $473. Leopold $48, Connaught $50, Alecindra ¥50}, 40d 
Framjee Petit £50}, 16e.—G59 bales, New Machine $514, Prince and Mahaluzvee $24, Covrla' and Emprees E533. Raljee ¥534/53.35, 
Oriental 53}, Oriental Colaba £54, Weatern India $543, Connnuykt $553/353, M. Petit ¥56/36}. Alexandra B36}, F. Petit $564/56.80,- 
and B. D. Sussoon $574. 20+.—337 bales, Swadeshi 159, Remington New Colaba $60, Dhun £604, Imperial 60/60), Albert Kdward 









































X60), James Greaves $002, Oriental Colaba $61, Connaw.. dE. D. Sassoon Mill B62. 248,21 bates New Gordon $62}. 
joods.—Uhere has vot been much done in the goods ly come under this heading. Turkey Reds are decidedly lower, 
en made at a decline of 2 to 3 candareet have been arriving freely of 
f 400 pieces 18in. Velveteens las been made at ¥0.10.7, th ine chop. Aualing wre in better 








request and sales of 10,000 pieces a 
seus forward from tl 





in Hongkong: as ship a 
pecial chop and assortment, have been pl 
extent of 1,250 pieces, #t £1.30 for one colour aud $1.35 for ft colours. 

although e been made, there is very. 
Little demand for them and pri at sucti privately at'$5.05 for UU 
and V and $5.00 for Dove (ail Scarlet) 760 or 800 pirces having been ee! these also hive go jhtly lower. 
There is a good demand 1 n for best Spanish Stripes, common qual weak and fractionally lower. Lastinys do uot 
much change, common bemg slightly higher, if sapything—Some Scarlet Ne. 9, under Buga’o chop, were sold at ¥8.05. 1’ 
appears to be nothing doing at present in Iussian Cloth. 







































ticipa 
ut in Metals maintained, but 





‘early days of the new. 
up forthe near 





jostly “to 





Hiortly and. has been 
done at 5.074, whi ing tho lasb 
fow days prices may be the 








course of the apec 
Pio Inox. —1 
Natxop Low, 


me 2,009 tons wi 
eee ork ton, 












pot, are reported bought by ign 
m bartered for agaiust Lead at private terms, 
ilar rat 

uy importance from lrat hands have not occurred, 
to T1.55, 






















Here widely 
Some 200 pic old at £11.75 per picul, 
aud, without tinding buyere at preeout, Stocks are emall, 












Zine SHRATHING in wauted al 
Waits Maran AND Nicki not much inquiry at preseut, but the outlook conti 
Camavon Woop.—Common cargo is difilcalt to place, while beat i wanted at ¥1.80 to ¥1,90, 
Samat Woo! 00 piculs, ex Altai ported aold at 5.37 





ourable to holders, 





ining more ground, 
of latches cxported from Kobe to Shanghai last 
been placed to ¥18. 

¢ fairly fiw. ‘There is continued quict maiket for 











all variotios of Japai 
Winpow Gass 





at quotations, 
te no new feature, and business continue of the same p 
ed, No. 1/10, were placed at $71, 30 cases No. 1/5, Sha 


noticesble in this market, and old chops moot with a better demand. Sales reported 
tal Green, various Chepr, at 114 to 12 oauds, 14,000 bottles, ea. 2 of,, Magenta, various Chops, at 125 
ta, various ( hops, at 40 to G0, 19,000 bottles, ox. 2z., Blue, various Chops, at 21 to 22), 5,000 tine, 
+ 84, 8,000 tins, ea. 8 oz., Violet, various Chops, 374 to 54, 14,000 tins, ea. 8 oz., Violet, various chop: 
at 22} to 26 cande,; 2,500 tins, exch 8 oz., Violet, Boya chop, at 124 cauds,; 10,000 bottles, exch 2 oz., Powder. Green, Bird chop, at 1 
cands,; 7,000, eacit 2'0z., Scarlet, Mouutain chop, at 74 cands., 10,000 tins, eack 8 oz., Scarlet various chops, at 23 t0 27}. 200 cases, 
‘42 ca tive, Logwood extract, $10 per pioul, 100 cases, each 4 tius, 112ibs,, Loxwood extract, ‘¥10.20 per picul, 30 cases, each 
T pioul, Ultramarine, £8.00 per picul, 10 cases, each 1 pictl, Prussian Blue, $32.50 per picul, 









to chatacter noted for some timo past, A 
‘aro reported sold at F50, and 25 casea 











to 13, 10,000 tins, 
en, 8 0z., Blue, Pt 


















Burrows sendy, but prices do uot, as yeb, compare favourably with home rates.” Sales aro reported of 40 caser, No, 2/4, 
Plath, at 38, aud 40 oasor, No, 7, Embossed, at $2 
OnpRectas—Doalers moot wi d consumptive demand, aud deliveries of goods arriving uuder coutract are satisfactory. 










Woottes BLawkers.—Jubbit 
Sreaninx Canpuxs. 
HANDKERCHIEFS AND ‘TowLS continuo strong, and dealers report a steady demand, 
Liama Baaty.—The market is somewhat firmer, but uo;business has transpired in round lots. 
‘Woun ‘Tanuers.—Salea are reportet of 150 cases, Boys’ Chop, at 774 cands., and 80 casee, at 80 cands, 
Coxvectionsny.—Some 20 oases, wew chop, English, were sold at auctton, at 65 to 65} cts. per dose 
Kerosene Oil.—During the three weeks under review, prices have gradually strengthened. Sales of January and February 
Der reported at ¥1.50 to ¥1.52}, aud 10,000 cases Stells, tu arrive within about three months, have been placed at T! 
‘auction 13,000 casos damayed Devoo's wore sold at £1.49 to ¥1.63, and privately some 50,000 cases of the same brand have changed 


0 solling ina moderate way at quotations, 
F140. bs 





















hands during the last weok at 1.55 per cess, ous mouth clearavos. The Alzuder Yevts arrived ou the 19th iust, with 54,600 cascay 
Stooks are about 550,000 cases. 
Opium.—(Closing quotation):—Malwa (new) F415, (old) $426 ; Patna (new) $362; Bouares (new) $357. 
EXPORTS, 
Bilk,—From Messrs, Cromie & Burkill’s circular :—Loudon telegrams quote Silk quiet, Deliveries of Chinas from 1st to 2isb instant 





1,000 bales. 
Raw Stis.—There has been more enquiry, and prices Lavo slightly advanced during the past week, the market closing very firm 





at quotations, w th stocks reduced to = total of 7,000 bales, 
‘Taat LR bout 1,000 bales at £3624 for Buffalo No, 2 and ¥316} a ¥320 for Gold Kiliu. 
‘Hanccuows.- bales have been placed at #3074 for Blue Lion * Tay-or.” 





‘TaysaaMs.—Purohases include 30 bales of Kabings aud 30 bales of 9 x12 Moss at i 
‘Yeutow Sizxs,—About 70 piculs r- for Micuchow anda 3212) 


¥ Ane changed hands at 2260 for Mienchow and at $242} for Kopun, There are no stocks of 
fooyung an 


‘Arrivals, as per bor toms Returns, from the 16th to the 22ud February are about 170 bales of White Silks, 20 piculs of Yellow 
‘Silks and 25 pee a ld Silke. eed 

‘RE -REELS.- sttlemeute since the 2ud instant are about 350 bales, The rket is ateady without Pe 

Wizp Si1xs.—Sales of 100 picals are reported. “Molders are very firm a F125. tot Tassels Sew Aah — 

Wasts Sinxs.—Transactions very trifling, prices unchanged, 

‘SHANTUNG PoxGtES—About 2,000 pisoes have beey taken at $2.62} « $2.75 for 23/24 oz. goods, 
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‘F375, Buffalo If at $3624, Gold Stork at $350, Bird “ Foong-ling ” at F347}, Mountain 
If at F347}, Gold E'ep! id Kilin at $320. HawccHow Teartee —B uo Lios ‘Tayor at $397}. Tarsaants, —Wh, Knh, 
Gold Lion Hae $205" Green Ke Tingchay xt $305. Yetow Sixx —Mrenchow at £260, Kopun at $242), ‘Tussan.—Raw Tat 
ies," Re-nenieo Tesruse,—Beat Guop at $15, Market I at $352, Market Il at $3425, 











Purchases inolnte : ~Teani.ze, Baff-1 





















1887-88. 1886-87. 1885-86, 1883-34 1882-83. 
Settlements for this mail + about 1,500 250 250 500 400 bales, 
1» for the season t vs 46,250 48.750 45,500 43,700», 
Stock » 7,000 8,500 3,200 21,000 4, 
‘Total Ariivals ts, 53,250 87,250 48,700 64,700, 





+ Exclusive of purchases for re-s 


"England, — *France, te. Totat Burope. tulia 4 Kowpt, Cvast & Straits, Grand Total, 
5 3 

















Export White Silk .. 3,71t 27,247 41,003 35,001 baler 
a Way 90 2,269 219 ‘ 

” ” 1,383 64 266 Hd 
5,184 1 1488 Ms 

Againet in 1886-57 4,083 953 946 . 
oy 1885-86 8,358 2,322 1,175 i; 





* Many shipme ional, Maraeilles or Loudon, 
‘Also'2,914 piculs Ol Silk Wadding to Londen, 
to Continent, 





‘Tea.—Brack.—There has been no tn 
Svocx,—6,200 4-cheata sgsinst 1,470 f-chests 
Gaern,—Affsirw he ly become a-ttled since the native holidays, hut there appear to he 

Aispored to operate when business rhe few settlements reported during the week ba 
Cou try Teas, tI ige of prices b i 
0 f-cheat at 6,800 fohests in 1886 1987. 
SUMMARY OF SRITLEMRNTS SINCE LAST MAIL. 
1,005 half-cheste at 316 a $22 per pioul, 

"985 ” we BE yo 

338 w 1A yy 

EXPORT OF TEA FROM SHANGHAI AND YANGTZE FORTS. 

From commencement of senson tw date -— 





on the markeb who are 
been confined entirely to 































Fychow .. 

























1886-87. 
Black, Total. Black. Green. Total, 

Yo Great Brit 51,590,740 lbs, 59,447,245 Ibe, 64,846,945 Ibs, 7,209,404 Ibe, 72,056,352 Ibs, 
Rusnia direct ......12,071,400 , 12,071,400 ,, 11,616.380 ,, : 11°616.350 ,, 
America + 4,301,503 5, 1837541 jy 3,87, 15,252,143 18,62 ve 

Hongkong Bank 1g the week, anles having heen n 149 ver cont, premium, 
Sh and 1495. I ‘at 275, Unions at $90, Hongk: $375 nnd 370, an 
a Fires at $3 at $202 and 200, Pootu 0, Shanghai 
Cargobonts at T1G5 49 cum dio, of 3 ver cant. ald at 37 and 35, ex div. Sheridan MMi 


160, 
FMS}, ex divs, Hall & Holtz shares nt 28, and Waterworka’ at £274. exchange 4 
reopened anda fair amount las been done in exch je mril, Rates shewed 
juce dropped 4 per cent, Bar silver is 441, Couucil Drafts were allotted at 1/433. Native interest is mua 








akness yesterday and 
0.3, equal to 1 per 





Dairy Quotations. 


(From Messrs, Morrian & Fergusson’s Weekly Circular.) 








ON Loxpox. | Fance. | Nzw You. 








| ‘ryteanstera, | Bank 4 m/s, | Credited m/s.{ Docty, dm’s.| France $/ | Dooty. 4 m/s 








Lowest, Highest 


Hig! 





Lowest. Highest.|Gowent. Highest. |towent, Highest |Lowest, 





Satartay, 18th...) 4.33 4400 44 | Mah tag] 58g 5 52/5.55| 933 934 27g | ay 
Monday, 20th 434 44 44 | 44 4d] 44e 5.52/5.85 “934 93 27 3044 
T 435 4400 44 | oat aan] 4 5.51/5 54] 939 933 | 27 304 
434 44044 | 4b 44h] da 5515.54) 933 939 | 27 304 
$3 43, 44 | 44) 44d] 44 551/558) 94 939 | 978 | 30K 
$34 430 43g) 44° 4h] 4 5.505.538 OK | 27g | 3084 





Comets, —Lastings, Ls Bile, 
+ 22,630 ...... 11,340 
10,360 8,680 
83,540 
“1194 030 
7.199 


> gjoze 













AUCTION SALES. 
Auctions for the week have comprised the following Goods :— 







Correspntiog period Currespoutiog poriet 
For the Fottuight, Previous week, "pees Yor the Fortnight. Previous weeks "st yea. 

Grey Shitin inst 33,385 pes. and 53,875 pos, pos. ove Pos and 540 pos, 
Whitey, 7020 yy 5, 16,080 "5 : 60 
TCloths 5.230 4, 8,580 4, 

‘916 » 2,100 4, 

420 » 720, 
Sheeting, Engl LM0 3 460 0 
Turkey Rede ict a occs | tpenteh Sbiper 





COTTON GooDs. 
At Yuen-fong, 16th instant — 
Grey Shirtings.—6-Ibs.—1,350 pieces ; Lotus $0.92}/93}. and Tico Man ¥0.953. 
Fine. 2 525 picore 5 Blue Loyal Sou #1 214. Blac Brcwnta 1-274/279. Blue 4 Siater ¥1.32/324, Blve Three Studente ¥1,38/38. 
170 pieces ; T'wo Man ¥1.373/38, House ¥1.42/424, Blue Loyal Son $1.48, Blue Britanvia ¥1.49}, Blue 4-Sister 
'¥i.50}, Ble 3-Students $1. 533, Blue double Shield $1.55§ Hed double SI ‘F158, Hed Loyal Son $1,583, Hed Three Studente ¥1.60}/61, 
ud Five Brothers ¥1.613/614. 
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12 be 380 pinoee s Sua 
sWyhite Shirtings.—“ot reed, 2, 
nd lack ant Gold S-Stidents W178 





double Shield $1.19}, aud Hed od sce Sindent H1 ‘393. 


agli, 4 


The, 390 pivoes 
icoos Running Deer ‘fish 














Bheeting: 
Grey Shir 
Red Bu ore 54h, 


440 pieoon ; Blue Bayle $2.243/25. 





Fle 460 pi 
‘at Pach, same day — 


Grey 5 
WT, and ditto XK ook 
11}-Ibs.—150 pieces Blue Horse A.A. €2. 






























11001 





4, 82 
Five Brothers #1 1), anal Palate $-Studente ‘¥1.61f. 
piroes ; Bluc Loyal Son 








* double Shietd ag -Students $1.37: 






iglish, 





English, 14-1 





Loyal Sou 1.043, 








pieces; White and Gt Tie Sela mu Sir No, 71.97 
om p KS 1 $2 023/03, Red and Gold Star bright $2 144/143, all 
seul a recy Bie Brianna 1, 


1,050 pieces ; Blue Lion $1. 7AISTt. Dewhurst Eagle X.X. $1.49, and P 
ck Flag Chi f $1.53, Britannia $2.414/413, aud 0 


8; 
otk 8-lbs.—570 pieoss ; Peacock ¥1.29/29}, and Squirrel ¥1.77/774, 
260 pieces ; Lion and Cloud $2 46}, and Old Mun Head $2.62}/63. 


ngs.— 8. <lbn 6,500 veo Green Lion 31423. Blue Lion, B1.AT4N8, Blue Crown 31 
Miser Lion 81,85, Red Eagle 1.68, Red Rom ‘084, 


250 pieces Red Crocodile 1.583/59. 
een Ram 1.03, Sun 1.143/15, and Blue Flying Dragon 1.153115}. 


~1,000 piecen; Zion on Bale $1.52, Green Lion A, $1.60} Dewhurst Engle, ¥1,70}/71, ditto XX. 


300 pleore Sun 32 312/82, an Bie! Moree B.B, ¥2.323/33. 


es Red Peacock 0.93/933. 
Peacock $1,403, Block Tea Caddy X X. ¥1.513/514, Blue Duck 1.523, Blue 2-Belt $1.68, Blue Tea 

id 2- Tea Cadely ‘FL 71/714. 
; Red Crab ¥1.90/903 Blue Tea Cadly ¥1,983/99, Blue Bell $2.00/003, Blue Tea Caddy D.D.D. ¥2,113/113, 
“st r= a ieora Heed Tea Caddy $1.56). 
Peacock 71.03, Red Tes 





9. —1,725 pieces ; Lotus $0.93, Two Mun ¥0.943/95, 

"Biue Loyal Son 1,214, Bive Britavnia ®1. 273/28, 
‘Two Man ¥1.88/38}, House $1,434, Bive Logul Son £1,483, 

1, Ret Loyal Son St. 584, Blue double Shield '$1,543/55, Red divwo ¥1.57/5 





ts 











ne Lions 92.834/92 


fed 3- 
11080 pieces 3 Biue Lion 1.31 38, Dewhurst Eagle XX. 1.4 my 
Back Plag Chief 21.9%4/5%9, Britania F2AN/A13, and Old Aan Head ¥2.564574 


t. 
ish, 8-Ibe.—650 pieces ; Peacock ¥1.203, and Squirrel 1.78; 
bn. -540 pisces; Lion and Oloud #2, Gi 


WOOLLENS. 





ruddy 1,133/14, 





















ister $1,31/31], 
thine 


and Soldier ©2,373. 
l-roed, 5.550 pr ue House vient $1,549/55, aud dull ¥1,522, Blue Double Lighthouse bright 
‘nd Biaek and Gold 3 Students 784/782. 
Whe and Geld Theee Students 3200, Red Two Sider $2.00, Red Double Liyhtouse Wight 72.02, 
bright $2,132, dull $2,143/143, avd Green a1 257}. 
cont Bine Loyal Son B1.O8 Bie Britannia ‘F104, Blue 8-Stadente T1009 Lave Lion 1,143, Red 


Painted 3-Studente $1.63: 


and Gold 3-Studente (' 














D 
Dk, Blue, | Gentian, 





and) 
ecu jaa Talon, 





Marple. Black, 


1d Red Hunting Horn 1.603) 


Blue 3-Students 31, 









*Brown| 
Mag. 


id Blue ditto $1.31, 


443/45, auu Oid Mun Head ¥2.613/623. 











‘Th, ‘Te, Te, 




















‘Ts, 


00. 
Hine Thre Students 81.38 
¥1,49/493. 





* 
ight T1544, dull F152}, Blue Double Lighthouse bright 1.58} doll 
No. ‘1.973, Red Two Sister ¥1,99}/993, Red Double 
judents 1.09, Blue Lion ¥1.149, Red 


ted 3-Students £1,623/64, 
ld Man Head $2.59}, 


Red Lion €1.513/52, 


"Bue 8 dats 


Lt. Gt, 
Mia. 














Three feudente 60/604, 
7, Blue Britannia £1.74, Red Loyal Sou ¥1,884/853. Red Britannia 1.91/93, 
32 004, ana Ted Four Sister 92.195 


Wa.—850 pieces ; Painted Loyal Son $2,173, and Gold Britannia $220, 
ora Three Students $2,25}/26}. 
©. $2,204, 




















; 10.10/12 10.45/474 9.825 9.75 
L 50 80 20 300 
10.224 | 10 524/50 9.90 9.778 
40 20 20 10 90 
9,224/25 | 9.374/35 8.624 
é 30729 cy 20 300 
M40 | 200 
8.15 8.974 
2 | 20 260 
cae | % 7.20/17 
Bp. Strigens EER p 0.473/474 | 0.47/36 eh fe 
= ee pe... | 96 “48 180 
Kin-mino, 21st inst, 
Comlete, E’phs 10 33/34 9.86 976 9.32/51 
Sal 50 2 20 30 10 
” 10.074 9.52 9.624/62 912 
60 20 20 20 130 
9.44/43 876 
20 20 130 
9.95/23 8.56 
20 20 130 
7.73 .' 
30 130 
200 
200 
60 
oe a 
‘S. S’pes, C.P.H. p. yd. | 0.464/46.9) 0.64.2/44} | 
5 Te “a8 120 
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Sales, pe 
Cot. Liting, Ve 7. 
Sales, pos. 40 
It, Cloths, R. 3 
8 150 
240 
30 
5 6 
» TIX - 
les, pes, 
8. St'pes, 100 X. 
Sales, po 2m 
Pxo-anon, Qlet inet. | 
Camlets, 8.8. Monster, 
Sales, pos, ...! 60 
8.8.8. Weer 
Sales, pos. ...| 20 
Lasting, A. Monster: 
Sales, 08, o 
0 
ales, 80 
DDDUA 
Sale, pos. ...| 30 
U.Cloths No. 50 M’'ter ; 
6 
6 
O.41/4L 
| ae _m 
4.95/96 | 4.91 
200 | 20 240 
0.37 
A 30 
043 
48 96 
i \ 
8.424/45 6.174/20, 
1 60  gasjiy 
| sai 
100 
4.71 
174/80) 
4774/80, 
4.50/60 
120 
4,424/45) 





o.saj/iog 
0.403, 
0.41 
{ioe 





4.34/30) 
60 












ro.10/124 | 1o.s74/85 | 9.774 
120 40 60 
10.55 
20 
9374/40 
60 


















TiN-Kee, same day, ri 
Camlete, Dove, p. po'| 9.11/13 | 9.12 
Sal bu Ww 


Long Ells, U.C., p.p| 5.03 

ng Bil, U. i 

4 Sales Ey 100 
Sp. S'pee,-Gold Star, 0.424 






9.44/8.90 
20 
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of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the fortnight ending 22nd Feb. 
1888, compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 33 to 41, both numbers inclusive. 








Re-Expoxrs axp THaIK Desrixavions. 






























Goons, | | ; | 2 Le 
H gig _|t 
Ben Pidlaid 22)4a)2 
é ie] zg, s|2{2 23/412 
11,490, 1190 4,675 54,610, 3, 
1,680. 5,! 





730, 360 
200, 





‘gai BB 























| 
| 
| 



































































‘rock ar 
‘Toran, Invonts, 
Goows, 
ear un Aalvns 
Asabore, | Tom int Atmario” | sat date | sia Feh, 
Jan. 1888, susie term. | Bathuated, Tet. 
391,794 478,031 | 1,231,812 | 1,314,900 
62972 178.224 | "383.183 | “411,180 
10,383 60.210 85,447 | 141,520 
97,583 95.962 320.591 282,900 
8.845 24.405 | 198,930] 121,630 
2,910 26,490 25845 | 22,010 
1,870 21,480 77.625 | 32,930 
520 | 47,400 6 800 
21,081 15,395 118,318 291,661 | 46,670 
wo A 4,650 10,740 90,680 2041985 | 142,200 
Dyed’ Shittings 4,135 8,037 | 34,316 36,465 % 
Bro, & Spot, Si : 399 | sis 
890 2,470 | 2413 
40 280 | 231 
7,343 9,269 ; 52,409 60,267 
6,296 3,767 10,096 34,574 300,121 
Printed Twill 3,942 3,269 | 5,207 16.563 35,771 
Turkey Red Shirtings, ” 23,722 21,459 | 17,941 37.617 94,055 
Velvet 2,112 | 6,913 26.313 
‘962 i} 1,539 = 6,608 
17,256 | 73,695 254,371 
15,900 | 52,528 63,604 
{ 760 3,023 
| 12,664 14'208 
4484 4,798, 
8.169 22,096 
5,227 25,473 
10,125 34,103 
i 18,140 
59.799 
870 
298,609, 
Figured Orleans 2,852 31,834 
Lustres, Crape pret ess 
‘Lead in Pigs 1,106 2.517 
Trou—Nail Kod 1,528 10,742 33,643 









































alnding Knglish and Dutch 12-Ibe, 


+ 
© Exclasive of undeclared rt Cargoes per Anadyr, Palinwrus, Clyde, Glenroy, Ajax, Glenfruin and Iraowaddy, 
Tuport Cargoce declared this week: Bengal, Palanccl: Bravuckwesg’ Oveses tad Stegues be 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


24a Freevany, 1888. 


Excwasar,—On London—Telegraphio Tranafer, 4». 3}4. Bank Bille, demand, 4s. 3}4, Bank Bills, 4 monthe? sight, 4s, 921. First-Class 
Oredite to Banice, 4 months sight, 42, 44.; 6 months? sight, 4s. 424. Private and Docamentary, 4 months’ aight, 40, 4[4.; 6 months aight, 
4s. 4ji. On France—Bauk Bille, demand, Fes. 6.38; Credits and Docamentary Bil 
Ou New York—Credits and Documentary Bille, 4 mouths’ sig! igkong. 10 days, 
aight 28, On Bombay—Telegrapic Travafors, Ke. 394}; Calcutta, Re. 3044. Bullion—Gold Bar, Pekin, 98 touch, $226.00, Silver Bar 
$111.20, Mexican Dollare, 372.50. Copper Cash, 1,330. Native Interest, mace 3, 



































Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporution,—A demand from Hongkong caused our market to strengthen, and shares have been placed 
‘at 148} to 149} per cout. prem, for cash, and 157 per cent, prem. for delivery on Slst May, 
‘Shanghai Gas Co,—Shares have changed hi 
‘North China Iamirance Co,, Lal.—Soveral lots have bee 















Union Inaurance Society of Canton, Ld.—Shares ar 2 
Yangtsze Insurice Association, Ld.—Market is quiet, with a 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ld.—Shares have changed hands 
China Fire Insurance Co., Zud.—Shores have be 
Straite Fire Insurance Co., Ld,—The Reprtt » 

Lith ins ‘The uot for the year amounted to $34,093.08 a1td th 

‘on the losse- $9,222.67, leaving a balance of 971,719:12 
n pid, absorbing $20,000, and a sum of $59,432.52 is carried for 

Posting Wharf ai Uodows Co.—Sharee 
Birt iVharf Co.—A sale is reported at $23. 
‘Sheridan Mi 8 hi 

Shanghai Curgo Boat Co, - Slee 
Co-operative Cargo Boat Co.—A. 









janted at the lowe 
of Shareholders held in Singapore on the 
interest to $30,173.13. ‘The charges were $33,699.67, 29.40 

t credit of wotking account, A dividend of 5 por cent. has 
rd to meet liabilities, 
been placed at £110; 


Leen done in th's stock at $145} to $145, ‘There are buyers at qtiotations, 
sported at $160. ‘There are shares obtainable at ehort rate, 
vidend of 3 per cent. for 1837 was paid on the 22ud iustant,—Shares have been disposed of £40, $37, 








Accounta for 1887 were pas 






















































































and $35 ex d 
Shanghai Waterworks' Co., Li.—Old shares have changed hands at £274 and exchange 4/32. 
| i | Posmriox rex Last Atxronr, Lasr Divivenn, &c, | CABM QUOTATIONS, 
SHARES, Ne. | . |raid up| AbWaikie By ” 
5 on ‘0 Share- [When pa, 
| Reserve, ["aecount. | Yate | “iolders. | or dus. Closing. 

Tank, : | 
Hongkong & Slirglni tt gv.0o0 | $126 | $128 |3.990,000,00| 8.228 50/30 June87)~ + £14 (29 Aug.7] 1494 % prom. 
New Oriental Bank ( £10] £10 '€115,002.7.2, senee [81 Mare 7 16 Fe 88) £11 

ping. 


| 
x00 | 2100 | | -¥5,281.58)31 Mar. 87 


*3 
2 I 

£10 | giai6.d-7)31 bees 86) 45S Roses] 39 
to 
+6 


‘$93 
88} $300 nominal, 
£10 


a 
i 4 June 87] 
12 July 87} F160 
2 
% 





ug Wont Co, La 
Steam Nav, Ce, .. 
i 





‘¥1,c00 B |. 'x1v9.75/31 Deo, 87 
£13 |£21,460.15.5, £3,807. 12.7)31 Deo, 86} 
3100 |'¥15,750.00] ¥3,765.75/31 Dec, 86) 


2500 | 416,800] 15,732.36)51 Dec, 67] 14 Jan, 68) $315 








iv | “ye'pc0, —'483.28)s1 Deo. 87 14 Jan, £8) 105 
2100 | 387,000, 9543.7. +6 % |13Jan, 88] $200 
alo | 17,967.07) 376 6d, "oh 6 July 87 187 











$2 | $100,000.00; $245,240.04)10 Ayl. 87) 20% | SSept. 67] $67 

| £00 |4203,484.07/ 845,388.71 90Juue87) 425.65 /26 apl. 87] 3275 

| $85 | $675,000.00} 3371,597.16)sv4 +26% |3Nov. 67| $90 
i £25 7159, ! 2d, ba 3} % |23 Jan, 88) F109 

| s200 $110,771.29) “3% {12 Oct. 67] $205 

; $60 96)5 410% | 9 Jan. $8) $73 

$20 | $200,000.00) "381,572.0) *5% \i6Inw, 88] §29 

$80 | $1,081,486! yxs2.243.s0lat bee. 87] + 95 y | 7840.87] 9370 

#20 | 2650,000) 003.90): Vee. 87] ¢ 30% | 3Mar.d7| $78 

gs). 31 Deo. 87 +5% |11 Feb. 88] $19 

Singapore C uranoe Co., Lay. $20 | 31 Dec. 86} 417% | 5 Ap). 87) $18 

ays. 
7100 ‘2100 | $87,589.75) 31 Dee, 87; °4, 


15 Feb. 8 149 


31 Oct.67]} 34% | 8 Deo. $7, ¥23 
181 Deo, 87 *5% | 9Feb. 68 F110 


350 | 50 | $3,449.46) 
$100 | %100) — $12,000) 


io 


2 2 #2 2 BE 
5 


Footnng Wharf & 
Hongkoug and Kowicon What 

























and osems Cou, Limited. 1i,' ‘$100 $100 First year. $l43 
P S .000 | $60] $50 ‘31 Deo. 87 None. $20 
Sheridan Mining C \ ‘S100 |31 Dee. 86) W265 | 10Feb, 88] F145 


i 
Cargo Boats. | 
Shanghai Cargo Bont Co. | 
Co-operative Cargo Boat Co, 
Mincellaneons. 
Shanghai Waterworks Co., 





i 


F200 | ¥10,300.65) 534.9931 Dec. 87] * 5% | 9Feb. 88 F160 
$100 $100 $2,000, $835 32/31 bec. t6 = $3. % | 22 Feb. 88) 335 


£20 £20 * £5,000.00| £1,765.10.9/31 Deo. 86) + 5% | 21 Apl.87) £972 


















































Shan, Waterworks Co, 
New S 1,200} £20, £10; P ss 5% |MApls7) £14 
Perak Sugar Cultiv 5,000 | 450 45u ‘'¥1.961.41131 Dec. 86) None. $12 
Hall & Holtz Co-op’ 6u0v | $50) 350: ¥2,460.31'28 Feb. 87 $24 [2 May 67) $23 
LOANS. is jount of Lean.! Outstanding. |Nominal Value,| Rate of Im | When Payable, | Closing. 
i : 
| 
Shanghai Bun, Delentures Iasue 1882 ¥ 100 7% | Dec. &June, | ¥105 nom, 
De, 1883; F100 if De. F105 
Do, 1885) F100 i Do. 
China Merchants’ S,N, Co, DeLentures £100 7 uarterly. 
Chinere lin, . Gov nt boa 1884 B $ 500 8% 30th June, 
O do, 1884 $ 500 8% ‘15th Uct, | 
1885 $560 8% | Iauaary. 
De, 1886 E. 3250 7% Mar. & Sept. | 








+ For half-year. || For quarter year, t I 7. ZA deficit. § Keserve for equalization of dividends, (o) At credit of underwrit 


J. P. BISSET & Oo, 
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